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Tins itudj IS dedicated to my graadfathei, Car- 
bonaro and Liberal, who died for freedom under 
the Bourbon reaction of i*6i ; 

To his tons vho, in 1148, were persecuted, 
sentenced, and exiled , 

To ray father, a zealous apostle of the Lberal 
idea, a raetnber of Young Italy, a leader m Mazzim’s 
Sacred Phalinz, and a solder under Garibaldi 
during the lulun vars of independence. 

To my son Vincenzo, a soluoteer at sixteen, 
convinced that he was fighting for the freedom 
of the peoples and for democracy in Italy. 
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BOLSHEVISM, FASCISM, AND 
DEMOCRACY 


/ 

Libtrtj m ptril after the World War 

1 CAN stiU fccaU a long con\ct$ation vthich 1 had 
manj jears ago with \V t Gladstone on the 
occasion of one of his Msits to Italy — I think 
the last 

He ■v. as very old, and he had evinced a desire 
to retire from politics 

But his mind vas none the less \igorous and 
his speech wonderfully rich and cNpressivc 

Lake all old people \^ho ha\c h%cd intensely, 
he lo\ cd to tell of his experiences 

He insisted on speaking Italian, and his efforts 
to find words added yet further to the interest of 
what be said 

He told me of his visit to Naples, directly after 
the events of 1848, of his sjmpathies vith the 
Liberals, and the efforts he made to prevent heavy 
sentences and pctsecuuorK 

On his return he found the utmost indifference 
in England It was no easy matter for him to 
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rouse public opicion to enthusiasm for the cause 
of Italf But m spite of the hostile inertia of the 
Conservatives, he had at last stirred up a move- 
ment against the Italian reacuon, and more especially 
against the Bourbons 

“ I could not resign myself,*’ he told me, ** to 
seemg a great people enslaved, and, srhat is more, 
enslaved by a vulgar tyranny Xo'-hing is more 
preaous than freedom. Without freedom nothing 
great can be accomplished.” 

Then he added : 

Freedom is hke the air. -wc do not realise hcrw 
much vre need it until sre begin to miss iL Cer- 
tainly It is possible to survive trith very little air 
in a min e or a prison , but ss’c cspenencc the joy 
of life and health only vrhere the air is pure and 
free.*' 

Some years later, m 1912, I vras Minister of 
Comm^ce, and ■was spending my hohday with 
my colleague, the ilinister of Foreign ASaiis, the 
ilarquis di San Giuhano, m the forest of Vallam- 
brosa. 

The Marquis d» Saa Grahano had a cultured 
and subtle mTnit He had lost nothing, m his 
pohucal career, die Grecian elegancies of his 
Sicilian home. 

We talked more of poetry and art than of pohucs, 
and he lo’*ed to reate from memory, as we v:^lked 
in the forest, long passages from Shakespeare ?nfl 
Goethe, of whom he had 2 marvellous knowledge. 
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One c\cning I found him grcatl) moved, deep 
m the letters of Richard Wagner, uhom he had 
entertained many jears earlier in his villa, perched 
on the flank of Etna The master had written 
^^long letters, telling of the com crsations that most 
interested him He had been told that m 1848 
Garibaldi, during the defence of Rome, had 
endeas cured to avoid the use of artillery, in spite 
of the desperate situation of his men, lest he should 
injure the artistic treasures in the town 
At this Wagner was seized uith fury 
" But what do viorks of art matter ? ’ he urotc 
“ How wretched is art «ithout freedom I ” 

San Giuliano said he had never seen him so 
violent 

And we know, too, that this passion for freedom 
was shared by Beethoven, that divine genius of 
sound Democrat and Liberal, he spoke of freedom 
with religious reverence 

These far off memories, and a whole life devoted 
to the service of peace and democracy, make me 
deeply conscious of the peril to freedom which 
menaces the civilisation and the very life of Europe 
at the present time 

Freedom? Many people smile at the word 
Democracy? Parliaments? There arc few who 
- do not speak ill of Parliaments, especially among 
those who have been disappointed in their desire 
to gain entry to them 
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saying that Euro|>e ^xr2s divided into two camps. 
One B?-tf constituting the Entente, was at grips 
with the other half w the defence of freedom — * 
so It was 'aid — against the menace of German 
centrahsaaon and German cniformity. 4 

In reality, the distmcdon was somewhat arbitmry. 
The Entente, as far as half its populaaon is con- 
cerned, consisted of T'anst Russia, which had 
nothing to teach about freedom, and which, under 
the feeble and cruel rule of a half witted mystic, 
shared responsibihcr for the events that were so 
fatal to Europe and to world cinJisatiom 

la any case, the result of the war has been that 
two great European States have lost their freedoant 
and others arc in danger of losing it. 

Russia and Italy are now m fact ruled by 
truionty Goremmeats, with conflicting aims, yet ^ 
both based upon force 

Bes des this there are dictatorships of sarying 
types, or reactionary Governments, in Spam, 
Turkev, Poland, Portugal, Hungary, Rumania, 
Balgana, and Greece 

Hardly one of the Austro-Hunganan Success’on 
States has retam e d its freedom. At any 
IS true of the large popizlauoas rgjresentmg o*her 
nagonaLnes 

Mo't ©"ten it IS raoa! majorities which oppress > 
the mmonties Xe^ertheless, there are cases where 
mmoanes imno e their rule upon majoaues 
In Great Batain, Fiance. Belgium, Holland, and 
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the ScandinaMan countnesj and c\cn m Germany, 
It seems that democracy and the development of 
free institutions ha\e nothing to fear and ate 
definitely assured 

But esen m countries uhcrc democracy has 
long been established reactionary parties are not 
lacking , they aim at the forcible seizure of posset 
by minorities, and at more or less camouflaged 
dictatorslup 

Both in r ranee and Germany u c find parties which 
proclaim every reactionary principle clericalism, 
anti Scnutism, militarism, the return to monarchy. 

Yet mote ridiculous, even England has small 
minorities v-hosc uholc effort is devoted to enter- 
prises of this kind, though they do not indeed 
appear capable of striking root in Great Britain 
\Vc find Conservative journals written, apparently, 
by reactionaries of the old school, and others 
which, though they date not glorify violence as 
a system of government m a free country, yet 
glorify and defend it m those countries where it 
flourishes 

Even in free countries we see the falsest prin- 
ciples restored to a place of honour the worship 
of force, the cult of the national State as the ruling 
factor m social life, contempt for Parliaments, 
sometimes concealed, sometimes openly proclaimed 

These ate the principles of former absolutism, 
more or less disguised 

The peoples no longer stnve to limit the sphere 
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of their sovereigns’ activities, as they did in the 
early days of the older democracies Indeed, the 
sovereigns have almost vanished from the scene, 
and, except in a few countnes, the sphere of their 
personal activity is sufficiently limited But free 
peoples need to defend themselves against insolent 
and turbulent minorities 

There are Red mmonties which constitute a 
menace Indeed, they rouse opposition among the 
worhers themselves, and stand little chance of 
prevailing But they frequently serve as a reason 
or excuse for the orgamsation of White mmonties, 
which meet with an indulgent welcome and receive 
support, direct or indirect, among the richer 
classes, and especully among those whom the war 
has ennehed 

The new rich constitute the most immoral class 
m the whole of Europe Wealth, also, needs 
education To be nch without being vulgar, one 
must have the habit of wealth In fact, the new 
rich arc without scruples and without any con 
ception of law They are themselves corrupted 
and love to corrupt others Their fortunes are the 
outcome of bloodshed, or more often of fraud and 
speculation I know several different types, but all 
are of a low moral order 

One of them, belonging to the highest circles, 
was pointed out to roc as a suspect when I was 
in the Government and m the Supreme War 
Counal durmg the most difficult period of the 
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World War The Ambassador of a great Allied 
Poucr re\calcd his craft) dealings to roe, tvhich 
pointed to cqui\ocal relations with the enemy 
AStez the w*ar this same indnidual, now im 
mcnscly rich, supported, adsiscd and stimulated 
every rcaatonary mo\emcnt, whilst he subsidised 
and controlled a corrupt Press 
The people rarcl) resent wealth which is acquired 
b} worl, nor inhented wealth, which is often 
associated with distinguished names Men whose 
*EctiMtics base enriched thcmscl\cs and their 
countr) generally enjO) the respect even of their 
rivals But there is alwa>s something repulsive 
m the immense fortunes acquired through the w ar 
We rnistrust the new rich, and they mistrust them 
selves That, indeed, is wh) they are always dis 
posed to support reactionary enterprises, and why 
their Press is despicable 

A strange mood has come over us a practical 
quietism which urges us to accept any and every 
form of organisation which guarantees the conscr 
vation of things as they arc 
In the course of a single century we have passed 
from Lord Byron, who was ready to die for the 
freedom of a people, from Garibaldi, who was 
ready to fight for the freedom of all peoples , 
from the splendid army of French idealists and 
romantics, alwajs ready to welcome the most 
lofty products of human effort— from all these to 
robber chiefs and reactionary adventurers 
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Even the andent fraud of absolute Governments 
is restored to honour. Thirty years ago an attack 
on the freedom of one nation roused all other 
peoples. In every country there were young men 
willing to sacrifice themselves for a sacred cause. 

Now, it is as though a word of command had 
been passed round, bidding us to remain indiSerenL_ 
^There are rules of good manners which require 
international cynicism. 

Faced with the downfall of a people’s freedom, 
with the restoration of absolutism, with the pro- 
clamation of the ptindple of force, it is correct to 
say that these are internal affairs, and that it is 
b^et not to meddle with them. 

Even where freedom is not actually menaced, it 
is passing through a time of crisis. We must 
state this fact, and determine whether the crisis is 
transitory, whether it is merely the consequence 
of post-war conditioas, or whether it is permanent, 
or at any rate likely to outlast our time. 

In all nations the war has produced not merely 
a mentality prone to violence, but a predisposition 
to isolated action — ^nay more, to theatrical fooling. 
People want a hero, a dmnatic spectacle — they want 
the kind of man whom Bzeon called idfjla tbiatri. 

Democracy is very often tiresome, with its 
regulatioas, .its prindples, the chief of which is 
quality bdbre the law. What is there to admire 
in even the best of Pariiaments ? On tl^ other 
hand, people are often lured by the unexpected. 
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The) demand a hero Whether a rc\ olutionary or 
a rcactionat) hero docs not matter, so long as he 
IS spectacular 

In face of great difficulties c\ery sensible and 
intelligent man desires to unite his otvn efforts 
^ith the efforts of others for the common good 
But old fashioned clerical education has accus 
tomed us somewhat to miracles Revolution, like 
reaction, is the secular miracle of ignorant people 
If there IS a crisis, political or economic, they look 
for a miracle They liavc a horror of practical 
expedients Thc) speak of politicians m high places 
as of Aces of Aviation 

This clamour for thc unexpected, for thc un- 
known, for dramatic crises, is thc radical weakness 
of the present day, and one of the greatest menaces 
to freedom Even among democracies there ate 
citizens who arc mclmcd to renounce a part of 
their freedom in favour of the unknown hero 
And when that hero turns up, he is frequently an 
adventurer or a charlatan 

Modern peoples are too apt to forget that there 
is no salvation but in order and democracy — that 
is, m freedom 

[Of all forms of government, democracy is that 
v.hich requires in a people thc highest moral and 
intellectual standards We should observe that 
throughout Europe the war has lowered intellec- 
tual and moral standards, and therein lies the 
explanation of dictatorships 
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Discarded institutions are being restored to the 
place of honour It is argued that a dictatorship, 
works better than a Ministry and far better than 
a Pathament That is not only a kind of mtel 
lectual laziness, but also a kind of mental decadence 
Qasses which argue after this manner are doomed 
to decadence nothing can check the downfall of 
people without will power, who are ready to 
renounce the gams of civihsztion won through 
centunes of effort. 

Freedom is the best guarantee of security for all 
peoples , but great wars always pave the way for 
political instabihty and social disorder 
We should remember the words of Xenophon 
at the present time both an onlooker and a 
participant in the great wars of his own era, several 
centunes before Chnst, he began his Cyopadia 
thus 

“One day I obser\ed how many democraaes 
had been overthrown by men who preferred any 
other form of government , how many monarchies 
and ohgarchics had been destroyed by popular 
mutinies , how many ambitious men had been 
depnved of the sovereign power which they had 
usurped , and how greatly men admired the good 
fortune and skill of those who succeeded m mam 
tainmg themselves in power for some time I 
then ^reflected that in individual households com 
posed either of a large body of servants or a few, 
the heads cannot control c\ en those fev ” 
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When freedom declines, secuntj itsel f is s oon 
lacking, and men arc so blinded that they 'vull not 
sec the truth. 

Xenophon uas indeed right xi hen he concluded 
“ Eioui these reflections I deduced that no animnl 
isjnoic difficult for man to control than man.” 

tr uth. Gosernments based on freedom will be 
hencefo rth the only lasting Governments 
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Tie c&ttseqttences cf tie War 

It \s’as easy to foresee this crisis in the history of 
freedom. In modem countries, where great wars 
are no longer waged by professional armies but 
by whole nations, they are always followed by 
revolutions and by periods of reaction. 

Diseases, like criminals, tend to congregate to- 
gether- The same ts true of great calamities to 
mankind- In the Scriptures, war, famine, and 
pestilence are visitations of the Lord, succeeding 
one another or appearing together. 

Every great war which brings great masses of - 
humanity into conflict with one another is followed 
by great upheavals. 

Between the Napoleonic wars and the World 
War of 1914-18 the greatest was the Franco- 
German War of 1870. It lasted barely seven 
month s. The number of killed and wounded on 
both sides was not more than half the number of 
killed for Italy alone in the World War. There 
were fewer cannon shots than in a single day of 
the Great War. The indemnity imposed upon the 
vanquished was only five milliards, and the occupa- 
doa of territory lasted for a very short time. Thus 
the war was sufflcicntly limited in its extent and 
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m Its results In spite of that Trance, the \an 
quished country, experienced the Commune, the 
downfall of the Empire, and a long and bitter 
struggle between democracy and the spirit of 
^ reaction 

On the other hand, Prussia, the Metonous 
country, after she had attained German umty, 
experienced an unexpeacd and vigorous revival 
of Socialism m opposition to militarism Deep- 
seated religious strife, a fierce struggle against the 
Catholic Church, produced new types of religious 
intolerance and soaal cleavages uhich penetrated 
far deeper than any before the v.ar 
Wat rouses great masses of human beings and 
inevitably incites them to passion, accustoms them 
*0 violence, and stirs up revolutionary mov ements 
The menace of revolution drives the rich, the 
timid, and the doubting into reaction That is why 
revolutions areoften followed by periods of reaction 
The instinctive aversion to war felt by the mass 
of the people arises in part from a consciousness 
of the penis which it brings m its train Who 
ever was responsible for the European War, it was 
the most shameful, the most criminal, within the 
memory of civilised man First and foremost, it 
was a European civil war, which robbed both 
victors and vanquished of countless men, of untold 
wealth and happiness First and foremost, it was 
a European war, which robbed victors and van 
quished more or less equally Everybody lost 
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something * some "vrealth , some domestic peace , 
others, filli p, their freedom It is impossible to 
picture these losses •without sorrow , they repre- 
sent the destruction of moral ideals even more than 
material wealth- 

Upon ■whom docs the responsibiUty rest for such 
a conflict ^ Even if we admit that Ger man y was 
very largely responsible (and to deny or minimise 
her guilt would be very dishonest), all senous 
pohnaans and all who have studied the question 
now recognise that a considerable share of respon- 
sibihty falls upon Austria Hungary, and a further 
share upon Russia , that is to say, these two States 
were bound to ^age war sooner or later for domestic 
reasons 

The truth which ones out &om all the diplomatic 
documents is that it was possible to delay the 
conflict, but not to prevent it. 

Lloyd George has said that the false step was 
taken almost -without anyone noticmg it. That is 
true. What is even more true is that sooner or 
later the system of alliances which had grown up 
was bound to lead to war 

But It IS of the first importance to reahse that 
respcnsibihty an be traced to a few mdividuals, 
and docs not rest upon the peoples The consti- 
tutions of European States, even before the war 
and the present reactionary developments, worked 
so badly that the peopks could eaerase no real 
control over their Governments 
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE WAR 
Histonins lo\c to rqjtcscm vrhat happened as 
being A^illcd by great political units England, 
France, Germany, Russia, Belgium, Italy, and so 
on In faa, it as ccttain indi\ iduals v. ho brought 
about the xpar 

The three great Continental empires — Russia, 
Germany, Austria Hungary — la ere go\ cmed by 
small cliques Foreign pohq svas sxhollj m the 
hands of the sovereigns, of a feu men enjoying 
their confidence, and of Uic militarj chiefs And 
vrhat mediocrities thej were I I kneu many of 
them , with a feu 1 stood on terms of friendship 
The old Emperor of Austria Hungary was sur- 
rounded by men uho, for the most part, enjoyed 
neither authont) nor presuge Very likely he 
desired peace, but all those around him uere 
pushing him m the ditccuon of war No one 
who did not know Mirustcrs bkc Bcrchtold can 
really grasp the tragedy He possessed neither the 
intelligence, nor the earnestness, nor even the 
moral dignity to manage properly a factory with 
ten hands, and he it was uho directed and deter- 
mmed the fate of an empire with a population of 
fifty four millions 

Nicholas II, a degenerate, superstitious mystic, 
desired peace also, maybe, and was drawn into war 
against his will But what did his feeble will weigh 

against such men as the Grand Duke Nicholas and 
unscrupulous officials like Sasanof and Isvolsky ^ 
What, with rare exceptions, was the intellectual 
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standing of those whom William II favoured, m 
his boundless vulgarity and vanity ^ 

Absolute poucr invariably lends itself to abuse 
and corruption The three great European empires, 
though they w ere led along different roads, were • 
doomed to bring us war Less than twenty or 
thirty men, perhaps, controlled the dcstimes of 
mote than three hundred millions, and their agree- 
ments, their feuds, their activ ities, their endeavours, 
often their financial speculations, were unknown 
not only to the mass of citizens, but even to the 
best informed among them, at times even to other 
Ministers 

It IS true that even democrauc countnes have 
sometimes plunged into the most hazardous adven- 
tures without consultation of their Parliaments 
The Parliaments were obhgcd to ratify what had 
already been done 

Italy took military action in Lybia not only 
without consultmg the Qiambcr, but without even 
Cabinet discussion , and it was this action that 
brought about the Turco-ltalian -war, and conse- 
quently the two Balkan wars which, in their turn, 
prepared the way for the European conflict. 

In 1915, too, Italy entered the war without a 
Cabinet decision. 

Even in democratic France, where there is a 
long-standing Parliamentary traition, actions which 
involved foreign pohey were not always known to 
Parliament. 
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Perhaps it is only the Constitution of the United 
States of America uhich adequately circumscribes 
the actions of the President and Secretary of State 
in the matter of foreign policy, at least so far 
that there is no fear of \karlikc adventures caused 
b) the influence of individuals 

Has the experience of the war served any useful 
purpose 5 Arc the dajs of secret diplomacy past 
and gone? Is there no longer cause to feat the 
activities of certain persons ^ Arc no alliances and 
agreements being concluded in spue of the League 
of Nations, which ma> pave the u ay for fresh v. ars > 
I V. ould not venture to declare as much 
Ten million men were killed, more than a 
thousand milliard gold francs was spent , a terribly 
large number of disabled and wounded has meant 
the loss of productive capacity m Europe Our 
continent has been Dalkaniscd and no longer holds 
the leadership of the modern world 

And all that is the work of a handful of men 
Even now, after such carnage, the peoples do 
not hate one another, and the labour of peace 
making would encounter minds ready to welcome 
any effort towards union, were it not for the 
activities of a mischievous Press and the political 
incitements of many of those who bear the heaviest 
responsibility 

Even before the war the great democracies 
were preoccupied with economic struggles , they 
believed their liberties at home to be secure, and 
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attributed small importance to questions of foreign 
policj* But errors of foreign policy ■V7ere just 
■what caused the war, and the war has brought 
about a crisis in the matter of freedom and 
democracy 

So long as there is a constant danger of war, 
freedom is impenlled. 

The tendency of the State is to consohdate its 
power, not to promote economic development. 
Qucstioas of seemnty come to overshadow the 
movement towards social reform. 

To work for peace is to work for freedom. To 
pro^te-uQity am ongst the cat ions is to work for " 
demo^cy 

The vast phenomenon of reaction and disorder 
which manifests itself everywhere in varying ways 
springs from like causes 

We beheved that we had overthrown William II, 
that mtUs ^onostiSf that swaggering •warnor who 
brandished his sword even when there was no 
ercuse, who quoted the Bible and invoked the 
spint of reaction against the light of democrat^, 
who recalled the blood-stained glory of the Hons 
before his troops embarked for China. And we 
have actually overthrown h im- The peoples who 
decla r ed themselves muted against him in the 
name of freedom and democracy have vanquished 
him- 

Bnt the spmt which hved m him remains 
Certam heads of Go^’cmmeats are now uttering 
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\^ords \vluch he \\ould ne\et have dared to speak, 
\\ ords w hich are an absolute negation not oidy of 
freedom and democracy, but of the v cr) prinaples 
of social order Insancl) , cj mcall j , force is exalted, 
imperialistic proclamations arc drau n up, the right 
of conquest is declared 

Some peoples applaud reaction, others practise 
it, and others again call for it 
Even to day there are men who will glorify force 
Actual dictatorships arc established, and dictator 
ships in embryo develop 
Ten years ago, in the hour of peril, ue pro- 
claimed the union of the nations, the necessity for 
disarmament The war was to prepare the way 
for peace 

\^at has actually happened > 

\Vc have more men under arms than before, 
more than ever we arc divided, and free msututions 
arc held in scorn by greater numbers than at any 
time during the past century 
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Tie theory and practice of liberty m the 
nmeteentb century 

Reaction, then, is in foil sv,ing This sickness 
of democracy, this crisis in the history of freedom, 
■were foreseen But base ue here a passmg 
phenomenon, or have we reached a halt in the 
foruard march of our civilisation ^ 

To answer these quesuoos we must look back 
upon all the European crises following upon great 
wars If the cnsis is more serious this time, it is 
because this war surpassed all previous wars, ahke 
m extent and in v lolence 
The generations which grow up after wars do 
not seem to value freedom or to beheve in demo- 
cracy as others do Wc ucre brought up in the 
faith that freedom is not merely necessary, but 
mote essential than anything else in life 
Thirty )ears ago certain principles of political, 
economic, and religious freedom seemed defimtely 
to have become the property of the more aviiised 
Section of mankind. 

In the umversitics and Parliaments, and espe 
cially on pohucal questions, we were all disciples 
of the Enghsh Liberal philosophers 
John Stuart Mill’s book On Liberty moulded the 
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Liberal thought of tuo generations before the uar 
We regarded it not onij as a monument of English 
wsdom, but also as a s}ttthcsts of the practical 
British spirit We ucie certain that all unjustified 
coeraon was an c\il Wc regarded freedom as 
an absolute good, and human personality as 
mMolablc m the harmomous dc\clopmcnt of its 
moral and spiritual qualities Wc belies cd that 
freedom should be considered not merely as 
necessary to ci\il life, but as the common aim, on 
which depend all other aims, spiritual, civil, and 
poliucal 

In out eyes religious liberty was no longer a 
subject of dispute We all held that the human 
farm!) would gam infinitely more if men were free 
to think, lisc, and act in their own waj, than if 
thej were compelled to live, think, and act 
according to a prescribed rule 

riccdom of conscience, freedom of assoaation, 
scientific freedom, the freedom of the Press — all 
these were unquestioned Wc all held that no 
moral progress was possible unless freedom were 
assured 

No political authority — not even the most 
lawful — had in our ejes the right to oppress 
minorities 

Economists considered intercourse between 
nations as being based upon economic freedom, 
which Itself determmed the division of human 
labour, alike for individuals and for nations 
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Not only thinkers and statesmen worthy of the 
name, but Parliaments and the Press declared that 
free dom should be a law gu idin g the conduct, of 
tKT^tions, both^^roaj^ and"^ home, after the 
long s truggle oTi^nkind ^ 

-Tms tl^ t«hion~ now to decry freedom. When 
I was young even poliucians who were regarded 
as reactionary made a great point of proving that 
they demanded temporary restrictions and limita- 
tions only in order to make freedom the more 
secure 

I remember a talk I bad with Grispi, he uas 
then extremely old, and at the height of his political 
po^cr I had accused him of abjuring bis past 
and of reaaionary conduct My articles had 
pained him deeply, and he sent word to me that 
he wished to speak uith me at once 

I found him greatly agitatexL Like Oemcnccau 
he spoke in sudden jerks, with incisn c, sometimes 
violent, expres'ions, which aixiays hit the mark. 

I ha\ e seldom seen so great a resemblance between 
European politicians, among aJi vhom I have 
knov n, as there was bettv cen Cnspi and Oemenccau 
The same type of patriotism, the same inability to 
forget, the same individualistic outlook, which lay 
concealed beneath the same phrases 

You have accused me of sinning against 
freedom ; you are young and there are many 
thmgs of which you may be ignorant. Assuredly 
you do not know what my life has been — ^wholly 
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dc^ otcd to the cause of freedom I ould rather 
see Italy poor than «ch and m bondage There 
can be no greatness without freedom 1 desire the 
greatness of Ital) , but most of all I desire freedom ” 
Then he explained to me carefully his reasons 
for the measures he had taken Tlicy were pro 
Msiorul in character, and he regarded them as 
necessary under the circumstances 

I was not wholly convinced, but I felt ashamed 
of m> youthful arrogance in the presence of this 
old man’s distress, who, even m his errors, had 
served his country and the ausc of freedom all 
his life with equal zeal, and 1 had no hesitation 
in saying to him that I had exaggerated and was 
perhaps mistaken, but that I had never doubled 
his purpose 

And now, in this same Italy, the head of the 
Government speaks of the putrefying corpse of 
freedom and of the end of democracy He repeats 
and exaggerates the same foolish talk for which we 
blamed William II 

In our youth we met with two conceptions of 
freedom the British and the French 
To the English people freedom is rather a 
historical fact than a political idea Without any 
theoretical formula, the English people have won, 
step by step, those libcrues which have become 
the foundation of their liberal institutions 

To the French freedom has been an intellectual 
idea, an affirmation of prmciple superior to all the 
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chances of historical events, an affirmation of 
human personality v. ith its chains cast off 

These two conceptions united in our minds, and 
our own enjoyment of freedom accustomed us to 
regard our heritage as inviolable, the reward of 
centuries of struggle for the emancipation of 
mankind 

Before the Declaration of the Rights of Man 
u as proclaimed in France, the Constitution of the 
Umted States of Amenta of September 17, 1787, 
was the greatest event in modern history This 
Constitution, which is an admirable blend of 
practical wisdom and idealism, gave effect to the 
principle of self government , it laid the founda 
tions of a great republic at a time when the world 
contained hardly anythmg but despotic monarchies 
This was the first great democracy to estabhsh 
Itself in the modern world, and it 'was destined, 
by Its example and its vitality, to overthrow the 
monarchical ideal which had hitherto held sway, 
and to impose upon those monarchies which still 
had a part to play in history institutions almost 
republican in character, as m the case of Great 
Britain. 

The basic problem of liberty has been plainly 
stated for several centunes for those peoples who 
hav e attained social consciousness and have advanced 
perceptibly along the path of their evolution 

Can highly developed societies allow dynasties 
or narrow pohtical castes, which base their 3Cti\ ities 
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upon force, to organise and regiment all social 
forces ^ Is it not better, m the actual interests of 
the whole communit}, that each section of society 
should orgamsc itself spontaneous!), according to 
Its oun needs and its own impulse ^ 

If the authoritarian idea sms possible at the close 
of the feudal era, when the need of a strong State 
uas felt, It is ludicrous in a socictj comprising the 
immense social forces of Capital and Labour, the 
great powers of industry, the great otgamsations 
of the Press, ^ast motements of thought and life 
The dynastic, authoritarian, dictatorial type of 
government is neither possible nor stable m a 
civilian society which has reached a certain stage 
of maturity , and which aims at organising itself in 
a State that is the natural and organic expression 
of Its character, and not the regime imposed by 
a minority 

The mnctcenth century, scorned and disparaged 
by the ignorant to day, wras the century of human 
liberty, of free trade, of great discoveries, and it 
was also the century which established the prmciple 
of nationality and saw the umon of great racial 
groups 

For many years Conservatives and democrats 
never argued about freedom, as regards the soaal 
institutions, traditional or acquired, of the two 
patties Without repudiating freedom, the Con- 
servatives, especially m Great Britain, sought to 
maintain their privileges, whilst at the same time 
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they adapted themselves to new methods The 
Conservatives did not deny that every citiaen has 
the right to vote They contented themselves 
with saying that the vote should be granted only 
to men attainmg an adequate intellectual standard 
(examination certihcates), or ha\mg an interest in 
the conservation of society (property and income) 
Without denying the right of all citiaens to benefit 
from public funds, they upheld certain finanaal 
obhgations and restrictions which in practice hept 
the majonty at arm's length. 

They did not dispute the value of education, 
but they wanted responsibihty for education to 
rest with the father of the family 

On the surface it appears that not only did they 
desist from callmg the prmaple of freedom in 
question, but they were its most logical supporters 

Until after the war we never saw the pnnaple 
of freedom repudiated m any Western democracy 
Parliaments were cnticiscd, but their critics sought 
to adapt them to the new forms of social life 
The only cntiasm of freedom was le\ tiled against 
the negative principle mvoKcd, and men’s ^orts 
aimed as a rule at the organisation of 'ocial forces 
in such a V ay as to render free institutions more 
effectiie, 

T^venty years ago in Great Bntain, m France, 
in Italy, not only the suppression of freedom, but 
even its theoretical repudiation, would ha\e been 
considered ludicrous 
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ItaJf in i860, stiD dnidcc) into a number of 
States, found in Afazzini the Liberal thinker who, 
more than any other, moulded the national mind 
It may be asserted confidently that to him more 
than to anyone else, if not to him alone, as due 
the awakening consaousness of national unit} m 
the Italian mind Mazaini uas a noble figure, a 
great soul, who combined extreme mysticisrn uith 
a practiol sense of rcahtj He wrote like an 
apostle and acted like a shrcv.d and experienced 


conspirator 

Mazzini, the thinker, the disseminator of ideas , 
Caxour, the great Minister and realist both had 
lived long in England, and their heritage was not 
only the theory of English Liherahsa, bur, what 
is more, the love of freedom 
Maaaini, renouncing all honours, sacrificed even 


his programme and his republican ideal to attain 
umty He did not oppose the monarchy (he was 
neither an apostate not A'rcbcl, h^^rtad^ None 
the less, he loved 

country “I love fteSoom,” he said ^Ter^a^iV 
I love Jt even better Aafl^n^y country WitKbu?^ 
freedom one’s country 

Every advance made inSEuropo. for a centtiry V 


past has been due to the t^bo^lthd ^ractice^ / 
freedom intellectual advance, th&^^va nce 
ideas, the advance in matcnal wealth 


:h&.^ adva nce , 


If Europe possessed such great wealth before 


the war, if her influence was so far flung, she owed 
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It m fact to her free institutions, to her practice 
of freedom ahke m the pohtical and ccononuc 
sphere. 

Even durmg the vrar, free peoples shoved 
greater poveis of resistance than tho'e hving un d er 
autocratic rule 

One after another the nations collapsed, because 
the door had been shut on freedom : Russia, 
Austria Hungary, finally Germany. 

There vere, of course, a number of causes 
influencmg the dovnfaU of these nations But 
vhat vas the great argument used by the Entente 
to dtav first Italy and then America into the var’ 
Did they not declare that German centralist 
policy meant the negation of freedom and the end 
of democracy ’ Would America — a decisive influ- 
ence m the var — have ta!^ part in the struggle 
if she had not thought that freedom vas impenJled ^ 
I recall WiLon’s speeches and those of his 
pnngpal colleagues v hen I first ent to Amenca, 
after the United States had declared var. If the 
iniquitous Molation of Belgian soil by Germany 
V as a t; eight} argument, the menace to the freedom 
of all European peoples vas c% ca more veighty. 

Hov many tiroes m the course of a conversation 
the questioa vas asked ' “ Do you think that if, 
W i ll i am II v ere victorious, he vould impose his 
system cicrycrhere^ Do you thmk there vould 
be an end free gov emmeat ^ ** 

But to-day, after vre base fought in the of 
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free institutions, after v.c ha\c \von the war m the 
name of freedom and u.uh the help of free peoples, 
v.t see reactionary tendcnacs mamfestmg them 
selves amongst those same peoples, so that in some 
countries freedom has succumbed to the rule of 
a dictator, calling to mind remote civilisations and 
pnmim e races 



IV 


Tb» grcw/a^ causes cj disord^ 

Afttr repeated tnumphs for the Liberal ideal, ^e 
are at present witnessing a rentable crisis in the 
history of freedom — due now to rerolutionat) 
movements, like Bolshevism, now to reactionary 
and amhontanan movements, hke Fascism and 
military dictatorships 

Everywhere revolutionanes and reactionanes are 
at worL Henceforth the struggle will be between 
them, rather than between Libeials and the other 
pames 

Where the war has given birth to nationalist 
tendenaes, the labourmg masses almost always 
respond b) a revolutionary movement, or by a 
doctrinaire Socialism which often assumes Cbm 
munistic forms Where, on the other hand, m 
temal distress or foreign influence gj^ es nse to a 
revolutionary. Communist nio\ ement, the capitalist 
classes tend to respond by •mpportmg and wel 
coming armed reaction, which, under diverge forms, 
IS always of like origin. 

The rule of freedom in modem nations is also 
the rule of national health. We must remember 
that after the war few peoples preserved their 
moral balance We ba^c been, and wc shall long 
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continue to be, intoxicated with violence to a 
certain extent. Few European nations have pre- 
sciA'cd the wholesome principles of freedom. 

Econotnic freedom has almost vanished, religious 
freedom is in pcnl m many countries, political 
freedom is at the mercy of daily crises. Europe 
is in process of disintegration. Day by day the 
tcndcnc)' increases to spbt up, to break into a 
number of States, to impoverish ourselves by 
excessiv'c Protection. Few countries possess a 
stable cutrcnc)’ and many still consume more than 
they produce. 

There is as yet no mutual confidence between 
the former belh'gcrenis. Everywhere there is 
unemployment, disordered curtenaes, the threat 
of fresh conflicts. 

■Hie victors feel iittlc assurance that the van- 
quished arc resigned to their fate ; the vanquished 
have by no means accepted all the conditions 
imposed upon them with resignation. The result » 
is a general atmosphere of suspicion. 

One fundamental error has darkened the whole 
life of Europe : the attitude adopted towards Russia. 

Afte’r the war the victonous States, seeing 
Poland’s danger, thought it desirable to combat 
Bolshevism by every means in their power, and 
more especially by warlike measures. 

Not only did they refuse to rccogmse the 
Moscow Government for a long time, but they 
tried to overthrow it. 
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After they had themsehes attempted militar) 
operations, they aided and paid rebel armies 
Some countnes even erred so far as to recognise 
the insurrection as the legitimate go\ ermnent. 
Later on they tned to isolate Russia economically. 
No more disastrous policy could ha%e been 
pursued- On the one hand, it lent to the Bol- 
sheviLs the national character of defenders of umty 
and of the Slav ideal , on the other hand, the 
urorkcrs throughout the rrotid ^ ere justly mccnsed 
against this anti Russian policy. 

Attacked by all the Governments of Europe, 
Bolshevism none the less Tron prestige •with the 
proletariat trhich it did not deserve 
Bolshevism, for its part, met these attacks by 
essaying to turn the Russian revolution into a 
rrodd revolution. It responded to acts of violence 
by <till greater violence, straining its efforts to 
introduce Gjmmunism everywhere 

After several years of error, Europe has recog- 
nised the Moscow Government and abandoned 
all attacks And the Moscow Government, for 
Its part, is now persuaded that world revoluaon 
IS unlikely. lattlc by little it has abandoned its 
presumpaious schemes 

But the poison engendered by these offmsives 
has worked its way into the body polioc of Europe 
and will no* quickly disappear. In fact, every 
forward push of Bolshevism has produced militan<t 
and mtionahst movements, which, in turn, have 
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onlj served to increase the suspicions of the 
democratic and Socialist parties 
Here IS one of the chief causes of the sickness 
which has fallen upon the Liberal idea, and the 
difTicuIties against which all wholesome Liberal 
institutions are contending 
Whatever we may think of the Peace Treaties, 
hov. c\ cr favourable our verdict, w e are compelled 
to admit that the) have created a condition of 
instabilit) and insecurity which makes life very 
difficult for Europe There arc areas whose fate 
will not be determined for many years to come 
Perhaps military occupauon, indemnities, and 
Control Commissions were partly necessary 
But no one dare assert that they make for the 
stability of Europe 

Before the war we had only one problem of 
Alsace Lorraine in Europe Now, there ate nine • 
or ten at least 

Not only the Germans, but Hungarians, Bul- 
garians, and Russians formulate their claims 
Russia claims Eastern Galicia, and as soon as 
she can she will seek to recover Bessarabia Like- 
wise, the very day that she is m a position to wage 
war against Poland, and still mote against Rumania, 
nothing can stop her 

Before the war there was only one Austria- 
Hungary , that is, only one State composed of 
several nationalities dominated by a central author- 
ity. To day, there ate at least six or seven 
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Withm each of the countncs whose independence 
IS guaranteed hj the Peace Treaties the difficulties 
against which Liberal rule and a free life have to 
contend are in daily evidence 

The example of Caecho-Slovakia is the most‘, 
convincmg of alL We find in this enhghtened 
and advanced country peoples of different nation- 
ality and diverse ongin C^hs, Slovaks, Ge r m an s, 
Hungarians, Slavs But the Czechs propose to 
make a single nation of the terntory — that is to say, 
to depnve the other peoples of their nationality. 
Whence they are obliged to a strong army 

to stand against Ge^any and Himgary and to 
pursue a pohey of cocraon and centralisation. 
Sometimes they find tbemsehes compelled to 
suppress local liberties and to impose their lan- 
guage, a Slav language, upon Hungarians of ’ 
Turanian ongm and Germans, whose race can 
boast of a highly developed civdisation- 

Assuredly the Czechs arc a most intelhgent 
people, WOTthy of a great future. For the most 
part their leaders are zealous patriots with a strong 
sense of responslhihty. But what a hard task is 
theirs 1 The English can tell how difficult it is 
to denationalise a people of divergent race and 
rehgion. The penistent and unceasmg efforts of 
centuncs did not succeed in breaking Insh resistance ' 
Strictly speakmg, it is possible to denationahse 
peoples of a lower type of avilisation, but never 
peoples hkc the Hungarians and Germans 
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TThc diflicultics arc e\cn greater in Poland, where 
the Polish race is either m a minority or in a small 
majority amidst Russians, Germans, and Jews, the 
latter still treated with unjust suspiaon E%cn in 
peace, Poland is rcall) at uar with Russia and 
Germanj In spite of the treaties, she is obliged 
to arm and frequently to suppress all freedom 
within her own borders 

In Greece, in Rumania, and in other countries, 
we find a similar state of affairs, though varying 
in degiec We cannot foigct that Rumanian 
acts of \iolcncc in Bessarabia horrified the whole 
avilised world 

The sole guarantee of freedom, the sole true 
safeguard foe the Treaties, is to be found in federal 
organisation As against this, the tendency is all 
‘owatds centralisation, and the struggle of race 
and nationality repeats and perpetuates the Austro- 
Hungarian error, which did so much to bring 
about the European War 

The need to preserve an unstable order requires 
large standing armies and large military credits 
If that violates the spirit of democracy and turns 
the mass of the people to thoughts of tevoluuon, 
the result is again to add to the general feeling of 
suspicion, to increase financial straits, and to 
prevent the economic recovery of those nations 
which suffered most from the war 
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Tb* cnsis tr lb* Liberal parties ard its causes. Scctaltsl 
acti'u in relaticn to th* m*raee to Jre*dcm 

BEOtSE of this troubled atmosphere, because 
freedom and democracy are m peni, sre see m 
all countries the establishment of condiuons ino<t 
favourable to the development of nationalism and 
reaction in the middle clashes, of revolationary 
Socialism and Communism m the working clas'es 
These opposing mavemeots are due to the same 
disturbed atmosphere, and threaten to drag Europe 
into a «eaes of rcvo^tions and v ars 
It tnll be readily admitted that, if the conditions 
n eces sary for a genuine and lasting peace tvere 
attained, these agitations, vrhether Kcd or \7hite, 
vrould lose all signiHcance 

If Socialism a^ nationalism are of little impor- 
tance in America and Atisttalia, it is chieSy because 
nobody regards var as pos'^Ic We may find 
there forms of patnousm zrd great and 

pos'erful proletarian democracies, but nc'.er 
find an anarchist tcho disowns his country or a 
naaonalist p-o^es^ing hatred of other countnes 
hong ago a profound French thmlser, Proudhon, 
•c-host very paradoxes are inierc*ting, proved 
^en t m c al l j that ^ar bears in its tromb the seeds 
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dt revolution. We may add that revolutions 
almost always give birth to reaction. 

The share of responsibthty falling upon Socialism 
in this Liberal crisis is no light one. Socialist 
■writers have too often and too strongly exaggerated 
the errors of Liberalism and the evils for v. hich the 
system of economic freedom is accountable. Those 
pages of Marx which are full of s)mpathy for 
aristocracy and ancient conscrx'atism were written 
only to add u eight to his ciiucism of middle*class 
plutocracy. 

Marx’s doctrine of catastrophe is partly respon- 
sible for the fact that Soaidism tends at times 
towards methods of violence. That explains why 
not only the Red revolution m Russia, but also 
the White reaction in Italy, was the work of former 
- “Vblutionary Socialists, and why Fascists are for 
the most part children of the same revolutionary 
Socialism. 

I know well enough that Marx also defended 
the principles of the French Revolution, which 
hr regarded as an important step forward in the 
march of the proletariat. But I know, too, that 
m his view the principles of the French Revolution 
were only one stage in the proletarian tevoluuon, 
and that he believed that the final catastrophic 
stage must be based upon the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

In spite of the respect which we owe to a thinker 
so powerful and so lofty as Marx, we must acknow- 
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ledge that to day his doctrine has been refuted by 
scientific criticism, and that of his work but little 
remains 

The theory of surplus value, the tendency of 
profits to dimimsh, the class struggle, and his- 
torical materialism ate ideas now entirely rejected 
by critics 

Marx saw nothing in the history of mankind, 
after the disappearance of primitive Communism, 
but a continuous struggle, passmg from chattel 
slavery to wage slavery, and destined ultimately to 
lead mankind to Communism It was something 
approachmg a theological vision, and was largely 
due to the spirit of Judaism, that noble and tem- 
pestuous spirit which has contributed not a little 
in two thousand years to the unrest and sorrow of 
the world But Marx's apocalyptic vision inevit- 
ably weakened the spirit of Liberalism and gave 
rise to a belief in violence, a worship of force, 
which is none the less force because it is used in 
the service of the proletariat 

Socialist organisation, basing itself on the prin 
ciple of the class struggle at home, has created a 
peculiar mentality which readily resorts to force 
On the other hand, the political struggle, changing 
to an economic struggle, has caused the opponents 
to orgamse in parties based on class interests, so 
that they too have debased the broader and more 
umversa! ideal of politics 

?»DciaVism ’nas i^iayed a mighty part m raising 
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the \vorUng classes b) uniting them, it is none 
the less true that it has detracted from e\ cry kind 
of idealism by its practical materialism 
Socialism flounders for eser in the contradic- 
tion bct\^ccn helpless particularism and apocalyptic 
Molcncc B> regarding Liberalism as an expression 
of middle class interests, it has in fact offended 
against the lose of hbert), and the revolutionary 
vision, based upon the abolition of class, has 
helped not a little, through political quietism in 
the rnass of the people, to culm ate the instincts 
of X lolencc in their leaders 
Marx’s slogan, “ Workers of the World, Unite I ” 
far from being in effect a slogan of unity, has been 
at times a cause of dissension 
Directly after the war a great spirit of violence 
areathed upon the Socialist parties, and Russian 
example and propaganda played no small part in 
causing this deplorable state of affairs The Russian 
Commumst experiment has unsettled the minds and 
deceived the consciences of many 
I remember an excited meeting of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies after the war, in which one 
of the most fiery Soaalist deputies — not, however, 
one of the most intelligent — poured forth catas- 
trophic theories and ideas, which were nothing but 
an endless accumulation of errors 

I followed the debate from the Government 
front bench as Prime Mimster The memory of 
my economic studies and my reading of Socialist 
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literature got the better of me, and I could not 
refrain from interrupting 

“ No Socialist theorist ever said that neither 
Marx nor Engels ” 

The speaker had certainly never read either, 
and could not therefore understand me But he 
rephed with the assurance of ignorance 

“ We do not hold with German doctrines, but 
with the Russian Socialism of the Soviets ” 
E\ en if it IS argued that wars are inevitable, it 
cannot be claimed that they are helpful in the 
difiusion of those moral principles upon which all 
soaety is based 

It IS not true that the) teach disciphned habits 
or awaken a love of order War accustoms us to 
violence, and rouses in the hearts of the masses the 
bitter passions which civilisation had subdued, if 
not destroyed 

When wars were waged by small mercenary 
armies, they did not cause a serious disturbance 
of economic activities, nor did they cause permanent 
unrest m people’s minds But now that wars are 
waged by entire nations, people is at grips with 
people, and milhons of combatants stand opposed 
to other milhons, every war gives nse to ventable 
social xiatastrophes, and fosters the spirit of violence 
and the taste for an easy life and ill gotten wealth 
The last great war was almost equally disastrous 
to all the belligerents, and though there was no 
grease cflpalij:^^ victors^ vann^usheri, and. even. 
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neutrals all suffered profoundly. The v.’at brought 
discord where hitherto there had been economic 
partnership ; it caused revolutions, rcactionar)’ 
movements, dictatorships, intcrrul disorders, deep 
idistress, and perils to freedom formerly unknown. 
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"Nationalism as the negation oj freedom and democrat 

In every country the war fostered nationalism, and 
created it where it had hitherto been absent 

Nationalism is the inevitable consequence of 
revolutionary movements It is an antidote, and 
itself becomes a menace , for nationalism m one 
country tends to awaken or create nationalism in 
all the surrounding countries And rival national 
1st movements cannot fail to provoke fresh hatred* 
and therefore fresh conflicts 

It IS hard to say what, m fact, nationalism is 
Although It already commands the services of 
clever writers and zealous propagandists, it does 
not yet possess any theonsts 

More than any other creed, nationalism is a 
reactionary state of mind In it we see all the 
leaven of past ideas and past errors, "which we 
beheved had vanished for all time In it we 
rediscover all the seeds of violence, the spirit of 
reaction, anti Semitism, xenophobia, and clericalism 
in Its ancient forms 

Freedom and democracy represent the state of 
equilibrium in civilised societies As against this, 
the attitude of mind of reactionaries and revolu 
tionaties drives them to extremist theories 
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It IS \^holl> charactetistjc that Fascism and 
nationalism in Italy arc largely the Mork of revolu- 
tionaries who, not long ago, disowned the family, 
their country , and the rights of property 

Nationalism, then, is not a creed, but a state 
of mind It IS the exaltation of our country at 
the expense of other countnes It is a reversion 
to the past, alike in internal and international 
rclauons 

The love of country is sacred The nauon, 
seen as an historic growth and the essence of the 
fatherland, is a noble conception 
We cannot at the present stage of our civilisation 
imagine any development unless it be based upon 
the grouping which history has effected and the 
sentiments which w e call national All international 
Activity, all collective cooperation between the 
peoples, assumes the existence of free and indc 
pendent nations Nationabsts almost alw ays evince 
the same tendency tow ards violence as revolutionary 
pames Believing themselves to be identical wnth 
the nation, they aspire to impose a reactionary 
social sy stem and denounce as anti national all who 
are not willing tq accept their dogmas 

The Nation State, as conceived by nationalism, 

IS based upon suspiaon of other peoples, and on 
a programme of force and the exaltation of war 
It IS not love of one's own country, but rather * 
hatred of other countries According to the 
nationalist view each Nauon State, regarded as an 
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organism, can develop only at the expense of other 
nations Nationalism is to the ideal of nationhood 
•what bigotry is to religion — the degradation of a 
lofty idea 

Logically the nationalism of every people aims 
at hegemony over the other peoples In every 
country the nationalists wish to dommate, and so 
nationalism almost everywhere becomes imperial 
ism, to the detriment of the national ideal It is 
no longer a question of the nation asserting itself, 
but of the State domineering 

Whither would nationalist programmes carry us ? 

If the Germans had been victorious and had 
annexed Belgium and a large area of French and 
Russian tcratory, they would not only have been 
obhged to pursue a militarist policy, but to crush 
all internal liberties in order to absorb the annexed 
territories The same would hold good if the 
victorious French armexed the left banh of the 
Rhme, that is, eleven million Germans France 
would enjoy no further peace — perhaps, indeed, no 
further freedom 

I will not discuss an Italian nationalist pro- 
gramme, which could onl) be directed against the 
French, the Germans, or the Slavs — that is, against 
vigorous peoples, impossible to absorb The vic- 
tonous nations would lose their own charaaer in 
the attempt to assimilate heterogeneous elements 

Since a nationalist policy inevitably makes for 
war — ^I was almost about to say for a continuous 
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State of viras — the Go\cmment is obliged to seek 
the sujport of the most rcacuonar) influences, and 
of pansiucal groups and classes, for its home 
polic). 

German nationalism rested upon Prussian Junker- 
dom anc upon the great armament firms, and it 
aimed at die orgamsation of Central Europe — that 
IS to say, at forcible umon with the Prussian State 
of di\ erse populauons — m order to dominate the 
world. 

French natienalism is a mcdja;\al conception, 
based upon a raonarchical and religious tradition, 
upon chau\inisn and literary fanatiasm First 
and foremost, it it Royalist. But smee it lacks any 
serious claimant to the throne m a country of 
subtle mentalit), v-Sete blind adoration is rare, 
where the habit of uughing at exaggerated pre- 
tensions IS undcsptcao, and where all the possible 
claimants arc negligible, French nationalism simply 
stands for an lU defined reactionary tcndenc)’. 

Can anyone seriously believe that France would 
be happier and more powerful under a monarchy ^ 
The French frontiers march with those of the three 
most important monarchies still surviving in con- 
tinental Europe : the Italian, the Belgian, and the 
Spamsh Are Italy, Belgium, and Spam better off 
than France ? 

Italian nauonalism is mtcUcctually contemptible, 
and altogether so small a thing that it hardly 
deserves comment. It is an imported product, 
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ill suited to the Italian character, and it has ne\cr 
formulated a single idea 

Before and durmg the war the German people 
were blamed for their nationalism, and eym more 
for the aspirations of their nationalists But 
after the war the nationalist spirit sprrad in all 
directions — ^it was to a large extent the product of 
the war 

Every countr) which annexed territory of 
different nationality and language wants to carry 
out a programme of denationahsaticn The Czechs 
aspire to dominate the Slovaks aad to denationa 
lise the Germans and Hungarians The Rumanians 
seek to denationalise their Russian, Hunganan, 
and Bulgarian subjects , the Creeks want to dena- 
tionalise a variety of races the Poles want to 
denationalise the Russians and Germans, the 
Italians want to denauonaliic the Germans of the 
Upper Adige These effons are for the most part 
as violent as they arc futile 

Each State is driven bv nationahsm to resort to 
vast armaments on the one band, and on the other 
to protective tariffs 

As a result, the financial crisis shows no 
improvement, and the crisis in production and 
currency grows more acute Though the van 
quished hav e been disarmed, Europe has a milhon 
more men under arms than there were before the 
war Fresh treaties of guarantee are bemg drawn 
up fiit sigcacarc Nobody iccs vVaA ttA. sole 
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People speap- with fervour of national gram, 
national products I have even read in some 
paper — do not remember which— 'that the aim 
of the Italian people must be to produce national 
bread from national gram 

With an increasing population, a small area, and 
in many places a climate unsuitable for corn- 
growing, it will be difficult for the Italians ever to 
accomplish that aim But of what importance is 
an aim so ludicrous and petty ^ 

It IS not merely illogical but uneconomic 
What IS essential for the Italians is to produce 
such abundance and vanety of goods that they 
can provide themselves m exchange with all the 
necessities of life 

There ace very few countnes in the world which, 
lihe the United States of America, Russia, and 
China, are vast enough to constitute their own 
marhets and to live in isolation 

All other countnes must live by exchange 
There arc nations, like Italy, in which nationalism 
is not merely wicked but stupid — and that is 
worse for the peoples than wickedness Italy, 
more than any other country, suffers on account 
of nationalism, for she can live only by freedom 
and exchange , if she desires to be prosperous and 
strong, Italy must be Liberal and democratic 
To-day she forms an immense group within the 
human race more than forty tw o millions, and 
nearly ten millions abroad Her territory is so 
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limited, and m most parts of the peninsula agri- 
culture has to contend uuh such great natural 
difficulties (malaria, Hoods, ifregularitj of rainfall), 
that she cannot live as a purely agricultural country 
She must needs hi\e extensive industries and a 
livclj exchange of goods 

But Italy sees her already dense population 
increasing by nearly half a million a year Her 
mineral wealth is seamy , the value of her colonies 
IS only moderate, to say the least They arc in 
fact a liability, and we can hardly expect that they 
will develop and attract a stream of emigrants 
To develop them we should need considerable 
capital, and even then the result would be negligible, 
especially in Lib) a 

In truth, Italy has greater need of freedom than 
any other large country in Continental Europe 
To procure the most essential raw materials (at 
least a hundred kilograms of gram and food stuffs 
and fats for each inhabitant), the coal which is 
wholly lacking, the cotton, the fuel, the fodder, 
she must export both her manufactures and her 
surplus population Thus free trade m goods and 
the mobility and freedom of labour are essential 
to her before all else 

Her prime concern siould be the traimng of 
her workers, so as to make them dexterous and 
to turn unskilled into skilled labour It is also 
important for her to make use of all her 
available water power and, by combating malaria, 
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expressed nsclf for the most part \ erbally m foreign 
policy (^ith the exception of certain flagrant 
blunders, such as the occupation of Corfu, the 
threat to Afghamstan, and acts of insolence towards 
disarmed Germany) 

Nation alism, or rather direct attempts to aggran- 
dise thc^tate, has aluays been the essential policy 
of most despotic Governments 

But they spoke in the name of a diMne right, 
and conquest appeared to backward peoples as a 
means of increasing their wealth, for in all ages 
men have been faced with this problem is n more 
profitable to produce wealth or to seize upon 
someone clse’s wealth ^ 

As a rule, the second alternative has seemed the 
more profitable 

Wats waged by small professional armies could 
go on for a long time without greatly disturbing 
the economic acti\itics of the belligerent nations 
The victor seized all the wealth of the vanquished, 
and often even his land and his person Invaders 
became a ruling caste, soldiers became vassals 
War almost always secured benefits for the victors 
But modern wars, waged by whole nations, ruin . 
victors and vanquished m almost equal degree ( 
Even territorial aggrandisement, though we may 
admit it to be an historical or national necessity, 
hardly ever yields any advantage 

The greatest of the ancient Greek poets, Hesiod, 
wrote in those early days that it is better to wait 
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for )ustjce and eschew violence The son of 
Chronos, he said, had laid down this Jaw “ The 
fishes, the wild beasts, and the birds devour one 
another, but the gods have made justice their 
gift to man, and of all things that arc, justice is 
the best ’ 

And Xenophon, himself a statesman, a man ^f 
letters, and a general, ashed in his day whether 
war was a good thing He wrote 

“ But, people will say, is war better for our 
finances than peace ^ To determine this point, I 
see no better guide than past history, if wc turn 
to It, we shall learn that our public funds, which 
once incecised immensely in time of peace, hat e 
been wholly exhausted by the war 

^*If we glance at the present time, we shall 
readily convince ourselves that the war has cut 
off many sources of revenue, and has exhausted 
those which still remain, leaving a dead loss, 
while since the restoration of peace on the sea, 
these same revenues have increased, and our 
fellow citizens enjoy them m complete freedom 
But, people will go on to say, if the Repubhc is 
challenged, do you claim that even then we ought 
to preserve peace ^ I would not say so, but I do 
boldly maintain that wc shall far more readily 
chastise our enemies if wc give no occasion for 
the accusation of injustice against us for then 
they will have no allies ” 

I am sure that the Italian nationalists have never 


THE NEGATION OF FREEDOM 


read Xenophon and have no knowledge whatever 
of Hesiod. 

They confine themselves to a constant icpetiijon 
»cC=ihe same violent expressions in the same slovenly 
form. 

In present-day Europe, packed with people 
must live by evchangc, the economic situation 
following a great war is general rum: victors 
vanquished, and neutrals, all are ruined. 

Thus the idea of war as an economic undertaking 
is far removed from present-day realities. Besides 
wars in the past, whateset their outcome, were 
held in check to some extent by the personal 
responsibility of those who caused them, and by 
the danger which they involved to the dynasties 
in the belligerent countries. But w’hat can now 
restrain the patues who profess the nationalist 
faith? 

,They possess neither the halo of tradition ijor 
the lustre of divine right. 

All they possess is the literary fury of their 
journals, which usually seem to be written by 
intoxicated dervishes, and which, at least in Itafy^ 
often give occasion for doubts regarding the mental 
condition of their editors. 
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function in EMrope and the Mediterranean fever 
of dictatorship 

In all the countries where nationalism exists it 
tends to make democratic monarchies despotic and 
to overthrow republican rule m favour of a popular 
militarist monarchy 

What chance of success have these movements 
aiming at monarchist restoration, or at the trans- 
formation of democratic into despotic monarchy’ 
The war caused a crisis in the history of 
monarchies ; those which survived, as in Great 
Btitam, Belgium, Holland, and the Scandinavian 
countries, have as a rule bravely accepted the 
situation. A few, as in Spam, turned towards 
reaction, and this serious blunder has endangered 
their very existence. 

Whilst I was still a child, three empires occupied 
a great part of the earth: Russia, China, and 
Brazil. Now they have vamshed Not a single 
monarchy is left m the whole of America, and no 
one believes any longer that it would be possible 
to establish one. British Dominions, with 

a superficial area far exceeding that of Europe, are 
all republican in character, and are to a great 
extent true workers’ democracies. 
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When the \iar broke out in 1914 there xicrc 
three continental empires in turopc Russia, 
Germany, and Austria Hungary 
In the disrupted territories of these three great 
empires there arc only republics to day 
The monarchical sjstem has disappeared from 
all the s*anquishcd countries , only m Bulgaria it 
has held its o\\n, and there the internal situation 
IS % ery serious 

When w ar was declared there were tsv enty one 
monarchies, including the four empires, and only 
three republics The population of the republics 
was in the proportion of 1 to 6 10 that of the 
monarchies After the war the British Empire 
alone sursi\cd, and the number of monarchies 
was reduced to eleven as compared uith sixteen 
republics The ratio was completely inverted, 
to day the population of the republics is in the 
proportion of 2 to i as compared with the 
monarchies This was an unprecedented const! 
tutional change Moreover, uc may predict that 
another war would be fatal to the last surviving 
monarchies 

Can the monarchies be testoted ^ 

In the New World no one would think it 
possible 

For Europe all prophecy is difficult, in view of 
the uncertainty and isorder which still prevail 
But we can declare without hesitation that in the 
two great industrial nations on the Contment 
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France and Germany, a re\crsion to monarchy is 
unlikely 

In countries Trhere there is a cultured and mtelh- 
gent middle class, sudden reactionary movements 
are not possible France is resolutely repubhean 
Germany has, indeed, reactionary parties, hut no 
return to monarchy is to be expected We may 
consider the Weimar Constitution firmly cstabhshed, 
and It IS the most democratic Constitution m 
modem Europe It umtes with its other merits 
that of weakening the traditional particularism and 
fostermg national consaousness In Russia, what- 
ever the vicissitudes of BolshcMsm, whatever its 
unavoidable transformations and modificatioas, no 
one can senously contemplate a return to the 
Tsanst regime, which was one of the most wicked 
and cruel tyrannies known to history 

One of the worst misdeeds of the Entente was 
Its failure at once to undeistand the transformation 
that had taken place and its support of the men 
of the old regime and their ludicrous claims; 

The attempts to nsstore the monarchy in Hun- 
gary are the only ones which have shown a cettam 
stabihty , they were pnmanly expressions of dis- 
satisfaction, of just dissatis&ction, on the part 
of a noble people, upon whom the Treaties had 
imposed the utmost injustice and foolish humilia- 
tions But efibrts to restore the monarchy made 
by corrupt members of a cymeal anstoctacy, who 
had f^ea so low as to forge false money, were 
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reprobated in Europe and inflicted irremediable 
damage on the cause ihcj •wished to sene 
Ne\crthe!ess, a “Mediterranean fc^er” of dic- 
tatorship has infected Europe In vanous forms 
and for \arious reasons diaatorships have been 
established in all the Mediterranean countries 
Italy, Spain, Turkey, Greece Each of these 
countries lias in fact abolished its former Consti 
tution and submitted to a particular type of 
dictatorship \Xliate\er their vicissitudes, these 
S} stems cannot by any possibility find imitators 
Turkey’s etpenment, however, dcsencs con- 
sideration After three unsuccessful wars, after 
her power had been undermmed, Turkey turned 
her face towards Asia and tccovctcd her vigour, 
having escaped from all the European intrigues 
'/' “atticd on in Constantinople In her capital. 
Angora, which is poor and desolate and full of 
malaria, Turkey is far removed from European 
diplomacy, which has penned in Constantinople 
the most shameful pages of its history Here is 
a movement akin to that of Soviet Russia, which, 
quittmg Petrograd (or, as it is now called, Lenin- 
grad), recovered in Moscow all the vigour of the 
Slav tradition 

The disturbances m Greece offer nothing of 
interest, for they arc due to disorders following 
her defeat in Asia Minor 
In Spam the military dictatorship is transitory 
and of no great importance The opposing parties 
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failed to form a stable and durable Government 
With the concurrence of several military chiefs, 
the sovereign abolished or in practice suspended 
the Constitution, without any genuine resistance 
by the people This regime will probably meet 
with a speedy end , even more probably it will 
end with a revolt At any rate, these events have 
had no political effect on Europe, where they were 
regarded without sjmpatby They arc the result 
of local conditions, they have compromised the 
monarchy seriously, and will in all hhclihood drive 
Spain bach to democracy, which will mean a 
national revival 

There arc in Europe only two phenomena of 
^importance which arc a negation of freedom 
iBolshevjsm in Russia and Fascism m Italy 

What characterises these two movements based 
on force is not merely the common origin of the 
men who arc or have been attached to revolutionary 
Socialism, but also their common hatred of freedom 
and democracy 

In both movements mmonties, taking advantage 
of the conditions created by the war, have imposed 
their rule by armed force, and now mamtam their 
position by suppressing all freedom and proving 
their hatred and scorn of democratic organisation 
But whatever misdeeds may be laid at its door, 
the Soviet Government is and remains an important 
fact in world history The Italian reaction, on the 
contrary, is a mere incident to be recorded, for 
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no ideal inspires it and it rests upon nothing but i 
Molcncc 

We must recognise that Bo!shc\jsm and c%cn 
Fascism exercise a great fascination — the one over 
the uorking classes, the other in the ranks of 
reaction For several years, perhaps because of 
the Moicnt and unjust attacks made upon Soviet 
Russia by other Governments, the people every- 
■wheie shotted s}mpathy ■with Bolshevism Only 
a knou ledge of the true facts checked this s)m- 
pathy Illusions regarding the activmcs of Com- 
munism ha%e now xarushed almost cscryxihere 
Esen Commutust parties tend to loosen the ties 
which bind them to Moscow 

In c^trast, the reactionancs almost cverywherf* 
.•Vince the utmost good will towards Fascism If( 
an armed minority can seize the State machinery,' 
alter the Constitution, suppress Socialism, and crush 
proletarian activities, then indeed Fascism is the 
simplest and most econormcal weapon of reactiony 
Instead of taking the workers by the hand and 
using the powers of persuasion, it is simpler to 
seize them by the throat Instead of spreading 
orderly ideals by means of the Press and by wise 
propaganda, it is simpler and cheaper to impose 1 
order by force, castor oil, and armed bands 

But can n. be that Fascism will find imitators 
and will make its -way into other countries, or is 
It an acadental and local phenomenon ^ 
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The new type oj reactm Tascism 

It is my wish to speak calmly of Fascism, without 
regard to the errors attributed to it, and still less 
to the acts of violence and crimes of which it is 
accused It is my wish to speak of it as a political 
fact, as a conception embodying the negation of 
freedom and democracy 

As I have said, Fascism in Italy was the work 
of the revolutionary Soaalists, who, after opposing 
the war, were converted to its support as an 
extreme Radical movement, actually favourable to 
the cause of Socialism The prime mover, Musso 
Iim, had always, in his capacity as editor oI Avanti, 
maintained the most extreme theories At the 
beginning of the war he was a vehement supporter 
of neutrality , then he was converted to the support 
of the war He took part m the Red Week ” 
in 1914 — that is, in a proletarian revolutionary 
mo\ cment. Communist in character 

He had even put forward arguments to justify 
regicide (he_said it must be regarded simpjy_as 
an occupational risk^, he had glorified anarchist 
assassination and even the throwing of bombs , 
and he had preached violent anti militarism In 
deed, in his view the most cruel anarchist assassina 
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tions \rerc to be regarded as " the beginning of 
profound social changes ” 

He xvas accused of rc\oIutionaty acmitics, and 
even of having been involved in anarchist plots 
: accused the Socialists of not desiring the 
olution, and proclaimed himself a Communist 
d revolutionary Just before the march on 
ime and his triumph, he was ready (he pro- 
imcd It without concealment) to take part in 
^ revolutionary movement He had, and has 
/ajs retained, a great admiration for Bolshevism, 
)ugh he presents himself to the public as an 
;idote to Bolshevism He has never had the 
allest respect for the law Law js for the weak 
slcnce alone is the foundation of social relations 
d violence ot White violence, no matter which 
; studies neither economics nor philosophy, but 
[y reads popular books and sketches of his own 
»rant career in a hasty fashion But, like all 
tators, he gives himself the airs of a learned 
n , and this causes him to fall into gross errors 
his speeches and to make the mistakes of an 
mentary school child 

3ut he grew up among revolutionary agitators, 

I he has the true knack of speaking to the mob , 
generally speaks very well, and always his line 
irgument is simple and striking 
de often professes to interpret Sorel’s ideas, 
o defended violence as a cause of social progress 
:ually, he only interprets his ow n temperament 
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— that of a bold adventurer, barren of jdcas, 
having only the impulse and aspiration to conquer 
and domineer. 

Fascism made its first public appearance jn 
March 1919, supporting all the causes which 
today It disavows Instead of the anti democratic, 
despotic principles which it now proclaims. Fascism 
then maintained eytreme Radical principles • there 
was to be a national O^nstituent Assembly, which 
was understood to be the Italian section of a 
European revolutionary movement ; the monarchy 
was to be abolished and the sovereignty of the 
people proclaimed , the Senate was to be abolished, 
together with c%cry kind of artificial and arbitrary 
privilege; the secret police were to be abolished, 
as also all titles of rank and nobility ; there u'as 
to be the v/idest liberty of conscience in rchgious 
matters ; joint-stock companies were to be dis- 
solved; all manner of speculation through the 
banks or on the Bourse was to be suppressed , 
returns of capital and income were to be required 
and large fortunes to be reduced , the land was 
to be made over to Peasant Co-operatives ; secret 
diplomacy as to be stopped, and there was to 
be a Confederation of European States ; and so 
on. It_was a mild form of Collectivism, with the 
proclamation of extreme ideas, which easily umted 
cothusustic youths and war-time malcontents 
^ Any paper appearing in Italy to-day and sup- 
/porting the Fascist programme of 1919 would be 
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suppressed at once by the Fascist Go%ernmcflt 
censorship, its contributors would be killed or 
marked down and persecuted as enemies of their 
countt}, as anti nationalists 

During mj period of office the Fascists \icd 
with the extreme revolutionaries in encouraging 
and inciting strikes and stimulating the most 
Molcnt moxements My Ministry was followed 
b^ one under Giobtti I had always prexented 
the seizure of factories, sometimes c\ cn b) means 
of harsh repressix c measures, and the only attempt 
which succeeded, in Piedmont, came to nothing 
by reason of special arcumstanccs The invasion 
of the factories took place in loao, under GioUtti’s 
Mirustry, and for some inexplicable reason it was 
flowed Fascism encouraged and defended it 
.Aassohni exen proposed to the Socialists that the 
occasion should be used to attempt a revolutionary 
outbreak, but his suggestion was not adopted 
The fact is, Mussolini really wanted revolution, 
whilst the Socialists used it as a threat but did 
not want it 

Thus Fascism was m its origin a revolutionary 
movement Later, moreover, Mussolini repeatedly 
reproached the Socialists because they did not 
follow his lead, but let the favourable moment pass 

There really was a favourable moment in 1919, 
before the war time neurosis had passed, there 
actually was difficulty m the resumption of work, 
and the number of unemployed was large, espe- 
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cially in the lower middle class At that time the 
illusion of the Russian Revolution held sway, and, 
moreover, discontent was widespread At this 
difficult juncture I tried to adopt the most appro- 
priate measures to prevent any revolutionarj 
action I had divided the forces of revolution by 
a boldly democratic policy I had considerably 
increased the police force and the gendarmerie, 

I had put a chcch on the issue of paper money 
and had paved the way for a balanced Budget bj 
bold taxation But I had to grapple with all the 
extremist elements, and among the most violent 
were those attached to the Fascist orgamsation 
Mussolini, appearing as a revolutionai), had a 
great power of attraction If, on the one hand, 
the Socialists disowned him because he had deserted 
them, he abused them for iheir incoherent ideas 
His Gjmmumst origin taught him to hate liberal 
and democratic institutions His temperament 
made him the apologist of violence At the same/ 
time, the fact that he had advocated the war and 
taken part in it inflamed his national pride 

Moreover, it must be admitted that the con- 
ception of violence m social relations has always 
been the base of Mussohm’s theories He would 
have liked to do on behalf of Socialism what 
circumstances obliged him to do against it, and 
I sometimes wonder whcdier he is not homesick 
for his «rlier ideas What ve must look for in 
him 15 not ideas — these have often changed and 
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will probablj change again — but the temperament 
of a conqueror, an undisciplined and Molcnt spirit 
of adventure 

His admiration for Russian Bolshc\ ism is sincere, 
and he often copies its methods , for it is the issue 
of a like conception of force 

n%cn uhile Mussolini still adhered to Socialist 
theories and activities the Socialists alienated him 
little by little by speaking against him That is 
how the conflict arose, and so Fascism organised, 
formed armed gangs, and became at once a rc\oIu 
tionary and an anti Soaalist mo\ ement 

The Italian Socialists were not dangerous Almost 
always they were merely tiresome and annoying 
They talked of re%oIution and they aspired to carry 
out a policy of reform They stirred up senseless 
* nkes During and after the war their conduct 
was first and foremost inconsistent and rather 
absurd They had in their ranks honourable and 
worthy men, but Socialist propaganda was noisy 
and incoherent, hopelessly ill adapted to succeed 
in any serious undertaking, perfectly adapted to 
prejudice and annoy The cross-currents in the 
Socialist party made it primarily responsible for 
the state of mind which led to Fascism The 
Socialists talked of a Republic and a Constituent 
Assembly without seriously desiring either They 
never opposed political strikes When I wanted 
to reduce the note arculation I even came across 
Socialists who were idiotic enough to advocate 
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inflation They wanted to fix a legal price for 
bread, which would ha\ c meant certain bankruptcy 
for the State I resigned upon this question, and 
after a ludicrous corned) the Socialists accepted 
the inevitable They never seriously opposed. 
Fasasm, and often they showed cowardice Even 
in the Chamber, after the elections of i9zi, when 
a disastrous error and Giohtti’s vulgarly selfish 
tnck opened the doors to thirty-one F ascist deputies, 
behind whom there was not a single vote and who 
were elected solely be<^use their names were 
included in the Government lists — even then one 
hundred and fourteen Socialist deputies had not 
the courage to take acuon After the assassination 
of Matteotti, a most honourable and worthy young 
man, the Socialists dared do nothing but absent 
themselves from the Chamber a dangerous 
measure, which could not but promote and 
strengthen the existing dictatorship 
If at the outset Fascism found a welcome, it 
was primarily because the Soaalists earned general 
hostihty Their incoherent speeches wearied people, 
and their vulgar, noisy threats created prejudice 
Mussolmi had appeared on the scene as a revolu- 
tionary, bad declared for the abolition of the Army, 
for a Republic, for the land to the peasants, for 
the abolition of the banks and the Bourse , he 
suddenly realised, with his characteristic flair and ] 
understanding of the mob mind, that he must | 
change his tune at once and exploit the hatred 



FASaSM 


79 

Soaahsm But right up to the scirure of Rome 
by his gangs, backed bj the manufacturers, the 
landowmcrs, and the most reactionary elements m 
the Arm), he never u holly severed himself from 
‘ *hc rev olutionaf) movement Only afterwards 
did he resolve to support reaction 

The manufacturers who had no confidence m 
the State , the landowners who wished to maintain 
their pmilegcs, which were often without justifi- 
cation, the traders wrho were almost everywhere 
menaced b) the development of Co operative 
Soaetics, timid and wavering citizens all these 
began to look upon Tasasm as the antidote to 
Socialism 

Little by little the strikes grew fewer , but the 
confusion m certain public services and the arro- 
» ance of certain Labour demonstrations angered the 
■people, so that Fascist armed gangs v/ent about in 
Red districts without meeting genuine resistance 
They attacked their opponents, forced castor oil 
down their throats, thrashed them, and broke 
into the CO operative stores From 1912 and . 
1922 onwards the Government proved itself their 1 
accomplice 

That IS how Fascism, m spite of its origin, 
gradually and for internal reasons became a White 
Guard for the manufacturers, and especially for 
the landowners 

In its final phases, before the march on Rome 
in the autumn of 1922, Fasasm had already adopted 



8o BOLSHEVISM, FASQSM. AND DEMOCRACY 
the character of a reactionary movement The 
march on Rome was undertaken with the tacit 
consent of all reactionary elements and of part 
of the Army 

A fortnight earlier, in a speech at Udine, 
Mussolini deliberately proclaimed himself a Repub 
lican But when, by unhoped for means, he had 
become the King’s Prime Mimster, his aims under- 
went a transformation 

Having no theory of its own, after its union with 
the Nationalists, who were weak in numbers but 
intemperate and inclined towards every kind of 
excess, Fascism stressed its anti democratic and 
anti Liberal character There had not been, and 
there could not be a Fascist revolution , there was 
simply the acceptance by the powers of the State 
of a reactionary movement Having laid hands 
upon the powers of the State, the Fascist leader, 
who but yesterday was a revolutionary, suddenly 
announced his boundless scorn for freedom, which 
he called a putrefying corpse, and adopted a pro 
gramme in direct contradiction with his original 
aims 

In presenting himself before Parliament, Musso 
Imi, the head of the Government, said that he 
might have made a camp for his Fascist troops 
of the lifeless and muffled Chamber, and that he 
might have occupied it for two months or two 
years, according to its behaviour But not a 
voice was raised in protest at Montecitorio It 
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V.1S a sad and humiliating spectacle Not only did 
Mussolini proclaim the dictatorship and abolish 
parliamcntar) institutions and all public liberties 
m effect b) his scornful ords, but he also 
suppressed the Constitution 
Indeed, freedom w as almost complctel j destro} ed, 
step bj step 

An) negation of freedom results in its gradual 
reduction An) rcaciionar) policy leads to mcrcas 
ing demands from the reactionary parties 
At the outset the Conscrv ati\ e parties collaborated 
?vith Fasasm, then it separated from them also 
Fasasm became intransigent, it could not do 
3thcr,MSc It did not and could not recognise 
in) other party That is \\h) it found itself at 
enmity not onlj v.ith the Socnlists, but with the 
democrats, the I-iberaI$, and finally e^en with the 
Right wing Conservatives 
TTic Senate, nominated b) the King, is the only 
lurviMng assembly in a great state which takes 
;he form of a Second Chamber csclusncly nomi- 
nated by the Government , it has never been of 
mportance in Italian politics — to day its impor 
:ancc is less than ever 

The Chamber of Deputies, elected by um\ crsal 
luffrage, represented the vital forces m the nation , 
t has been practically abolished The elections 
ncld in 1924, under the Fascist Government, were 
■norc in the nature of nominations The deputies 
n ere designated in the presence of a Government 
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Commis'ion, and the electoral meetings uere so 
arranged that they mcrd} sanctioned the xrill of 
the Government. 

It vr2s hardly anywhere po<sibIe, except in the 
large tovns, for the opponents of the Government^ 
even to ’.otc The Fascists tampered tvith the 
lists as much as they cho^e, and the same individuals 
voted forty, fifty, sirty times vrith different ballot- 
papers 

One of my fnends, an old man, ^ho presided 
at a polling-station, could not prevent Fascist acts 
of violence. But vheo he saw a young man 
under twenty in a black shirt, who had ■voted more 
than forty times with different ballot-papers and 
was finally voting with one belonging to an 
old man of eighty, he had to content himself 
with a smile of ironic benevolence, saying : - 

"I must congratulate you. You have kept 
marvellously fit. You do not look in the 
least like a man a good deal older than 
n^self ” 

The present Parliament can only be regarded 
as a comedy m the midst of the Italian tragedy. 

On November 9, 1926, a Bill was passed 
depnving a hundred and twenty d^nities of their 
seats. The excuse is that, since they accused 
ilus'olini of having had Deputy ilatteotti mur- ^ 
dered, they hav c not attended the meetings of ^ 
the Chamber. But the excuse was absurd, for 
among thom depnved of their seats were deputies 
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•who had attended but had spoken and a’oted 
against the Government. 

_Somc time ago a deputy was deprived of Italian 
citizenship, and consequently of his scat, by a mete 
decree. 

In consequence of another ludicrous Act, which 
stands alone in the whole w’ocid, the Government 
[Can deprive of Italian citizenship those of their 
opponents who have gone abroad to escape death 
and the persecutions of Fascist gangs, and can 
confiscate their property. 

In reality the Chamber of Deputies no longer 
exists. From time to time it meets for two or 
three days, and approves, at a single sitting, of 
what the Fascist Government proposes, even 
of the death penalty for opponents. 

‘p The Senate has never been very important in 
Italy. It is nonunated by Government decree, and 
by now it is almost entirely Fascist, Such Senators 
as remain in opposition, men of great digmty, like 
Count Sforza, the historian RufTmi, Albcrtini, the 
former proprietor and editor of the great Italian 
Conservative paper, the Cemert della Sera, and 
many more of the most honourable ciuzens, live 
under threat of assassination and have no sort of 
power or influence. 

The Fascists now say that the Chamber of 
Deputies must be abolished and the Senate trans- 
formed into a Council of Fascist Corporations. 
Formal abolition may come about — it will be 
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of no importance : m reality it has already 
happened 

But the suppression of Parliament brought in 
Its tram the suppression of local liberties Almost 
all the Muniapal Counals in Italy were dissolved 
and taben o\er by the Fascists In other words, 
local go\ernmcnt representatives are no longer 
chosen by the eleaors , they arc nominated from 
the capital In the large towns the Government 
appomts Rojal Commissioners to admimster 
muniapalities and pio\inccs Finally, this system 
was legahsed by the introduction of an anaent 
Atistnan institution, the Podesta — that is to say, a 
Government representaave to administer the muni- 
cipahties. For the most part the Podcstas arc 
not administrators but agitators, men of violence, 
sometimes even men who have been sentenced 
for offences against the common law. Public 
opinion has come to be treated with such 
contempt that the men selected are often utterly 
unworthy. 

The unavoidable result of suppressing elected 
representatives was the suppression of all freedom 
of mectmg and association. Election meetings 
and others on the part of the Opposition are for- 
' bidden, even when lavful; so also are all associa- 
tions of students, of workers, and even of 
ex-combatants and disabled men The mere fact 
of expressmg opposition to the Government has 
become a motiv c for persanition. 
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Under such a system freedom of the Press is 
impossible 

It was suspended m fart even before it was 
legally abolished, which happened later Many 
journals and many journalists have been attacked 
— c\cn monarchists and Conservatives A few 
journals have had their prcnaiscs sacked Then the 
mo%cmcnt of suppression was legalised Censor- 
ship was introduced, and then the tight of seques 
tration and suppression Many of the great 
Conser\ative and Liberal papers were subjected 
to daily sequestration — that is to say, they were 
practically druen into bankruptcy Some of the 
largest were suspended for months together on 
the most trivial pretexts Finally they had to give 
in Either they were bought by business men 
who stood for Fascism or else they disappeared 
Then, since the authors’ and journalists’ associations 
showed hostility, they were dissolved, and they 
too were put under Royal Commissioners Indeed, 
the journalist’s profession and the publication of 
newspapers are now subject to forms of control 
unknown, even m the most despotic countries 

On October a8, 1926, it became known that 
Mussolini’s assassination had been attempted at 
Bologna This assassination has always been a 
mystery, for it was supposed to be the work of 
a boy of fifteen, himself a Fascist and belonging 
to an exclusively Fascist family According to the 
Fascist papers (which published the news with the 
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censor’s authority), Mussolini gave the order to 
lynch and lall the youth He was killed on the 
spot Nothing of the kind has ever been witnessed 
even in Russia on the occasion of the most horrible 
attempts on the life of the Tsar or Grand Dukes ( 
No man has even been lynched at the command 
of the Tsar I But in Italy a child was lynched, who 
in all probability had not even committed the 
crime! On his poor body fifteen dagger marks 
were found, proving that the dagger, prohibited 
by law in Italy, is still the favourite weapon of the 
Fascists ! 

The next day all journals not exclusively Fascist 
were suspended without any reason whatever— 
that IS, the only journals that the public liked 

There were no journals opposed to Fascism, 
none even which could voice any criticism But 
these had retained a certain degree of independence, 
and the public, which dislikes the fanaticism and 
violence of the Fascist Press, preferred them A 
certain number had their premises sacked , others 
were suspended It is now almost useless to read 
the Italian Press Nothing of interest is published 
All the papers are alike, print the same news and 
say the same things The Press docs not mention 
Italian affairs, unless to glorify Mussolini and 
Fascism The circulation of the papers has fallen 
rapidly in proportion to their zeal for Fascism 

Once the Co operative Societies had been fettered 
and the free associations of workers crushed, the 
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workers and peasants were obliged to join the 
Fasast unions. 

As the civil sen ants and justices did not accept 
the Fascist regime, or accepted it reluctantly, and 
retained their own liberty of opinion, the Govern- 
ment reserved the tight to punish and dismiss 
those whose view s differed from us own, or whose 
atutude towards it was unfa\ curable. To-day a 
magistrate may be dismissed — a thmg which was 
tmknown m Italy, even under the Bourbons — 
merely because he shows an atutude of mmd 
unfavourable to Fasasm 

But much mote was done. Even under the 
rule of absolute monarchy, the legal profession 
was free. The Bourbons of Naples gloned in the 
fact their judges were independent and their 
baenstets free. 

It is now' established by hw m Italy that anti- 
nationalists, that is, opponents of Fascism — Social- 
ists, Republicans, even democrats or Liberals — 
may not exercise tbe profession of a barrister, and 
their names must be erased from the lists in every 
court and every tribunal. 

via truth, Fascist legislauon stands alone in the 
modern world 

The Art of November 24, 1925, gives the 
Government the right, as we ha-s c seen, to dismiss 
any civil servant, and even any magistrate, who 
regards the Fascist Government with disfavour. 
The Art of November 25, 1925, practically pro- 
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hibits Freemasonr) , or any non Fascist association 
The Act of December 31, 1925, gives the Govern 
ment the right to enact laws by simple decree 
Another Aa of the same date gives the Govern 
ment the right to do what it libes with the Press — 
not merely to exercise censorship but to suspend 
and suppress The Act of February 4, 1926, 
actually abolishes all Municipal Qiuncils and sup- 
presses all local liberties Ever) toun is adminis- 
tered by a Fasast official, whose word is law 

The Act of December 25, 1925, decrees that 
anyone causing offence to the head of the Govern 
ment by his words or his actions is liable to a 
heavy fine and imprisonment for a period from six 
to thirty months In practice hundreds of people 
are sent to prison every da), simply because 
they uttered the least criticism of Fasasm or 
Mussolini 

Foreigners who go to Italy and stay in the large 
hotels are surprised that no one criticises Mussolini, 
and, after admiring the appearance of order, they 
repeat the statement that Fascism has rc-«tablished 
order in Italy What kind of order ^ 

Order is permanent only if it is rooted in men’s 
conscience, and there is no order without freedom 
The list of Fascist laws destructive of freedom, 
violations of the consacnce of mankind and of 
true social order, is, as we have said, vet) long. 
It IS useless to recapitulate 

! But even more than its laws Fasast practice is 
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a negation of civil life. Gtizens no longer enjoy 
even the right of habeas carpus. At the will of 
Fascist leaders they arc insulted, outraged, assas- 
sinated, and no legal proceedings follow. If 
sometimes there is a pretence of legal proceedings, 
it is a mere laughing-stock ; we have often seen 
crime glorified m the most deplorable manner. 
'^Fascist laws arc such that to apply them is to 
comrmt acts of violence. 

'The most hateful law, one uhich surpasses in 
cruelty and stupidity anything done by the most 
violent and criminal of Go\ emments, is thcNational 
Defence Act, repeated in the Public Safety Act of 
November 6, 1916. 

We have seen that, as a result of Fascist laws, 
an opponent of the regime has neither judge nor 
barrister. Even if he docs find a barrister and an 
honest judge who resists pressure, and if he is 
acquitted, he is not yet safe. He is always in 
danger, and whoever he is — Liberal, Conscn’ativc, 
Catholic, Socialist — he is in the power of a Govern- 
ment and Its supporters who can ruin him at any 
time. 

The Act of November 6, 1926, decrees in 
Clause 184 that every Italian citizen may be 
deported if he his committed, or shown intention to 
commit, acts~' 3 ifcacd against public order, social, 
national, or MonqmTc^ acts liable to endanger the 
State ; or even if he is simply opposed to the 
actions of the State authorities. 
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Qause 185 decrees that the period of deportation 
may vary from one to five jears, and that the 
guilty person may be sent to a part of Italy other 
th^ his own home, or even to a colony 
*^'oy these regulations the Gosernment holds the 
life, fortune, and honour of every citizen in the 
hollow of Its hand Without legal proceedings, 
without opposmon, without a court of law, without 
defence, any atizen who is not a Fasast may be 
deported 

Persons are deported as a rule to some small 
village on one of the \oIcanic islands surrounding 
Ital}, or to the poverty stricken African colonies 
belongmg to Ital) Most of them arc distinguished 
mcjL They receive three or four lire a day, which 
IS just enough to keep them from starvation 
Their families, however, robbed of their head, may 
starve if they choose 

How many Italian atizens hav e been deported ^ 

It 15 hard to say, for the Fascist Government 
prevents any information on the subject from 
appeanng in the Press The Government acknow 
ledged that the first batch consisted of yzz persons 
sent to places of detention. In a later publication 
the number was said to be nearlj 1,000 But in 
Italy the word goes round that there are nearly 
10,000 

Who arc these deportees^ The most highly 
respected men in Italy, loftj characters, authors 
of high intellect, professors, barristers, and a large 
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number of workers. They even include former 
Ministers of the Crown I 

The deported Members of Parliament number 
at least forty, and there ate among them Liberals, 
Conservatives, and c\’cn sis Catholic members and 
a large number of Catholic pnests. Though Fascism ^ 
proclaims ^elf to be nationalist and CaihoU^ it_^ 
hates with special bitterness the opposition which 
comes from Catholic quartcrs,.and the persecution ' 
of Catholics is often the most cruel of all. In all ^ 
parts, It is said, pnests have been flogged, beaten,/ 
and even killed, and not cnee have the criminals been' 
brought to serious |usucc 1 ' 

Nothing free is left in Italy. The people see 
penury increase and freedom wholly absent, but 
they cannot revolt because the Fascist troops arc 
*^.avily armed and the mob has no arms. But the 
deepest hatred exists, and, indeed, forcible resistance 
IS suggested on all sides. 

Police regulations arc almost laughable. House/ 
porters arc compelled to become police spies.t 
Every Italian citizen must have an identity cardJ 
just as if he were a foreigner. ^ 

'^ndcr such conditions treachcr)’, espionage, and 
accusations cannot but abound. No one dare 


speak against the dictatorship, but all loathe it. 

In order to have an excuse for acts of violence, 
a scries of attempts on Mussohm’s life have been 
trumped up. Every such crime, committed or 
intended, has been acknowledged during the trial 
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or in publications appcanng in France to be an 
inv^tion of the Italian Fascist police 
'/in almost every country Fascism possesses not 
merely propagandists to deal with the Press, but 
spies, agents prmcoteurs, and even criminals for 
purposes of intimidation Large sums are expended 

on these international aaivitics 

It IS no longer possible even to quit Italy, unless 
one IS friendly to the Fascists It is said, in deed, 
that opponents are bept as hosta^ When 
Fasasm feels that the game is up, or merely 
that Its power is in d^ger, these opponents 
iwill be held responsible, and will vciy libely 
be massacred 

blatters have come to such a pass that pro* 
fessors, barristers, and journalists, whose only 
crime was helping one of the persecuted political 
leaders to escape across the frontier, have been 
deported. Yet no sentence had been passed on 
the fugitives — indeed, they were among the most 
highly respected men m Italy 

This moral coercion, these persecutions, these 
torments, have robbed Italy of all her gaiety no 
one smiles now in Italy There arc men who 
utter threats and men who arc threatened The 
Fascists are divided between them. The most 
Ignorant men hold the highest offices of State, 
and every adventurer thinks he has the right to 
demand what he wiIL Alcn unqualified for the 
simplest duties arc placed m positions requiring 
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the utmost tact, and there arc among them men 
of doubtful character, and e\cn criminals 
A people of forty millions is go\crncd by an 
armed minority No opposing \ icm s arc tolerated 
Life IS not only hard, for free men it is full of 
dangers and monotony no actuitics of a lofty 
nature arc possible 

Nothing commands respect, neither science, nor 
fame, nor high character 
Force is believed to override all rights And 
when Mussolim, who has ncser studied philosophy, 
speaks to foreign )ournalists, who arc even less 
philosophers than he, he loves to com a sort of 
theory of force, which is the negation of democracy 
and freedom 

He docs not stop to inquire what the conse* 

^ ^'^nccs of his theory will be If we, in our turn, 
had acted on it before him, he would still be an 
obscure workman m his village or an unfortunate 
propagandist, moving from one prison to another 
To the Fascist mind force endows with rights, 
and the rights conferred by force allow of the 
breach of all promises 

v/pascism does not even honour its financial^ 
engagements 

Itahan manufacturers raised loans in America m 
order to command sound money and buy raw 
materials A decree of February lo, 1926, required 
these manufacturers to hand over their borrowed 
dollars and other foreign concncy to the Govern 
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ment Thus the manufacturers received lire instead 
of dollars or other stable moncf 

There were more than 21 milliards m one year, 
five year, and seven year Treasury bonds By a 
simple decree at the end of 1926 the Government 
ordered that they should be compulsorily converted 
mto funded debt , it also decreed a further issue 
of funded debt, compelling the banks and the 
credit and savmgs institutions to subscribe half 
their available funds 

But that involved disaster The new funded 
debt was issued at 87I per cent , but the announce 
ment that the Government was not meeting its 
obligations, and that subscnption was compulsory, 
destroyed all confidence The funded debt, which 
had touched 97 and had remamed stable above 88, 
fell immediately to 78, and even lower Those 
who were requited to buy the new issue at 87J 
found themseh cs m the absurd position of being 
able to buy the very same on the Bourse much 
below 80 But as everybody was scllmg and 
nobody was wiUmg to buy, the Government 
announced that it regarded the sellers as enemies, 
and that their names would be published That, 
in Fascist language, meant that on the morrow the 
most outrageous persecutions would follow 

But what was the result ^ 

The new issue, in spite of threats and intimida 
tion and all kinds of moml pressure, hardly exceeded 
three milliards 
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To appreaate this immense failure, which is the 
forcrurmcr of financial collapse, we must consider 
previous Joans 

In 1919 Nitti, as Mimster of Finance after the 
military disaster of Caporetto, raised a loan of 
(1 245 milliards to co\er the cost of resistance m 
the most serious circumstances And at that time 
the dollar, which is now wonh more than 23 lire 
(a purely artificial rate) stood at 6 34 This same 
Nitti, as Prime Mimster m 1920, raised a loan at 
87I to liquidate svar e\penditure and avoid infla- 
tion, and this loan realised 21 milliard lire With 
the lire at the value at which it then stood, this 
represents a splendid effort on the part of the whole 
pcojile, bearing witness to their confidence 

TTie word “ credit ” is derived from the Latin 

(Are, to believe To grant credits we must feel 
Confidence, and the Itaban pubbc to day feels no 
confidence m the methods of Fascism — least of all 
in Its financial policy 

This msane finance has reduced the Bourse to 
confusion The Fascists say (and their newspapers 
repeat it), in the most exaggerated Bolshevik 
manner, that the source of their difficulties is to 
be found in Jewish and international high finance 
Fascist )ournals speak of financiers as brigands 
Italy has never been troubled with anti Semitism 
3 efore Fascism arrived it was so tolerant a country 
that Jews could occupy the most confidential 
positions as well as the highest public offices It 
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even happened — and it was the sole example in 
Europe — that a Jew held office in one of my 
Cabmets as Minister of Justice and Minister of 
Public Worship in a Catholic country Now we 
see anti Semiusm making its appearance, together 
with intolerance and the most odious activities 

Fascist journals write in all seriousness that no 
one has the right to think Italy must have one 
head only Mussohm 

Recently we have witnessed the persecution of 
intellectuals The greatest of Italian thmkers, such 
as Benedetto Croce, a former Mimster of Educa- 
tion, a Senator, and one of the greatest of modern 
philosophers, has seen his house attacked and has 
himself been insulted The same thing happened 
to Roberto Bracco, the greatest dramatist of 
modern Italy, and to the most highly respected-' 
Conservative and Catholic deputies Umversity 
professors are frequently insulted, and if they are 
not Fascists they arc dismissed , learned men arc 
persecuted as they were in the worst days of 
Tsarist Russia 

Those who attract the bitterest amraosity are 
the moderate men — Conservatives and Liberals 
who have held aloof from Fascism because they 
respect freedom- Acts of violence were first com- 
mitted against me , they were continued against i 
a large number of respected politicians The 
worst sufferer is Count Sforza, a Senator, a former 
Minister of Foreign Afiairs and Ambassador in 
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Paris His house was pillaged, re\ol\er shots 
vcrc fired close to his \nfc, and he himself was 
svounded 

His sole crime ^\as that he had not given his 
adherence to Fascism , and as he is the friend and 
has been the guest of several Huropcan so\ crcigns 
and IS on good terms uiih the most distinguished 
statesmen, it is to be supposed that his dislike of 
Fascism, c^ en if he keeps silence, is dangerous 

Violence aluajs engenders \iolence, and sus- 
pi^n aUajs engenders suspicion 
vFasetsm )ustified all its imtial acts of violence 
on the pretext that it had to combat the Com 
munists There never was a serious Communist 
menace in Italy , but the comfortable classes 
treated Fascist methods with indulgence There 
' ft llowed the struggle against the most moderate 
*^ocialists It was said to be a Conservauve 
policy, but later the democrats, the Liberals, 
and especially the Catholics, were subject to the 
severest persecution 

Now Mussolini causes his Press to announce 
that, with all opposition suppressed, the danger 
IS within the tanks of Fascism itself — for not all 
Fascists arc sincere 

Mussolini mistrusts his friends particularly, and 
himself occupies all posts of high responsibility 
• He is now (i) Prime Minister, (2) Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, (}) Mimster of the Interior, 
(4) Secretary for War, (j) Mimster of Marine, 
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(6) Air Minister, (7) Minister of Corporations, 
(8) Chief of the Fasast Grand Council, which is 
the true seat of authority since Parliament was 
abohshed, (9) Commander-m-Chief of the Fascist 
National Militia, that is, the armed troop which is' 
paid by the State but owes service to Fasasm. 

I have been a member of the Government for 
long penods and I have occupied vanous mmistnes. 
When I have been obhgcd temporarily to fill a 
second office I have be« so overwhelmed with 
work that I had not a free moment. And I must 
say, without false modesty, that I have spent my 
whole life in pohucal and administrauvc studies. 
Mussolim never studied anything and has come 
from the work of revolution and revolutionary 
agitation. With what can he busy himself ? 

Actually he no longer controls anythmg except 
the Fascist organisation. 

But all these offices concentrated in a single man 
involve in fact far more absolute power than that 
of the most absolute king. Italy has a population 
of more than forty millions ; Fascism Im only 
Mussolim I And what will be the effect of each 
day that this stale of affairs lasts on the condition 
of Italy after Mussolim ? 

Even the policy pursued towards the working 
classes was needlessly brutal. Everywhere there 
were martyrs and victims of persecution. The 
workers are no longer free to form associations 
vart TrOi 
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Almost all free workers* associations have been 
suppressed, and the so<a 1 Ied Fascist corporative 
State has been established, with ludicrous rcgula 
tions — a sort of compromise between the Middle 
Ages and the regimentation of Tsarist Russia 

Fasasm has aspired to make all social classes its 
dependents — to group all Italians in paradoxically 
absurd syndicates and corporations That is the 
great Fascist programme of reform 

What constitutes this programme ? 

An Act was passed on April j, 1925, and rcgula 
tions followed on Mayr 19, 1926 These settled 
the whole affair 

All producers and employers on the one hand, 
all workers on the other, besides all merchants and 
professional persons, ate required to form syndi- 
cates and corporations Anisans and labourers 
arc compelled to pay over part of their wages 
for the maintenance of these corporations, at the 
head of which is a Mimster of Corporations As 
regards money contributions, membership is com 
pulsory It IS restricted by rules as regards trade 
umon orgamsation 

'^In order to belong to a trade umon and share 
in its orgamsation the worker or peasant must, 
according to Clause 1 of the regulations, be of 
good moral and pohttcal behaviour from the 
national point of view That is, he must be a 
Fascist, for in fact the Fasast Government 
brands as anti national all who are not Fascists 
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— not only Socialists, Catholics of the Popular 
party, and republicans, but even Democrats and 
Liberals. 

Thus the vrorkers vnll be forced to pay hundreds 
of milhons from their teages, vhich are already 
greatly reduced m Italy, and tend to fall still lover. 
The money so collected is not intended solely for 
the benefit of the artisans and labourers, but also 
for the Fasast orgamsations 

Thus there is a purely Fascist enterprise knovn 
as -the.. Op^a ra^cmale Bahlla Its object 15 the 
mihtary organisation, on Fascist lines, of all 
children betvecn ten and tveivc. The vorkcrs 
are compelled to contribute to this organisation; 
even for tho<e vbo are not enrolled in the unions 
It 15 obhgatory. Subscriptions are demanded hkc 
taxes, by the ofiiaals of the Finance Department, 
Contributions, therefore, arc demanded even from 
those vho do not vant to jom the unions. The 
du^ of paying falls upon all ; but the ngbt of 
belonging to the unions is restricted, m reahty, 
to Fascists. 

By Qauses 4 and 7 of the Act one of the indis- 
f^nsable conditions for axlmission is ** geed mral 
arJ p'jlitical b^bancur Jrom the raticral part cf 
The report present to Parliament read : “ These 
conditions ensure beyond a doubt that persons 
vhose reliabihty in national matters is urerrian 
can neither jom the uruoa nor remain riithin it. 
The presence of members of partisan umons viU 
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automatically become impossible m a legallj con- 
stituted union " 

There is only one reservation “ Workers or 
arusts enrolled m associations of a purely spiritual 
and religious character ma) be admitted to member- 
ship of the official unions* and may remain within 
them so long as, both within the union and outside, 
their actions arc in conformity with the principles 
of discipline and national order ” 

That means that orkers, and indeed barristers 
or engineers, may only belong to religious orgatu 
sations But if thc> belong to any non Fascist 
political organisation whatsoever, they must pay, 
even for purely Fascist objects, and apply their 
eatrungs to the support of Fascist orgamsations 

Such unparalleled coercion (nothing of the kind 
has ever been known cither in Austria Hungary 
or even in Tsarist Russia) icsuhs m a continual 
atmosphere of revolt among the workers, and, 
worse still, obliges them to he 

Certam large manufacturers in Italy, including 
the largest of all, the Fiat motors, had almost 
exclusively Socialist workers in their employ 
Elections for the Works Councils always gave a 
majority to the Socialists and the most progressive 
parties How would these workers be situated^ 
They must pay compulsory contributions to the 
Fascist umons , but they «nnot join They must 
contribute, by means of a levy on their wages, 
to the upkeep of Fasast orgamsations — even 
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to military organisations for the young, like 
the Balilla, which stand for all that they most 
abhor. 

The syndical associations unite all producers, 
all the workers, into compulsory unions ; they 
are organised in larger unions, federations, and 
confederations. 

The employers are required to form five general 
confederations — for industry, agriculture, com- 
merce, transpon by land and sea, and lastly 
banking. 

The workers are required to form three con- 
federations— for industiy, commerce, transport by 
sea and air, transport by land, and banking. 

But there are to be also professional confedera- 
tions — doctors, lawyers, engineers, and so on; 
for artists, painters, sculptors, architects, etc.; 
finally, for handicrafts. 

Thus everybody must be herded into a union 
and a federation, and if he desires to share the 
benefits of the association, he must needs hold 
the same political faith — that is, he must act and 
vote in the same way on pain of expulsion (which, 
however, does not free him from the obligation 
of paying his contributions). 

No collective agreements excqjt through the 
corporations ; no strikes ; no individual labour 
contracts. All the assodations, backed by their 
whole financial power, visit with their displeasure 
any offender against the established rules. / 
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There arc complicated schemes to regulate cry 
action, c\crj movement, e\cry stirring of initiame 
There arc special benches of magistrates, but m 
certain cases also the tegular magistrates may- 
step in 

This orgamsation ncccssatilj culminates in a 
Minister of Corporations, who will in time regiment 
the whole life of the nation 

Whither will this unprecedented system of 
coercion lead us ^ 

These \ast groupings, which arc not formed to 
pursue a common ideal, where will they end^ 
Must not the present servitude pave the way for 
disaster^ Will not all these men, united by com 
pulsion, form the revolutionary army of to morrow ^ 
The Fascist chiefs who lead them were revolu 
tionarics until yesterday Will they not, when 
difficulties arise, revert to their former ideas and 
habits ? 

People speak of the State But what is the 
State’ At the present time, in Italy, it is simply 
Mussolim’s person and the persons of one or two 
of his friends or partisans 

What will the State of to morrow be ’ What 
will be the results of this compulsory union’ 
And of a policy which makes everything depend 
upon a single man, or on a small group of men ’ 
Must we not feat a dangerous reaction? And 
must not decadence be the mevitable result of the 
suppression of all freedom and all individual 
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initiative, not only in politics, but in economic 
affairs ^ 

When Signor Mussolini announced the rules of 
the unions and corporations he desired to issue 
a proud and high sounding manifesto • 

" There is an end of the democratic, agnostic, 
and imbecile State 

In Its place the Fascist State is born 

“ For the first time in the history of the world 
a constructive revolution libc ours accomplishes 
peacefully, in the sphere of labour and production, 
the organisation of all the economic and intellectual 
forces of the nation in order to direct their use for 
a common aim For the first time a permanent 
system is established of fifteen great associations 
on a footing of equality, all alike recognised by 
the State and secure in such of their interests as 
are legitimate and do not conflict with those of 
the sovereign State ** 

It IS not hard to foresee the efTca of this reform 
But neither is it hard to foresee that it will find no 
imitators 

At present all really free association is forbidden 
in practice 

After the persecution of the Socialist organisa 
tions there followed persecution of the Catholic 
Populist organisations, and then of Liberal organi- 
sations Finally, on the pretext of putting a stop 
to secret associations. Freemasonry was suppressed 
in effect Civil servants are not to-day allowed to 
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be Freemasons, and nearly all Freemasons’ Lodges 
in Italy have been destroyed 

Let me add that the authors of these acts of 
destruction and aggression are hardly c\ er pumshed, 
or else they are exempted from punishment by 
successi\e amnesties 

In order to maintain its orgamsation Fascism 
has been obliged, not only to abolish all liberties 
and all local self gos ernment step by step, but also 
to go\ ern by decree and to impose a discipline based 
on force and not on free consent It has been 
obliged to form a nulma, paid by the State but 
serving the Fascist party 

There is nothing upon uhich absolute authority 
can be based except religious and priestly educa- 
tion ^Fascism has introduced compulsory religious 
teaching and has sought to conclude an agreement 
with the Church But the Catholic Church is first 
and foremost a great religious institution, and her 
activities are primarily rchgious and moral, and 
only pohtical in a secondary degree , at least as 
far as her supreme leaders ate concerned, she has 
shown no sympathy whatever with Fascism On 
the contrary, she has solemnly repudiated national 
ism, which is the sole theoretical foundation of 
Fascism 

The Church, with her vast spiritual power, seeks 
to draw the mass of the people to herself, and she 
cannot approve any governmental action based on 
violence and directed against the mass of the people 
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All reactionary parties in Catholic countries 
harbour the illusion that the Church can help them 
in the work of reaction But the Church has seen 
all great schisms throughout the centuries created 
by despotic Governments, she realises fully the 
importance of the popular franchise for her own 
development, and is sincerely opposed to all move- 
ments against the people and all the works of 
reaction She knows that there is nothing positive 
in this policy, and that reactionary rule always 
brings revolution in its tram, just as dictatorship 
always brings war 

Any unnecessary restriction of liberty produces 
fresh restrictions We have come to a point when 
the Fascist Government declares that it stands for 
the nation and regards as anti national those who, 
though they arc merely democrats, Liberals, or 
Conservatives, work in the parties opposed to 
Fascism Already the State and the nation arc 
confused, as happens with despotic governments 
Indeed, the process has gone further — a party and 
the nation arc confused 

The Fascist chief has expounded his view on 
several occasions He thinks that all national 
forces, m politics, industry, commerce, the Univer- 
sities, education, the banks, and the Army, must 
be subject to the same discipline, follow the same ' 
leader, and consequently act with the same single . 
purpose under Government control 

Were not these the words and theories of 
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William II ? Docs it not involve a return to the 
Middle Ages to discuss seriously the right of 
imposing identical opinions ^ 

Under despotic governments, like that of 
'Villiam II, It came to be said that Soaalism meant 
disorder and peril, that a choice must be made 
between the Bible, disorder, and Sociahsm (BtfW, 
hehtl, Btbel), but no one dared to destroy the 
fundamental principles of modern civilisation 
Mussohni IS the first to declare that a govern- 
ment— -his Government — stands for the total nega- 
tion of the principles of democracy, freedom, and 
peace 

“ We stand for a new pnnciplc in the world,” he 
said “ We stand for the clear, categorical, and 
definite negation of the world of democracy, of 
plutocraqr, of Freemasonry — in a word, for the 
whole world of the immonal principles of 1785 ” 
Wilham II uttered threats Mussolini, though he 
disposes of far smaller forces, also utters threats 
“ We have three million men ready to fight on 
the north or the south,” be declared 
As Wilham II aspired to rule the seas, so Musso- 
lim repeats that the Mediterranean must be a 
Roman lake But many nations live on the 
Mediterranean First and foremost, there are 
France and England Can they resign themselves, 
without a war, to sec the Mediterranean become 
1 Roman lake ^ 

But what is meant by a negation of the principles 
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of 1789 ? They are essentially the same as those 
of the American Constitution of 1787 : they ate 
' the foundation-stone of modern civilisation. Either 
we must adopt these principles or else return to 
barbarism — to the principles which ruled beforcsT 
the era of civilisation. Either a free government 
chosen by the majority, or a despotic government 
in which a single man holds aU the power and 
everyone else obeys. 

No head of a government, no chief of State, 
before Mussolini, ever denied the principles on 
which all modern democracies are founded. No- 
body had c\'er criticised the noble acquisition of 
the lights of man. This negation is not a theory — 
still less is it progress ; it is an attempt to revert 
to the past, the moral code of force, the principle 
of dictatorship ; it can result only in oppression^ 
and war. 

In despotic governments and those based on 
divine right blind obedience is justified by the 
divine source of authority. But can blind obedience 
be shown to men who merely speak for a party, 
when their party of to-day advocates the destruc- 
tion of their party of yesterday ? What becomes 
of the majesty of monarchies by right divine, 
which did at least command the respect of the 
ignorant masses by reason of their origin ? Thc*^ 
earlier absolutism found its justification within^ 
itself ; the new type seeks it in force. 

’^At bottom Fascism is only a temporary expedient 
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of the reaction The Fasast march on Rome uas 
not, as the Fascists claim, a revolution, but simply 
a discovery It showed that Italy had not for 
gotten her ancient povicr, nor the medixval spirit 
'f adventure, nor the tjrarmies of social life It 
IS a rev crsion to the past m a most unexpected but 
most comprehensible form 
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Fascism regarded as White Bolshevism ^ and the 
perils which menace peace 

'^AsciSii, then, is without a theory; it is an 
adventure, a movement which unites men of all 
parties ; but in absorbing nationalism it has picked 
up cert^n sterile and dangerous formulae con- 
cerning militarj' power, imperialism, and expansion. 
The Fascists their leader the Duce. In their 
methods of government they have adopted prin- 
dples and views altogether contrary to their 
initial programme, which are found in no other 
dvilised country^ One law confers on the head* 
of the Government, the Duce, honours and dignity 
attributed to no other ruler in the world, and any 
insult to him is punished — as we have already said 
— ^by special courts, as lise-majesti. 

Fascism has no ideal but that of the Nation- 


State, which has inevitably led to an imperialist 
policy. Indeed, Fascism has proclaimed its im- 
perialist character, which is contrary to Its original 
principles. But one cannot be an imperialist if 
one has no empire, and empire means temtory.’^ 
Yet what wars can Italy usefully wage, and, now 
that the whole world is occupied, which empires 
can she rob to constitute her own ? 
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If nothing IS intended but a \erbal form, then 
that IS based on a confusion of terms and may 
constitute a danger 

When certain imperialist demonstrations caused 
^^cll founded uneasiness abroad, Mussolim wished 
to explain that the empire exists primarily in the 
will to power, and that Italy, rich m population 
and- poor in territor}, must occupy in the world 
that po*5ition to which she is entitled 

But she may occupy that position by two 
m-thods by her great energy in peaceful work, 
or through warfare An imperialist frame of mind 
cannot but lead to war And against whom ? 

There ate no more empires in continental 
Europe nominally the sole European empire is 
Great Britain The peoples who have created 
^pires have never announced their intention 
beiorchand The empire is not formed until rt 
exists in practice The British Empire did not 
proclaim itself until after the aas of empire building, 
and this was not the work of the State alone, but 
primarily of magmficently energetic individuals, 
from Chve and Hastings to Ocil Rhodes To 
announce an empire in advance is really to provide 
a comic spectacle Nevertheless, what empire could 
Italy possess under present conditions ^ 

" It Would be absurd to call Italy’s poor colomes 
an empire Rhodes, the Dodecanese, Erythrea, 
Somaliland, and Libya have no more than a miUion 
and a half inhabitants, and most of the Libyans 
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are in no Traj' under Italian control Somaliland 
and Erythrea may have a modest economic future, 
if vrs tmVe great S2cnfi«s and Jock up great 
quantities of capital Libya, the only large colony, 
is, as I have 'aid, nothing but a %ast stretch of 
sand. It tnll never have the smallest value and 
never repay a fraction of the immense sums spent 
upon It. 

Ho^ can Italy tom her'clf into an empire vrith 
her present colonies ^ And ho\i else can she do it ^ 

Italy's neighbours are Syitaerland, France, Aus- 
tria, and Yugo'lavia. Stntzerland and France arc 
outside the ^copc of discussion , novr that Austria 
xs rftiuced to a State mhabitcd solely by Germans, 
she cannot o5er encouragement to impenahst 
designs And no reasonable man can suppo'C 
that an empue could be coesaroted at Yngoslavia's 
expense. 

In reahty only tvo large European countries 
have colonial pO"es'ion5 Great Bntam has 
Donui-ocs, Protectorates, and cdloaia maze than 
thirty four ndlhon square kSometres in area ; 
F ra n ce governs some twelve million 'quare kilo- 
metres as colon.es, Protecto^tes, or nzznd^ted 
tszntcry. As G*at Bitzin's po^'cs'ions are pnn- 
cq> 2 liv Domin.ons — that is, free nations united to 
the Mother Country only by pohncal and emotional 
css — ir is m fact France vrho owns the largest, 
number o^colomes 

la pzzczics no est szpnsc of rfts hnd could he 
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attempted in America, m the countries where there 
arc large agglomerations of Italians , so that Italy 
could establish her empuc only upon the rums of 
Great Britain or France 

There is no statement more ridiculous than that 
Italy needs colonics as an outlet for her surplus 
population 

If, people say, Italy’s birth rate exceeds her 
death rate armually by about half a million, she 
needs colonies 

Only persons wholly ignorant of economic 
science, like the Italian Fascists, could argue m 
such a foolish manner They think that emigra 
tion and colonies are cognate terms, and that any 
ctJlMtry, though lacking capital or possessing only 
very limited capital resources, can turn colonial 
r rritory into land suitable for settlement 

On the contrary, the nations which possess large 
colonies ate likewise those which do not emigrate 

Ridiculous as this may seem, the explanation is 
simple 

Emigrating nations arc likewise those whose 
cap tal resources ate so inadequate that they cannot 
absorb the labour power of their population 
Some, therefore, arc obliged to emigrate to 
countries where capital is multiplying more rapidly t 
^han labour e 

“ In t*rance the phase of colonial development 
began )ust at the moment when the birth rate was 
arrested It was not men who sought new lands, but 
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capital -which sought fresh investments, and political 
ai m s helped or stimulated colonial enterprise 

Germany -was a country which sent large numbers 
of emigrants overseas When she became an in 
dustrial country she -was able to absorb her 
growing population m industry It -was then, 
when emigration had ceased, that her colonial 
empire as acquired, which she lost by the Treaty 
of Versailles In 1880 German emigration had 
fallen to a httle over 100,000 persons annually , 
in 1890 to less than ioo,ooo, and in 1900 to barely 
ao,ooo It might then be observed that immigra 
tion exceeded emigration, and that the colonics 
absorbed only a negligible proportion of the 
German workers 

Nothing is more foolish than to suppose that 
the workers of progressive nations can go tn masse 
to seek employment m countries with an and or 
tropical chmate, where the native workers ate paid 
low wages, or where there is insuffiaent capital. 

If European workers are to go in large numbers 
to distant countn«, they must find there con 
ditions favourable to development, resulting in an 
excess of capital over the labour supply The 
reason why the Italians, and indeed all Europeans, 
arc more -willmg to go to the Umted States of 
Amenca, is that the) find work at once, or, in other^ 
words, free capital ! 

When poor countries, or those -with inadequate 
capital resources, establisfi empires, they intensify 
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the crisis from which they arc suffering Indeed, 
all attempts to develop colonies increase distress 
by sumulating the export of capital 'vtluch is more 
urgently required at home 

At present Italy has not manj colonies, but she 
has several on which she has expended immense 
sums to no purpose The vast u ealth squandered 
uselessly m the Libyan enterprise m ould alone have 
sufficed to equip Italy with v. atcr power, and 
uould have gone far touards the electrification of 
her raihi a} s 

The expenditure on Libya and on a stupid 
effort m Albania, together with the rest of Italy’s 
colonial expenditure, has amounted to nearly six 
milliard gold lire Libya alone cost well over 
three milliards 

By this means Italy has aggravated her distress, 
and she has not succeeded m sending emigrants 
to her colonies, except in ludicrously small numbers 

Where has she, on the other hand, sent the great 
mass of her emigrants ? 

Before the war to the United States of America , 
since the war to France 

We must always bear in mind what I have 
already observed if France began her colonial 
policy at the moment when her birth rate fell, 
Germany began hers at the moment when her 
emigration ceased 

Tlus amply proves that it is not men but capital 
resources which seek employment in the colonies 
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With a doubtful sense of expediency Italian 
nationalism demands colonies for the trorkeis at 
the very time when the greater part of Italy is in 
need of capital for development at home, and vhen 
a further export of capital vrould only aggravate 
unemployment and poverty. 

The reason tvhy I have altvays opposed Italian 
colonial enterprise is that I envisage the true fects. 
Nevertheless, it is proper to fhmtr of Italy’s future 
as affected by coming changes. I know vciy well 
that there is no connection between the density 
and de% elopment of Italy’s population and any 
kind of colonial development or acquisition of 
coloaies. Bat Italy must cot, in justice, be pushed 
aside— this pnma,nly for political reasons ; she, 
too, n^t be at hberty to possess colonies, even if 
she gains nothing by them. 

Besides, nobody can tell what technical and 
iadosttial advance may enable us to e^loit wcahh 
whidi is now unproductive, and it would hs tmjust 
n« to take great centres of population into account- 
Nevertheless, this problem has nothing to do with 
surplus population or the birth-mte. 

1£ Italy possessed the colonies for which the 
sek-styled imperialists are clamouring, she would 
only increase her difficulties. 

A pokey of colonial occupation on Italy’s 
» therefore, no relation to the economic position) 
o the Italians. On the other hand, it may consti- 
tute a pokacal progmmmc. 
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But then we must revert to our first question. 
At whose expense, against whom, can Italy build 
up a colonial empire by rapid strides ? Certainly 
not against England ; probably not against Turkey 
either, for she is a tenacious and unyielding enemy, 
and her territory has few attractions. 

Against France, then ? 

It must be plainly stated that, if France gave up 
her Syrian mandate and her rights in Morocco, 
the problem of Italian emigration would not be 
one step nearer solution, and the capital at Italy’s 
disposal would be withdrawn from her national 
industry, to the serious detriment of the workers 
and of all classes except the profiteers, who have 
been dreaming since the war of new wars and new 
investments. 

It is all to Italy’s interest to have in France a 
rich and prosperous neighbour, just as it is all to 
her interest to have Germany developing pros- 
perously. Quite apart from any political con- 
sideration, the collapse of one of these great 
nations would be an economic disaster to Italy. 

Foreigners sometimes regard France with undue 
pessimism on account of her internal political 
dissensions, the absence of a genuine increase in 
her population, and her post-war difficulties. It is 
common to hear people in England, Germany, and 
Italy talk of France as a decadent country, lacking 
any wholesome political principles. Foreigners 
who judge France by certain aspects of Parisian 
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life, and Pans by one or distncts particularly 
frequented by themselves, are widely at fault 

Not only is France a healthy country, she is a 
country with marvellous resources, a producing 
country with first rate workmen and a great apti- 
tude for thrift She may ha\e made mistakes 
sometimes m her post uar polic) , she may have 
assumed responsibihtics outside Europe which are 
unnecessary and too great a burden , but she has 
energy enough to o\crcome difficulties greater 
than those which now face her The fall in the 
birth rate, which statisticians call ohganthropy, is 
a result of the diEusion of wealth and of the 
habit of thnft It does not point to any falling 
off in the people’s vitahty, still less to any dc^ 
seated ill 

It IS a pbcnom'mon which may be observed in 
the richest parts of the United States of America 
as well as in Australia, and in all countnes where 
wealth and ci\iUsation arc advancing Even in 
Italy those sections of the population that have 
attained a sulfiaent degree of wealth, m Piedmont 
and Liguna, have the same birth rate as France, 
and in some cases even lower 

No doubt, if Franre were to be perpetually at 
loggerheads with Germany or Great Bntain, the 
arrest of her birth rate would in the long run be 
a source of danger , but a contmuation of existing 
hatreds and dissensions would be fatal to Germany 
herself and to Great Bntam before it became fatal 



WHITE BOLSHEVISM 


ri9 

to France That is \\h) all intclhgcnt democratic 
opinion in Europe must bend its whole energy 
towards disco\eting a more humane modus tnendi, 
now that post w ar follies arc a thing of the past, 
and towards substituting a policy of construction 
and life for the present polic) of destruction 
Regarded from the human point of view, it is 
certainly unjust that the two most populous nations 
in continental Europe, with the exception of 
Russia — the two nations which have the largest 
population in proponion to their territory, Ger- 
many and Italy — should have ciiher no colonies 
at all or colonics of inconsiderable size 
But the problem is not how to rob those nations 
which have colonies and take territory from them , 
the problem is rather to secure from such nations 
conditions of absolute equality in the territories 
they control Before suspicions and latent conflict 
arose, the Italians found an ample outlet for their 
labour in French North Africa, and French capital 
often united with Italian labour m joint avihsing 
activities 

The reason why Italy did not suffer from terrible 
uncmplojment after the war wras solely that at 
least 800,000 Italians went to France, where they 
found capital and employment 

It IS plain that Italian imperialism cannot be 
directed cither against Germany or Russia Ger 
many has no territory to give up and has no common 
frontier with Italy Neither can it be directed 
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against Switzerland, Austaa, or Yugoslavia — that 
IS, against neighbouring countries 

^ attack on Turkey in Asia Minor would be 
alike insane and disastrous Finally, if Italj obtained 
mandates in place of France or Great Bntain, she 
would assume a heavy burden without any profit 
Italian imperialist policy, then, can only be 
directed against Great Britam and France But 
Italy IS an cxclusi%ely Mediterranean country, and 
she IS obliged to import from overseas ^ the 
necessanes of life , this makes an anti British policy 
impossible for her Italian imperialism, therefore, 
must be direaed against France, or must at any 
rate base its hopes on a new world conflagration 
in which Italy, as tictor, would obtain increased 
power and dominion. But onl) irresponsible heads 
could pursue such a catastrophic aim on behalf 
of a country economically weak, whose resources 
have been largely exhausted bj the war, and whose 
war debts and military outlay constitute the greater 
part of the budgetary expenditure 
After all, then, Italian Fasast impenahsm is 
nothing but words Yet mete words can be 
a danger because they produce an unhealthily 
excited state of mind, and war and peace, before 
they become external facts, exist as states of mind 
Belief IS created b) a mental attitude, said Pascal 
The Italian Fascist leader holds all power con 
centrated in his own hands He unites the subtlest 
prerogatives Controlled by none, be commands 
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lU the tcsoutces of the State All his Ministers 
arc no more than rank and file soldiers of the 
fascist party Parliament no longer exists The 
Press no longer cxerascs a controlling influence 
In praaicc this is a sjstem of dictatorship — eten 
of absurdity 

A people of forty millions can no longer express 
any uill of its oan It is in the power of a single 
man and a single party 

Even if e grant that Mussolini possesses every 
talent, yet uncontrolled power is a standing menace 
to the life of the people at home and to international 
peace In his variable infallibility the head of the 
Government controls the destiny of the nation 

But in rjiii he opposed the nulitary expedition 
to Libya in an anti militarist and revolutionary 
spirit, and in 1913 he made preparations for revolu- 
tion In 1914 he caused the outbreak of the 
revolt known as the “ Red Week,” and incited 
proletarian crowds to an attack on Capitalism In 
1914 he was violently opposed to the war, and 
in 1913 he glorified it In 1919 he established 
Fascism as an anti monarchist and anti-capitalist 
movement , then he turned it into a reactionary 
movement In 19x2, right up to the eve of the 
march on Rome, he still proclaimed himself a • 
'epublican, and a few days later, having taken over 
the reins of government, he regarded as traitors 
men who advocated, with far greater moderation, 
only a part of the Fascist programme of 1919 
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If there is no longer an> opposition in Ital\, 
what further transformations his Fascism in store 
for us ^ Will Mussolim yet become a Communist, 
in view of possible currents of popular feeling? 
Will he perhaps suddenJp revert to his original^ 
tenets^ 

From the pomt of view of our civilisation* 
Mussolini is not a forerunner but a loiterer In 
his speech and his gestures he re\crt5 to the long 
past forms of primitive civilisations , not onlj is 
he far removed from the thought of the future, 
he IS even far removed from our present civili'a 
tion , he is an Italian of the fifteenth century in 
the midst of an irresolute and hesitating crowd 
He IS not a man who will go far, but a man who 
comes from a^r 

But what prmaple is there in Fascism opable 
of inspiring the masses vnth respect for the Fascism- 
State and Its authonty ^ The organisation of an 

• armed force is not a policy, still less an ideal it 
is merely a temporary necessitj It cannot be 
supposed that it is possible to suppress all kinds 
of freedom for an indefimtc penod, to force the 
same opinions upon everybody, and permanently 
to imptJSe centtahsed organisations, more tyrannical 
than those of Imperial Rus'ia 

^ The Fascist leaders have always declared that'j 
public opinion is nothmg to them, that they rely 

♦ on force and not on consent. 

Several centuries ago Italy's greatest political 
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writer, Machm-clli, pointed to the dangers in- 
volved in this idea ; “ He who has fmv enemies,” he 
Slid, “ can have security without a fuss ; but be n ho ^ 
has the n>boU mhent for enemj can nner be sentre, 
wd the more be resorts to cruelty, the feebler bis rule 
beumes.” 

^ Dictatorsbp cannot legally exist under a 
monarchy. Either the sovetcign submits to the 
dictatorsbp, and sovcteignty thereby Joses its true 
purpose ; or else the dictatorship merely expresses 
the will of the sovereign, and then the law of the 
State is in reality abolished and the monarchy loses 
its constitutional character. 

In the long run force docs not suffice for the 
defence of a system of government. Principles of 
absolutism must always be founded on theocracy 
and tradition. A bsolute power was based oipon 
th e will of G od. Our ancestors honestly believed 
that God had conferred upon a single man, or a 
single family, the right of ruling other men. 
Absolute sovereigns were sincerely convinced that 
they had a Divine mission. Any act of opposition 
against the sovereign power was also an act of 
opposition against the Divinity. There was a kind 
of priestly solemnity m all the poses of the last 
sovereigns who believed themselves to rule by 
Divine right — Nicholas II of Russia and William II 
of Germany. Nicholas II never deviated from the 
notion that he was fulfiUmg a Divine mission 
in all his idiocy and stupid stJcmnity., 
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But absolute power which does not emanate 
from God, nor from the right of conquest — what 
IS such po'tt er ^ Nothing but transient coercion. 

For some time Bolshevism has exercised a 
certam power of attraction o\ cr groups of revolu; 
tionary workers In many countries Fasasm exer- 
cises a certain pother of attraction over the most 
reactionary classes, because they think that m it 
they have found an antidote to Bolshevism. 

The Sotiet Government has long sought to 
spread its prmciples beyond its own frontiers. It 
has been unsuccessful, and has been dnven slowly 
to abandon its aim of world-wide revolution. The 
effort of Fasasm will meet with no better fate; 
It cannot promote a movement of world wide 
reaaion. 

There have been attempts to copy it, and there 
may be others. But these attempts cannot develop 
into anything serious in great industrial counmes 
hke Great Britain, France, Belgium, Germany, 
and the Scandinavian countries No personal 
dictatorship is possible in France. In Germany 
the democratic parties and the Repubhe are solidly 
established- A little Fasast rising attempted in 
Belgium produced prompt and immediate resist- 
ance A small Fasast movement has cropped up 
in G^echoslov akia , it is not senous and will come’* 
to nothing. No Fasast movement can be any- 
thmg but a fruitless experiment in countries w hich 
have attamed a high degree of economic develop- 
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ment ; it trill be followed by popular movements 
whose outcome cannot be predicted. 

Fasasm is only an Italian phenomenon. 
Abroad there are mere colourless imitations of 
no importance 

No serious politician in France accepts a Fascist 
policy ; the reactionaries, even though they are 
accused of Fasast tendencies, declare that they 
have nothing to do with Fasasm 
In England the Prime Minister, Baldwin, declared 
in a famous speech that the English people would 
never tolerate a Mussolini 
Sir Austen Chamberlain, who has sometimes 
been accused of a certain degree of good will 
towards Italian Fasasm, was pleased to say to the 
British Press representatives that Fascism is a 
purely Italian phenomenon, but that if Mussolini 
had contemplated carrying it beyond the borders 
of Italy he, Chamberlain, would have opposed it. 

I hope that Sir Austen Chamberlain did not say 
precisely that, for I think he can hardly compare 
Italy, who in the course of her history has endowed 
mankind with three great civilisauons, with Somali- 
land or the Sudan. 

The only Anglo-Saxon poliuaan who has to 
;ome extent defended Fasasm is Mr. Winston 
"TiurchiU. He repeated the statement (which every- 
3ody now recognises is incorrert) that Fasasm saved 
raly from financial disaster and Commumsm. He 
wen said— or at least the words were attributed 
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to him : “ If I had been an Italian, 1 should have 
been a Fascist ” 

It IS difficult to understand why Mr. Churchill 
IS not a Fascist in England, where the social crisis 
IS serious and class conflict at least as violent 
in Italy The reason is that Fascism is not for 
export, and even the most extreme Conserva- 
tives are satisfied to watch its effects on a friendly 
country (Jaaamus expertmentum in antma Vilt), but 
they fully understand that it cannot be imitated 

Even chance dictatorships do not Uke to be 
confused with Italian Fascism 

On the day on which he effected his coup d'itat 
m Poland, Marshal Pilsudski made a point of 
announcing : 

“I do not think that anything resembling, 
Fasasm could be acclimatised m Poland The 
people ate patient, but they need to feel affectionate 
confidence in their leaders ' they would not submit 
to force used, as has been done, on behalf of small 
local organisations No, Fascism is not made to 
suit our needs ” 

An unlucky Italian Ambassador to the United 
States of America made a remark most insulting 
to Italy at a public meetmg* when it was said 
that the Americans would not have tolerated the 
suppression of all freedom, he rqjlied that Fascism^ 
would be useless in America or among the Anglo- > 
Saxons, but was necessary in Italy. 

Fascism and Bolshevism are not two opposing 
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principles, they are both the negation of the 
Same principles of freedom and order Fascism, 
as Mussolim has said, is a negation of the principles 
of 1789 — that IS, likewise, of the principles of the 
Amcncan Constitution of 1787 and of Lnghsh 
public lau It is, therefore, a negation of all the 
principles of modern civilisation It is a reversion 
to the ethics of absolute monarchy and the indi 
vidual resort to force — a reversion to the conception 
of war as a national industry 
The order imposed by Fascism is merely super- 
ficial , for the great mass of the workers, and the 
intellectuals, submit to force but do not accept 
the system Dut a system which is not rooted in 
the conscience of the people collapses at the first 
shock Shakespeare, who knew the human heart' 
better than any other man, wrote that authority 
based on fear lacks a solid foundation, for fear 
turns to hatred in the course of tune 
In Russia, on the eve of the Tsarist collapse, 
everything seemed orderly, whilst in England and 
France discontent was freely expressed Anyone 
who visited Russia returned convinced that the 
Tsarist rule was firmly established Scialoja, a 
man of quick and subtle perceptions, who was 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in my Cabinet, 
"■eturned from Russia a few weeks before the 
[all of the Tsarist regime, and announced with 
positive assurance to all the journalists that the 
overthrow of Tsardom was impossible English 
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politicians, men of wide expenencc, fell into the 
same error 

The order which reigns m Italy is only the 
semblance of order Beneath it is nothmg but 
hatred All the most honest mmds feel the utmos^ 
r a'v ersion to Fasasm the people, tortured, crushed, 
and insulted, submit because they must 
If It were not that everybody is inclined to abuse 
Fascism and hlussoluu, xthy was it neces'ary to 
pass a law decreemg the impnsonment of any 
atiaen who speaks ill of Mussolini and Fascism ^ 

I am very sure that, if people could vote freely 
in Italy, the Fascists and Mussolini would not 
receive even a hftieth jmt of the votes — only 
a small mmonty of exatable Black Shuts and 
malignant leactionanes forming a decadent socie^ 
Indeed, if there were no dmger to be appre- 
hended from voting, why aboLsb all elections, 
even for local government ^ 

There are only two solutions of the problem 
of Italian Fascism* — ^revolution or war, or one 
foUowmg the other ♦ the longer Fasasm lasts the 
greater is the danger of war or revolution. 

Italy IS now hke a country occupied by an armed 
force Silence is imposed, consent is imposed by 
force, no free voice is tolerated. The armed 
mmonty is always ready to oppose the great , 
majority — ^lackmg arms, lacking justice, lackmg 
protecnon. 

If anybody speaks ill of Mussolini there is 
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always a spy ready to denounce him. Espionage 
flourishes in Italy far more freely than orange-trees ; 
it is cvcr)'whcrc to be met with now. Prison, or 
assassination without even prison, is the order of 
I he day. The police cannot intcr\xne — sometimes 
they must even act as accomplices. Magistrates 
arc forced to stop legal proceedings, or to acquit 
even the most criminal of Fascists. 

In all Fascist journals there is open talk of those 
persons who must be killed : and often they arc 
the most highly respected men m the country 
— former Ministers, Senators, great authors, and 
so on. Not only Socialists and republicans, but 
Liberals, democrats, and even Catholics and Con* 
ser\atives who do not accept Fascism, arc regarded 
as antl-nauonal. 

Fascism may last for three weeks, three months,/ 
or three years longer. However that may be, a 
Government based on violence and depending on 
1 single man cannot last permanently. Mussolini 
jkes to compare himself to Sulla. But Sulla, 
;he great Roman dictator, had to wage great wars 
tnd bring great wealth to Rome in order to win 
popularity : and even his dictatorship did not 
ast long. Seriously, what war can Fascism wage ? 
kVc arc always hearing talk of war, and the Fascists 
Sink of nothing else. But, looking ahead, we can 
ce no war that would not be disastrous. Mussolini 
:vcn said in one of his speeches that 1926 must 
)e an imperial year for Italy. It was nothing but 
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a dark period of violence and death, of murdeis 
and penury. The people have heen reduced to 
black bread, and the death penalty for opponents 
has been introduced. The sole imperial act, the 
sole gesture of magmficence and supreme power/^ 
has been to refrain from paying ai milliard lire 
of debt -when it fell due. 

But during this year it has become clear that 
Fascism is an international menace. In France a 


whole orgamsaoon was discovered — spies, 
provoeateurs^ and even Fascist Government officials 
— working m the pay and under the direction of 
the Italian Government. 


Lile Bolshevism, lulian Fascism (with even 
greater virulence) has sent propagandists, secret 
agents, and organisers to almost every country^ 
These remarkable propagandists have even tned 
to introduce Fascist methods abroad — espionage, 
calumny, and sometimes assassination and murder. 
Mainly in France and Belgium, but also in the 
Umted States of America, there have been occur- 
rences, and there will be more, which eluadate the 
true mternational aaivities of Fascism. 


Yet Conservatives arc still to be found who arc 


alarmed at Bolshevik methods, but extremely indul- 
gent towards the methods of Fascism. Ihey do 
not consider that there is little difference betv'cc^ 
the two, and that, in certain respects. Fascism and 
Bolshevism are the same. Both arc similar post- 
war phenomena — both am international sources 
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of danger Fascism possesses neither a moral 
code nor a social foundation 
The reason wh) reactiorury groups, even m free 
countries like England, America, and France feel 
certain s)'n]pathy v.ith Fascism is simply that 
there arc everywhere blind Conservatives who 
fav our reaction in any form whatev er, and do not 
gauge the consequences Need vtc be surprised ? 

Even to-da) in, the most civilised countries there 
are still barbarians A man may use electric rail 
wa)S, the telephone, and the typewriter, and still 
be a barbarian Civibsauon is within ourselves, 
in our moral conceptions, our religious and civic 
ideas of life In the great European countries and in 
America I know great industrialists, rich men, men of 
the world, who are well dressed barbarians, far less 
idvanccd than a Sw iss artisan or a Danish peasant 
Asia has lost all respea for our Western civdisa 
ion because ouc technical progress has no relation 
:o our moral development Modern barba>ians 
)ftcn occupy the highest positions, and they arc 
he true menace to our future 
There arc even people who regard Fascism with 
jleasure and repeat the unchanging commonplaces 
he Fascists have improved the efficiency of the 
allways (as if railways were not efficient every 
irhere now, and as if there had not been the same 
)Ost war difficulties everywhere) , Fascism saved 
taly from financial collapse (while m fact it has 
lone nothing but make mistakes) , and so on 
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The modern barbarians think nothing of the 
spectacle of a country with a population of forty 
millions depnvcd of all freedom, their most 
honoured atiaens robbed of all personal secunt), 
without legal remedy, deported, massacred, mur- 
dered, the Press closed dotin, the life of the 
spirit destroyed 

There are, too, men of the tiorld who admire 
Mussolmi on horseback, the Fasasts in their black 
shirts. Fascist processions with trumpets and bugles, 
etc Hystenca! women, especially, find interest in 
these shows The lounges of the large hotels are 
often filled with imbeciles from all counmes — ^mea 
with monocles, ladies whose one thought is amuse 
menL It is for the most part these halfwitted 
people who come to Italy without seemg anythmg, 
who hear nothing, never talk with the people, and 
know the national life only through the theatres, 
shows, and banquets which are the real propa 
gandists among foreigners Often, especially in the 
case of Americans, the«c people are adventurers 
who, just because they come from democratic 
countnes, hke to mix with the anstocracy of 
Europe In Italy, uhere nearly everybody is 
opposed to Fascism, the anstocracy for the most 
part favour it. Thev are usually short of money 
and hope to secure more through reduced wagesi 
and the oppression of the people They were of 
no importance, and now for the first time Fascism 
regards them as a social force and makes use of 
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them on all sides Many American ladies, who 
come to Italy and like to be introduced into the 
drawing rooms of the aristocracy, repeat m hat they 
hear \Mthout m\estigatmg jt 
The American Press — with certain exceptions — 
and cspcciallj the Yellow Press, shows profound 
Ignorance of European affairs There is apprccia 
tion of any manifestation of force (the strong man), 
pomp, sounding plirascs, everything theatrical 
Mussolim earns sympathies almost like the 
famous boxers Tunney and Dempsey In the 
matter of pomp and theatrical show no govern- 
ment has ever been more grandiose than Fascism 
But what will endure of all this ? 

Fascism and Bolshevism are two negations of 
order 

Nevertheless, houevet one may regard it, Bol- 
shevism IS an ideal ir is an attempt by a minonry 
to impose Communist orgamsation m a country 
exhausted by two unsuccessful wars, where there 
is not and never has been a numerous and intelli 
gent industrial middle class, and where the great 
majority of the people arc illiterate and play no 
part whatever in the national life 
Bolshevism was conceived by its leaders as a 
Communist scheme of otgatusation Much of 
what we deplore in Bolshevism is found also in the 
history of the French Revolution, which we admire 
IS a whole because we view it at a distance Many 
af the faults of Bolshevism arc common to all 
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revolutions Bolshevism is the Socialism of eztreme 
po^ erty, v-ith all its errors and faults But there 
IS in It something vrhidi is not merely violence 
But Fascism has no ideal It is simply the 
«ei 2 ure of the State by an armed minoaty, V7hich4 
proclaims prmciples in fiat contradiction to tho«e 
for ^hich It had alv ays struggled. The only idea 
v/hich can be deteaed m it is that of the Nation* 


State, depending on an organised party armed so 
as to make its pou.cr effective But these demon 
strations and poses are caricatures of those of 
William II, and can only prot oke the most serious 
conflicts at home and excite suspicion abroad. 

Any kind of nationalism must inevitably lead to 
fresh wars But Italy, by reason of her social 


structure and the growth of her population, needs 
only peace, freedom, and trade 




Thus Italy and Russu have, each m its own 


way, dcstro /cd freedom. 


But can these two phenomena be regarded as 


isolated? 


We must recognise that there are reaaionary 
tendencies, nationalist dogmas, and excessive Pro- 
tection in other countries still suffermg from 
v/ar time neurosis , and these restrict and menace 


freedom 


X 


Frecdor:, reaction, and Socialism in the light 
of History 

The crisis in the history of freedom was an 
inevitable consequence of the war. 

People’s mentality had undergone a profound 
change throughout Europe after the war. At 
least sixty million men had learnt to kill and to 
consider the death of the enemy as a supreme 
good. Whilst these men were fighting a number 
of speculators were accumulating large fortunes, 
larger than any before in Europe. 

After the war the Peace Treaties left a deep 
sense of dissatisfaction In many countries the 
victors do not feel secure , the vanquished have 
not abandoned certain aspirations which they con- 
sider just. And these aspirations arc increasingly 
dangerous just because m the East they arc some- 
times based on the sense of justice — that very 
sense of justice which the Allied nations had 
proclaimed during the war. 

It IS this state of moral confusion which involves 
the most serious menace to freedom and the ideal 
of freedom. 

At all times freedom hashadnumerous enemies in 
the reactionary parties, as alsomthc extremist patties. 
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True Liberals are those who desire neither to 
be oppressed nor to oppress Tho«e ^ho do not 
wish to be oppressed have alwajs been \cry 
numerous As for those who do not wish to 
oppress, they have always been far fetter, and^ 
smee the war their number has been further greatly 
reduced, for the war developed the ferments of 
hatred and violence 

In the lives of individuals, as of nations, there 
come penods of exceptional and feverish exate 
ment Truly, we are now living in an exertional 
period, and moral sentiment is greatly abated 

But need we conclude that this post war morbid 
condition will produce fresh paroxysms of disease ^ 
Need we conclude that the new methods of violence 
arc permanent^ Is it to be imagined that free 
insatutions are finally destroyed’ Are th^ not- 
ratber passing through a transitory crisis ^ Is it 
to be imagined that the menace to freedom will 
remam for cv cr ^ Can it be behev ed that we shall 
long subimt to the domination of an armed 
minority, and that the example of a few countnes 
where ^s has happened will be followed by other 
countnes’ Gan it be believed that Europe will 
long continue to oscillate between revolution and 
reaction, without reachmg the stable cquihbnum 
of free instirations ’ 

I thinh not I rather mcline to believe the 
contrary 

In my judgment the present phase is transitory 
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— It IS on\y a post-M. at crisis — and m c shall shortly 
rc\crt to Liberal principles, which alone can restore 
prosperit} and peace to Europe. 

Except m mathcnuucs there arc no such things 
as absolute principles Politics arc simply a mam* 
"“testation of life How could there be absolute 
principles ? There is nothing permanent or definite 
in social institutions In different epochs history 
has always presented us with the conflict between 
conscnatiic and reactionary principles But only 
m epochs of freedom ha\c modern nations made 
great progress 

There ate moments, even in the most civilised 
societies, v/hen reaction may be necessary to oppose 
the forces of dissolution, to strengthen the discipline 
of labour, and to augment the authority of the 
State There ate eases where reaction is neccs* 
saty, and where it frequently tenders a service 
to liberty 

Anaent Rome experienced dictatorship during 
the era of dcmocraqr In every democracy con- 
flicts may arise, and have arisen, which cannot be 
settled by ordinary methods But dictatorship in 
Ancient Rome, except during a few years of discord 
and civil war, was far from being an attack on the 
State , It was rather a defence of the State 

In republican Rome the dictatorship was pro- 
vided for by public law and conducted with 
wisdom The dictator nominated by the 
Senate, and his powers were conferred by the 
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Senate itself — that is, hy Parliament He exercised 
the authonty of the Consuls — that is, executive 
authority, and he was chosen for a definite pur- 
pose — to overcome a particular difficulty, usually 
war, or m case of disagreement between the 
Senate and the popular Comtia^ or when the 
Repubhc itself was in danger His mandate was 
for a hmited period, often only a few days or a 
few weeks, and seldom outlasted six months It 
was a useful and practical method of overcoming 
the crisis of democracy It was no derogation 
from the digmty and vitality of free institutions 

Modern Parliaments have often m case of need 
delegated their legislative powers to the Govern- 
ment But always for a sufficiently short period 
and for a definite purpose 

But this IS utterly different from dictatorship 
imdcrstood as seizure of the State by an individual 
or a party, or by an mdividual m the service of a 
party, or, what is worst of all, by a party in the 
service of an individual 

S ocialist^ which is the tendency towards extreme 
democracy, involves the idea of a soaety without 
privileges for wealth or social position* Every 
highly developed soaety possesses and has pos- 
sessed one or other form of Socialism The noblest 
minds have always been attracted by the idea of 
a society in which all men may start with the 
same advantages m the struggle for life, and may 
develop their talents in perfect equahty. The idea 
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that c\cry man should otic his social position to , 
his ov. n efforts, and not to inheritance, or chance, 
or privilege, is so fine that no one can resist its 
attraction 

Though uc, Liberals and democrats, do not 
believe in Socialist formulx, and particularly do 
not accept the class struggle and the methods of 
the Socialist parties, yet we cannot but rccogxusc. 
that Socialism, in various forms, is permeating thc^ 
whole Social life of civilised nations In spue of 
ourselves, v-e accept some part of its doctrine 
Even whilst we rc/ect it we arc inspired by the 
principles of solidarity which he at its roots 
j Every day there is fresh evidence of the deep 
infiltration of Socialism as a moral principle and 
a basis of popular action There is more and 
more lively discussion of Marxian principles, but 
the Labour movement permeates our whole modern 
life It IS not that the programmes of orthodox 
theorists arc winning through, but that the needs 
of society dominate the situation A large number 
of ideas and reforms which were scoffed at twenty 
years ago have now been realised — the eight hour 
day to begin with, which all economists opposed 
and all declared impracticable 

Socialism and reaction may be regarded as 
arbitrary forms of soaal activity Their character 
IS rather that of correctives and exceptional pheno- 
mena It IS in periods of confusion that reaction 
may be looked upon as a remedy Socialist reforms 
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i mxy be regarded rather as a corrective of the 
errors and abuses of Capitalism. 

But it is Liberalism which meets the permanent 
needs of modern civilisation in its most advanced 
phases, which makes possible the greatest progress 
and the greatest social improvement, the greatest 
dev'elopment of wealth and the highest standard 
of well-being for the people ; Liberalism is the 
normal condition, best adapted to preserve the 
social life of the most advanced nations. 

In the most prosperous years of the nineteenth 
century, right up to the outbreak of the Great War, 
Liberalism alone provided a basis for the greatest 
economic advance, for peace at home and good 
relations between the peoples. The great modem 
nations have been moulded by free competition 
and nothing else ; not only freedom of thought 
and action, but freedom of the Press, of meet- 
ing, and of association. 

Hie condition upon which reaction may some- 
times be necessary, and therefore useful, is that it 
be transitory and regarded only as a painful remedy. 
But any process of adaptation to servitude means 
decadence. If reaction persists for long it must 
impoverish, hun^iate, and demoralise the countries 
where it exists. Nations living under a dictator- 
ship are perpetually menaced by revolutions and 
crises, and when the dictator overcomes internal 
difficulties he is inevitably driven into adventures 
abroad — that is, into wa^ w'hich calls for the unity 
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of all citizens and puts a stop to domestic opposition 
Re\olution and aluajs lurk in countries living 
under a dictatorship , these arc the servile countries 
And if bondsmen constitute the great mass of the 
tjcople. It IS they Tiho are readiest m treachery 
Their acquiescence is nothing but fear At the 
first te\ erse their resistance is gone That is why 
no dictatorship m a modern country is solid or 
lasting, even when it makes a great display of 
force, that is why, after it has humiliated the 
people and crushed the education of the joung. 
It paves the way for revolution 

Dictators, like despotic kings, aluays profess the 
best intentions what people u ant is well being, • 
not freedom , the Government must save the 
nation from all perils, real or imaginary , the 
action of a despotic State is opposed only to 
the forces of dissolution To day these arguments 
are the same as they were a century ago — those who 
use them fail to see that freedom is the sole remedy, 
and that only free activities, with all their errors 
and drawbacks, will save society as a whole from 
great disasters 

It IS man himself that is the greatest of human 
values The natural wealth above and below 
ground is of value only if it is exploited by human 
activmcs , on the other hand, human activities on 
a considerable scale are possible only where there 
arc free men and free institutions 

No authoritarian State m the modern world has 
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attained a high degree of civilisation nor e\en a 
considerable measure of wealth In the earijr days 
of absolutism the evil is not perceived, but 
decadence is mcvitable 

The activities, the labour, of a nation of bonds- ^ 
men must be of feeble quahty Thinb what it 
means, when everything depends on the Govern 
ment, and the Government depends on a single 
man, or a handful of men Servile labour is not 
fully productive 

The post war neurosis has created ahhe dictator 
ships and revolutionary movements Everyone w ill 
xe^ the great strikes, economic and still more 
political m character, which followed the war, and 
the spmt of revolt, everywhere there was the 
same dishhe of work, the same undisciplined spirit. 
Reaction has often followed revolutionaiy move 
ments, and where widespread and wholesome 
democratic customs have been absent, a White 
dictatorship has been the consequence of threats 
of Red dictatorship But revolutionary and xe 
actionary movements are ahke the outcome of 
troubled and altogether exceptional times 

When Europe recovers herself and reverts to a 
normal hfe, freedom will be re-cstablisbed, not as 
a pohtical necessity, but as a condition of produc- • 
tion and commerce, and of life itself 
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3xaggtratms mcirnin^ Bohbtvism and the aeakness 
oj the reacthnaty classes. The excesses oj Capital- 
ism outside Eurojx 

There ate still many causes of disorder in Europe, 
as for instance those which arise from the domestic 
policy of^the new countries created or enlarged by 
the Peace Treaties. There is the uncertainty of 
the future. There ate Red dictatorships and 
dictatorships. There is the multitude of newly 
rich, war profiteers who, with the heJp of a per- 
nicious Press, still sow hatred between the nations. 
There is dangerous naoonalist agitation, particu- 
larly in States composed of several nationalities. 
There is the hfcditerrancan fever of dictatorship. 
Protection and militarism still survive, at once the 
cause and the consequence of nationalism, each 
with its sombre train ; disordered currency, unem- 
ployment, financial crises, and so on. 

In the Conservative Press all these disorders ate 
explained by one single fact, which preoccupies 
attention day after day : Bolshevism. Russian 
' Bolshevism explains everything and justifies every- 
thing. The very same people who find excuses 
for Fascism and its subversive activities are over- 
anxious concerning the perils of Bolshevism. 



144 bolshevism, FASaSM, AND DEMOCRACY 
Iq France, Germany, and England Communism, 
which hardly existed before the war, finds a fertile 
soil among the working masses But the progress 
made, which is shght in spite of appearances, is 
intentionally exaggerated 

So long as discontent and exasperation and 
revolt persist, where the)' arc the hand of Afoscow 
will be discerned If Bolshevism were really 
responsible for e\'er) thing that is attributed to it, 
no human power could arrest its progress. It 
would be a vast and invincible force. 

In the eyes of the reactionaries Bolshevism 
explains e\cr)'thing The White dictatorship in 
Italy IS a bulwark against Bolshmsm. General 
Pnmo dc Riscra, too, has often spoken of the 
necessity of checking the menace of revolution, 
in order to justify the Spanish dictatorship , and 
that in a country where popular revolutions are 
unknown, where all revolutions have been the 
work of the militat) 

Abd-cl Knm fought m the Riff against Spam 
and France. In rcabty this was a colonial war, 
which Spanish Governments, by the way, have 
always waged unskilful!). But it was sought to 
trace in this the influence of Bolshevism. 

In China deep-seated hostility has arisen towards 
foreigners and Western Capit^sm , once more it 
is the work of Bolshevism. 

Turkey has recov cred her independence by force 
of arms, and has thrown off the shackles of many 
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scandalous injusuccs, such as the capitulations and 
the brigandage of European Capitalism. Whence 
It is proclaimed that Turk^ and the whole world 
of Islam act under the instructions of Moscow. 
Throughout Asia there is a ferment of revolt 
against our dc%’ilishly rapacious civilisation *. this 
IS the work of Bolshevism. 

Let us admit that this kind of blindness is no 
new thing. 

Nothing is more interesting than to read the 
Enghsh Press and English political writings during 
the French revolutionary and Napoleomc period. 
AU errors, all acts of violence, all revolts which 
occurred in Europe were attnbuted to the French 
and to Napoleon, and revolutionaries whom the 
French honour to-day were spoken of as brigands, 
without God or fatherland. 

For many years after iSij, on the other hand, 
everything was attributed to the pernicious influ- 
ence of Freemasonry, the Liberals, and the Car- 
bonari. Later, when Socialism first raised its head, 
all crimes were attributed to the perverted principles 
which would destroy the family, society, and the 
nation. 

If Bolshevism were responsible for all the errors 
attributed to it, if it could influence men at will, 
even in the most distant and most highly developed 
countries, if it could extend its activities over every 
continent, if it alone could cause the peoples in 
Europe and Asia and the Mussulmans of Africa 
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to revolt, if It could cause unrest and violent 
disturbances in all nations, we should have to 
admit that it wielded such immense influence over 
men’s minds as to pstify and render hwful every 
one of Its triumphs Bolshevism would be destined^ 
to prevail, because it would be greater and more 
powerful than any opposition, and it would be 
idle to resist so immense a vital force 

The truth is far more modest Bolshevism does 
not represent so formidable a power It is only 
our mistakes which give power to numerous 
malcontents It is natural that Bolshevism, like 
all revolutionary forces, should take advantage of 
this But what is great is not Bolshevism, but our 
folly and our addiction to violence Our errors 
are the cause , Bolshevism is only a consequence 
Some years have passed smee the war ended, < 
and we persist, especially m Central and Eastern 
Europe, in pursuing the same policy of secret 
agreements and athanccs unitmg one group of 
States against another group, with the result that 
no policy of disarmament is possible, for suspicion 
and fear are aggravated rather than diminished 
Ihere are men still on the scene who were lespon 
sible for the conflagration, there are even men 
and dictators who openly seek fresh conflicts 
The type of Sociahsts who in nearly e\ eiy country*^ 
have taken part m the work of government have 
moderated their progminme Idealists, malcon 
tents, timid persons, and those who honestly wish 
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to avert vv'ar, arc gravitating towards Communism 
Instead of mending their ways, in manj countries 
the well to do and ruling classes set up dictator- 
ships or aim at a reacuonary monarch} , or else 
they praise diaatorship and show s}mpath) for 
countries where it is m force Is it not reasonable 
that the people should become more and more 
suspicious ^ But I do not know of a single 
countr) in Europe which is really permeated with 
Bolshevik influence, and where Commumsm is a 
genuine and serious menace No sooner docs 
Commumsm reveal itself clearl} than it provokes 
such a reaction as to paral)se itself immediately 
At the present time the Commumsts are disposed 
to slacken their propaganda m Europe 
As for the international activities of Bolshevism, 
m Europe and bejond, the vast schemes attributed 
to Soviet Russia a year or two ago were, for the 
most part, figments of the imagination of a few 
reactionary journalists, mainly English It may be 
true that Bolshevik agents stirred up revolt in 
Chma But did not the wickedness of Europeans 
in China merit the deepest hostihty from the 
Chinese, and was it not bound, sooner or later, to 
bring about bloody conflicts ^ Chinese tendencies 
are at once nationalist and Commumst National- * 
ism IS the outcome of the treacherous robbery and 
cruelty of Europeans, who often enough com- 
mitted horrible crimes, particularly at the time of 
the Boxer rising The Chmese revolt is simply a 
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response to the most barbarous form of capitalist 
exploitation ever known to man 

The Qiincse people are the most patient m the 
world, and the least addicted to violence The 
practical philosophy of Confucius and Mencius, 
which has penetrated deep into the Chinese soul, 
IS of ail others the most pacific in its influence 
If the Europeans and their armies of occupation 
had not indulged in countless excesses, if thej had 
not always resorted to miserable intrigues to obtain 
concessions and exploit the economic situation, 
China Vi ould probably have offered no opposition 
to trade 

But the most shameftil part of the story was 
and is the methods of European Qpitalism in 
China In those Chinese proMnccs where the 
anti foreign agitation is most violent European 
capitalists have ruined more hv es than the casualties 
m a great war 

Not only adult workers but children too have 
been exploited in the most shameful manner, 
working fifteen and sixteen hours a day without 
a break and without holidays , and wages have 
been almost everywhere reduced to famme rates 
by the competition of the mass of poor workers 

The fullest inquiries in England into the 
brutahties of manufacturer in the early days of 
industrialism pale by comparison with the awful 
spectacle of European capitalist actions in China 
Those who have invested their capital most profit- 
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ably in China, and uho cheerfully receive their 
dividends and pocket large profits )car by year, 
complain of Bolshev ik propaganda in China But 
they do not consider that, if there has been Bol- 
shevik propaganda, it found men’s minds disposed 
to hatred “nicy do not pcrceuc that their immense 
profits drip with blood, and that the development 
b) Europeans of textile industries, among others, 

IS one of the darkest pages in the history of world 
industry 

And the iron industry already it is burdened 
•with heavy responsibiht) in Europe, is it not 
also responsible for many of the errors committed 
m Morocco ? Has not the clerical policy of Spain 
long been stupid and exasperating > If a country 
iikc the Baff, •^uh only a small popnlation— haidly 
as much as a single Spanish province — held out 
for so long and resisted so dcsperatelj, were there 
not good reasons for resistance ^ 

The day on which the King of Spain made the 
great mistake of declaring a Holy War — that is, 
a war against the infidel — did not merely restore 
his own country to its former clerical mentality , 

It lent a religious character to the resistance of the 
Rifii Though the quick poliacal intelligence of 
the French corrected the mistake, its harmful 
results were none the less protracted 

We complain of the opposition with which 
Europe meets to day outside Europe But Europe 
IS only gathermg the fnuts of capitalist madness * 
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and a spirit of plunder -which has undermined the 
very foundations of international ethics In the 
course of a few jears Europe has not only changed 
from a creditor to a debtor contment; she has 
also forfeited much of her moral authority. 

The two European countries which do most to 
trouble Europe’s dreams, Turkey ,and Russia, hate 
been driven into their excesses by our own excesses. 

I myself took part in mtcrnational conferences 
in 1919 and 1920 m vhich Turkey’s fate was 
determined, and I tried to avert the worst errors 
But how could I stand out when the idea was 
pro alent that the fate of the \ anquished could be 
arbitrarily determined ^ 

Many crimes were committed against the TurU 
They were to be ejected from Europe The 
Sultan was to be banished to Broussa Territory 
in Asia ilinor -was to be taken from the Turks to 
be given to the Greeks and Armenians. Armenu 
wished not only to establish an Armenian State 
with reasonable frontiers, but to create a great 
Armenian Repubhc, including Erzerum and Trebi- 
zond. Greece clamoured for Hellenic rights — that 
IS, Smyrna and the best parts of Asia Jfclmor- 

The Turks retreated to Asia Afinor, -uhere in 
their anger they recovered the strength to resist. 
They wiped out the Armenians and defeated the 
Greeks. And then the European Powers, who 
had incited the Greeks and Axmemans against the 
Turks, and had stirred diem up and armed them. 
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presented a contemptible spcctielc and recognised 
Tufkc} ’s \ iccorj 

The Turks abandoned Constantinople — the centre 
of all the intrigues of financiers and diplomats in 
the scr\icc of financiers — and m their poor capital 
at Angora the) found independence Morally they 
defeated Europe Turkey won her hbert) and the 
abolition of the infamous capitulations But ^^hy 
should not the Turks continue in the same path ? 
Do the) need the counsel of Moscow, and is it 
not simply absurd to attnbutc Turkey’s splendid 
resistance and her policy of modernisation to the 
influence of the So\ lets ? 

Again, the policy pursued towards Russia has 
been such a senes of errors thar, when a detailed 
history comes fo be written of the Russian policy 
of the Western States during and after the war, 
certain things will appear incredible 
Russia differed from Turkey in that she was not 
an enemy, but only a fallen fticnd She had made 
an effort beyond her strength and had given way 
When she collapsed and fell a victim to Bol 
shevism, her former allies took advantage of the 
fact and spared her neither suffering nor humilia- 
tion Was It hatred for Communist and revolu- 
tionary rule, or simply lust and the desire for new 
dominion ? Or was it both ? 

Nobody had ever protested against the crimes 
of Tsardom with the acquiescence of all, the 
balf-wutcd mystic had committed the worst crimes 
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known to histoi) a^inst the intellectuals, the 
Jeu s, and all free spmts Only a few high minded 
men, a few English or Amencan wnters, had 
denounced the horrors of Siberia and the deporta- 
tions by administratue order 

But everybody agreed m denounang the errors 
of Bolshevism, sometimes eiaggeratmg, sometimes 
mventmg them. 

Advantage w as taken of the difficulues of Soviet 
Russia, and large slices of Russian territory were 
handed o\er to other States War was actually 
waged against Russia simply because her Govern- 
ment was Communist 

NPhen 1 was called to the head of the Italian 
Government in June 1919, a military expedition 
had been prepared for the occupation of Georgia 
The Entente countnes, which had been Russia’s 
allies, not only consented but urged Italy to occupy 
Georgia — a fertile land, nch m petrol and minerals 
We were assured that Georgia wo ud be an ideal 
held for Italian enterpnse When m) predecessor 
handed over the reins of go\emmcnt to me, he 
talked with enthusiasm of this expedition, which 
was regarded with favour by nearly all parties 
Steps had ahead} been taken with a mcw to 
exploitation, and banks had been established 

I realised at once that this expedition was a 
violation of all international law, that it was nsky 
from a military point of view, and that it must 
inevitably lead to v/ar widi the Moscow Govern- 
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mcnt, and that the issue of such a uar nas 
uncertain 

Far from being a good stroke of business, the 
occupation of Russian tcrntor> ^ ould be a financial 
disaster and a militarj risk I had, therefore, no 
hesitation in stopping all preparations for the 
expedition, and I s\as \cr} glad that I had taken 
this step, for shortl) afteruards the Bolshevik 
arm) entered Tiflis, which is sufRcient proof that, 
if Italj had invaded Georgia, she must have fought 
Russia 

But at the time a violent campaign was launched 
against me by the teaaionaries The) could not 
attack mj actions, nor my conduct during the war, 
for It w*3S my coolness and m) determination alone 
which found the means to resist after the disaster 
at Caporetto and so to savx Ifal) , so thej said 
that in peace time I was an abstcntiomst and a 
defeatist 

Let me add that the same reactionaries who 
craved the Georgian adventure had committed the 
most flagrant acts of madness m order to seize 
Dalmatia and launch out on extrav agant adventures 
in Asia Minor 

The nations which at first were Russia’s allies 
made war on her solely because her Government 
was Communist When they found themselves 
unable to send their own armies, mainly because 
of the opposition of the working classes, they 
armed rebel troops Long after the old regime 
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liad ceased to exist they persisted in die desire to 
recognise it. The rebel annies, equipped at the 
Alhes' expense, fell one after another. Kolchak, 
Denikin, Yudenich, Wrangcl, met not only with 
the resistance of the Sonet armed troops but 
with the bostdity of the Russian people. Indeed, 
these men were not struggling against Bolshevdk 
violence to win free insutuuons for their country ; 
they were only children of the past struggling for 
the restoration of Tsardom — in other words, for a 
degrading systcta, worse and mote immoral than 
any other, the loathsome system of government 
which had made possible the excesses and the 
violence of Bolshevism and prepared the way 
for them. 

After military failure there came the economic 
struggle. The desire was to surround the Russians 
with barbed wire, as the saping went. It was 
calculated that isolation would mean starvation 
and would cause their downfall. 

The notion was at once absurd and immoral. 
Wherever there are profits to be made, Europeans 
have been ready enough to trade. 

They have traded, and still trade, in immoral 
wares : opium in China, Indian idols, narcotic 
drugs. Not long ago threats were used against 
Ch ina because she wished to stop the opium 
trade. Certain peoples who are given to extreme 
Puritanism in religion also trade with barbarous 
and cannibal races, and do not think it beneath 
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them to make enormous profits hy selling alcohol, 
which dcstfojs whole populations who arc not 
accustomed to that poison of European society. 

Abstention from trade with Russia was simply 
^ an act of political hostility The Bolsheviks 
resisted ; the) did not succumb, they rejected 
eser)’ form of finanaal control, thc) really did 
defend the nation’s cause. Thc result was that 
all European States, one after another, hastened 
to recognise Russia, m the hope of capitalist con- 
cessions and economic privileges which Russia 
has not granted and, if she desires to preserve her 
freedom, will nev cr grant. 

The illustrious ruler of an Oriental State visited 
me a few years ago and asked my advice After 
I had answered all his questions I was anxious 
to give him a last piece of advice : *' Mistrust 
Eutopean Capitalism , it is ammated by a spirit 
of plunder. Facilitate trade between all countries. 
But never, for any reason, grant special concessions 
which restrict your independence and freedom of 
action m any way.” 

Every day Europe is losing her economic 
supremacy j but, what is worse, she is losing her 
good character. I have seen a prayer that is 
recited in certain American churches After thank- 
ing God for His many mercies to mankind, the 
faithful thank Him once more because He has set 
the ocean between Europe and America 

Whenever they meet, thc members of the J-eague 
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of Nations praise their own achievements. But 
whenever an importunate voice from a distant 
country is heard, it js a brusque reminder of the 
real facts About two years ago the Australian 
delegate observed ironically that a million more 
men are under arms in Europe than before the 
League of Nations was formed In March s^zO 
the question of Germany's entry into the League 
was made the occasion for a storm of demands 
for permanent seats on the Council (not alwaj-s 
made in good faith) (Were not forces at uorh 
which, outside France and England, took the 
opportunity to strike a death-blow at the League 
of Nations ’) 

At the very moment when an agreement seemed 
to have ended the whole affair Braiil's demand 
was raised for a seat on the Council then and 
there, and this brought about a crisis which at 
such a time endangered alike peaceful agreement 
and the working of the I.cague of Nations And 
when Vandcrveldc nghtly reproached the head of 
the Brazilian delegation for his intransigent atti- 
tude, the Brazilian was able to make this ready 
reply: "It is not for Europe to talk of peace. 
In South America we live in peace, and the eicafflple 
of Europe is of no value to «s ” 

The vords of the Brazilian delegate were 
reported in the Press, more or less as I have 
quoted them (verbal exactitude matters little) ; 
certainly th^ do small credit to his diplomatic 
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skill and make no difFercncc to the fact that 
his demand uas inopportune But they do prove 
hou low Europe has fallen in the ejes of the 
uorld 

^ In almost everj country under European pro 
tcction, in almost all the colomes, there is a ferment 
of res oJt to daj In many parts of Asia and 
Africa there is no assurance of the fidelity of 
nauve troops in the future What is the position 
in Eg)pt ? What is the position m India and nearly 
all parts of Asia > 

Neither was the attitude adopted towards Ger- 
many and Russia the best calculated to attain peace 
and rebuild the life of Europe Except for Alsace 
Lorraine, about which everybody was agreed, the 
fact that German and Russian territories were 
allocated at random has been no small obstacle to 
peace Responsible Mimsters m the victorious 
countries spoke, in defiance of logic and fact, of 
reparations amounting to two hundred and fifty, 
three hundred, or even five hundred milliard gold 
marks, and that is why a ludicrous policy was long 
pursued towards Germany, whilst at the same 
time many pernicious illusions were fostered 
among the victors, illusions from which they arc 
still suffering 

Germany underwent the severest privations, and 
she restored her currency Ejected everywhere, 
she IS everywhere resuming her position by means 
of persevering work and discipline She has 
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attained what perhaps she lacked before the war — 
a profound consaousness of unity ; through many 
errors she has created a democracy ; she has shown 
an invinablc determination to live. And there- 
upon everj thing changed. The ndiculous economic 
c^ms vanished. The Davres plan has taken their 
place, which is uhat I proposed in ipip and 1920, 
and which at that time met w'lth unfounded 
opposiuon. 

In 1910, as Ttcsidcnt of the San Remo Coitfer- 
ence, I proposed, m agreement with Lloyd George, 
to put an end to useless imhtary occupation and 
extravagant claims, and to reach an understanding 
•with the Germans on a seoous and dependable 
reparations scheme. The resignation of rrt] 
Government caused my proposi to fall to the 
ground. But after set era! years it nevertheless 
became necessary to resort to the Dawes plan; 
so that what ought to have been done by the free 
initiative of the victors had to be accepted under 
American pressure. 

Even if, as Casscl and Keynes think, the Dawes 
plan IS not workable m its entirety, it is at least 
logical, and every effort must be made to work it 
in good faith. 

As a result, the agreenuints of Locarno have 
been signed, and Gcmiat^ has been invited to 
join the League of Kations. Even the blindest 
have realised that the absence of Germany, together 
with Russia and the Uiuted States of America, 



CAPITAUST EXCESSES ijj 

ricant that the League of Nations had no effective 
existence 

Were so many errors ncccssat} in order to 
begin to sec the truths And arc so many still 
^ necessary in order to reach the conviction that 
Europe vrill nc\cr have peace tMthout a direct^ 
sincere, and lojal understanding between France 
and Germany? 

Russia had been excluded from the civilised 
vorld, she might no longer trade with Europe, 
she was condemned to perish 

She resisted by force of arms, she was vie 
torious Immediately there was a scramble to 
recognise her 

Turkey was persecuted in the most cruel fashion, 
and after banishmg her to Asia Minor, the European 
Powers still wanted to hand o%er the best of her 
territory to Greece After Tutkej’s military vic- 
tories these Powers left Greece to her fate and 
her internal revolts 

But Turkey has secured the abolition of the 
infamous capitulations and has recovered her 
libert} 

What would have happened if Germany, Turkey, 
and Russia had given waj and collapsed ? 

Is force, then, the only power ruling m Europe 
^ after so many declarations for freedom and peace ^ 
s Must all mistakes be made before repentance is 
possible? And may it not be that popular 
extremist tendencies cover a justifiable mistrust of 
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the works of governments ? Finally, do not the 
governments and the Conservative parties bear 
the heaviest responsibility for all that has happened 
and may yet happen ? 

It is easy for us to explain events by means of^ 
Bolshevism and the fear of revolution. But what 
is Bolshevism, if not the consequence of two 
unsuccessful wars, of the imperialist policy of 
Tsarist Russia, and of the unending train of crimes 
and acts of violence of which Tsardom was guilty ? 
Who are the Bolshe\'iks — even though we reproach 
them for serious errors — but the viaims of ycstcr- 
da)'*s persecution, rebels against the despotism of 
Nicholas ll and the tyranny of the Russian Church ? 

People are surprised to find a large number of 
Jews amongst the Bolsheviks, and the reactionary 
Press regards this as a new reason for hatred and 
a new cause of anti-Semitism. But has anyone 
forgotten the atrocities of anti-Semitism? Were 
not the Jewish pogroms in Russia in the time of 
the Tsar arranged by the Government itself? 

Europe is still inclined to continue in the errors 
which led to the war — that is why she cannot 
attain peace. But European Capitalism is largely 
responsible for what has happened ; reinforced 
by the army of war profiteers, it proves itself more 
and more knavish and (^nical, and in fact speculates 
on the alleged fascinarion of Bolshc\'ism. 

Bol5he\’jsm would exercise no attraction, no 
fasdnzdoa over the vrorkmg masses, if there v:ere 
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not such profound causes of discontent, if poverty 
and Ignorance did not afflict men's minds, and, 
most important of all, if force ucre not stili the 
basis of political and social relations m the majority 
of European States 



Bolshevism and Fascism retried as identical pbeno^ 
mena — Checks on freedom and criticisms of parlia- 
mentary action — Impossible to imagine that despotic 
governments can endure in present-day society 

Ik the present phase of the life of Europe Bol- 
shevism and Fascism represent the two absolute 
negations of Liberal institutions and democracy. 
Fasdsm is an incident in White reaction; Bol- 
shevism is a Communist experiment. Far from 
contradiaing one another, the two systems have 
much in common, although the)' are at opposite 
poles. It is characteristic of Italian Fascists that 
th^ admire Bobhevism and tend to imitate its 
, methods ; it is equally characteristic of the Moscow 
Government that it ^ several times shown sym- 
pathy v/ith Fascism, and is alv/aj’S on cxjrdial terms 
with it. 

Probably thcBolshcviksthinkthat Fascist violence 
vdll give rise to a revolutionary movement. 

In Italy to-day one finds that greater tolerance 
is shown to Communists affiliated to Moscow than 
to Liberals, democrats, and Socialists. 

Opposition in every form is crushed and perse- 
cute^ but for tbc purposes of domestic policy it 
is convenient that only Communist opposition 
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should be apparent. The wealthy classes arc led 
to behc%x that Corrunurusm would triumph if the 
dictatorship ceased 

In both sj stems, Bolshevism and Fascism, there 
J is an intolerant armed minonty domineering in the 
State and effectively destroying all sincere expres* 
Sion of the popular will. Force dominates all legal 
j relations and docs away with all spontaneous 
* expression of consent. 

Throughout Europe there arc people who incline 
to one or other of these systems What charac- 
terises all rule which repudiates order is its need 
to expand abroad. For several years the Bol- 
sheviks cherished the illusion that they would 
spread revolution everywhere , the Fascists, using 
the same methods and seeking support from the re* 
acuonary parties, cherish the illusion that they will 
establish movements of violent reaction everywhere. 

The former attempt has done great harm in 
Europe, but It has not succeeded , the latter will 
do even mote harm, or at least as much, but 
neither will it succeed. 

Just as there has been no world-wide revolution, 
so there will be no world-wide reaction. 

Ignorant people (and unhappily they are the 
majority, even in the self-styled ruling classes) 
often lack the intelligence necessary to understand 
the blessings of freedom. 

In order to understand and appreciate the 
benefits of economic liberty and free trade a 
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groundwork of serious economic study is needed 
But Protection appears to produce wealth without 
labour and to lessen competition and the evils Vihich 
It causes, and so it attracts not only manufacturers 
but often, too, the leaders of the working class 

Before I was head of the Itahan Go\crnment 
as Prime Minister, I was Minister of Commerce 
for a long time, and then Finance Mmister. I 
often came across capitalist speculators and working- 
class leaders who joined in demanding protectiomst 
laws and defensive tanfis. When I pomted out the 
dangers I saw that they were respeafuUy inclined 
to regard me as a theonst. EspcaaU) great indus- 
trialists, like great bankers, are always apt to 
confuse their owm busii^s interests with the 
interests of the country. 

Economic freedom alone allows produaion to 
expand considerably, and political freedom alone 
makes lasting progress possible and preser\cs the 
vital forces of every nation. But Consen-ative 
parties, and often, too, reformist parties, like the 
Socialists, fad to cn\ isagc this truth wuth precision. 
Freedom has to put up an effective defence against 
opposing forces, and these are not the only forces 
of reaction, as the) once were, but often those 
of democratic extremism, embodied m Sociahsm- 
Often reaction and Socialism ate an equal menace 
to freedom. Socialism requires freedom as a con- 
dition of Its development, but when it has the 
power It tends towards proletarian dictatorships. 
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which arc blind and violent. Thus Socialism and 
reaction ate equally a menace to freedom, panly 
because the extremes of Socialism undermine 
the authority of the State and often imperil vital 
economic organisations, and so necessitate reaction, 
or at least incline people’s minds towards reaction. 
It is due to the errors of Socialism that the doubt- 
ing, the timid, and those who do not realise the 
dangers of reaction, do not oppose dictatorship 
■when it appears. 

It is very easy, too, to explain the Liberal crisis 
in a number of countries at this juncture in history, 
the break-up of the old traditional Liberal parties 
of all shades of opinion, democrats, Radicals, and 
Conservatives. This is why great Conservative 
parties ate being established, sometimes based ort 
reaction, and great democratic parties, based on 
Socialism. 

Nevertheless, a change has come about in recent 
years which cannot fail to exercise a profound 
influence. On the one- hand, the Socialists have 
become a Government party in many countries — 
indeed, in neatly all countries — and though they have 
experienced many doubts, they no longer stand 
for an absolute repudiation of the present economic 
system ; Socialism is no more than an idea, a 
tendency to substitute the principles of co-operation 
and social union for the strict principles of Liberal 
individualism. 

On the other hand, the great Labour organisa- 
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tions are everTwhere becoming more and more 
trade umon in character, and although they main- 
tam their relations with Soaalism and share in 
Its development, they tend in practice to separate 
themselves from it 

Many Liberal publicists — including the greatest 
of all, John Stuart hliil — ^had foreseen at an earlier 
date that the Liberal creed might harmomse with 
the development of social co-operation, and that 
the State must not limit its functions to defence 
and security. 

Finally, Communism has adopted the earlier 
Soaahst attitude and taken over its wholly negative 
function of opposing society as at present consti- 
tuted, Socialist patties tend, therefore, to change 
mto dcmocrauc parties — Labour parties — and to 
approximate in many of their ideas to the Liberal 
party. The Russian example no longer attracts 
the working masses irresistibly. It has, hovvever, 
helped to estabhsh a defimtely anti national Com- 
mumst party m many countnes Whaever, to-day, 
there is an anti national Commumst party, the 
Socialists hold aloof from it and oppose it neaily 
as much as the Conservative parties — sometimes 
more The Commumsts, for their part, regard 
Socialism with disbke as a middle-class, reformist 
movement, and hold it to be the cytreme Left 
wmg of Liberalism, a kind of new Radicahsm, 
This sharp distmaion,this widcmng gulf between 
Xabour and Commumst parties — that is, between the 



BOLSHEVISM AND TASOSM IDENTICAL 167 
organised ^xorkers and Soaahsts on the one hand 
and the Communists on the other — cannot fail 
to push the Labour paitiea in the direction of 
democracy, and consequent!) of a Liberal regime — 

e onl) sjstcm under ixhich a healthy democracy 
mn lue 

Political parties m the existing Parliaments in 
Conuncntal Europe ate of such complexity that 
here IS often no certainty of a stable and reliable 
ma)otit) for a single part) Party divisions arc 
based not onl) on economic considerations and 
differing ideas of freedom , they ate the outcome, 
also, of national demands, and of the political 
traditions of castes and classes v/hich do not care 
to mix 

Divergent parties may unite to defend freedom, 
and equally they may unite to defend nationality 
Divergent parties may agree on a policy of social 
reform There urc countries xiherc Catholic minor- 
ities and Socialists often }Oin to fight for agreed 
policies On the Continent many governments 
bring about agteements between Catholics and 
Sociabsts, democrats and Soaahsts, or Catholics 
and Liberals 

The public, and more cspcaally the opponents 
of the parliamentary system, who are almost as 
numerous among revolutionaries as among reac 
tionarics, are inclined to consider these coalitions 
arbitrary and liable to restrict the Government’s 
liberty of action 
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Oa the contrary, these coalitions are often not 
merely necessary but advantageous, because they 
bring about the fusion of Mev.s and interests 
vhich are frequently much nearer to one another 
than appears to be the case J 

But It sometimes happens — and has long been 
happening m England — that the di'^appearance of 
tvro great traditional parties, and the existence of 
a number of parties, mabe it really difficult to set 
up a stable Government* In certain countries ve 
ha\e Thatched iUnistenal cnscs dragging on for 
vreeks and months We have seen almost the 
same thing happen in France, Belgium, and Ger- 
many, and vre ha\c watched Ministry follow 
Ministry in rapid succession, faced with senous 
problems and great financial troubles, tthdst none 
dared apply efi'ective remedies and deal resolutely 
with the true difficulties Pveactioaary parties 
have argued from this against the parliamentary 
system, which, they say, does not meet modem 
needs But what could be put m the place of 
Par l i ame nts except an mdivxdual despot ^ 

As a general rule all reaction begins tnth dis- 
crediting Parliaments From century to century 
the language of reacuon is always the same, just 
as the language of despotism is alv.ays the same 
Despotism, whether it is exercised by a small group 
of individuals or a single individual, always makes 
the mistake of confusing and identifying itself first 
with the State and then widi the nation. Despots 
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and dictators of all ages ha\c alwajs claimed that 
their intentions were the best they wanted to 
sa\c the nation from anarchy and isordcr, and 
they wanted to surround thcmscUes with the best 
nen If they failed to do good, the fault lay with 
theit opponents, who paralysed their actions 

It IS characteristic of the spirit of despotism and 
rcaaion that it perpetually and bitterly throws 
discredit on Parliament The parliamentary sy stem 
is always charged with weakness and impotence 
People always discuss the c\il effects of individual 
and patty clashes But no one considers that 
an even greater weakness is inherent m every 
despotism, because m order to survive it must 
create a number of pm ate interests and develop 
parasitism in all its forms 

Under a free regime esety action in the bfe of 
the State is subject to control, all expenditure 
mvoUes responsibility If there are troubles they 
almost always appear on the surface Often, indeed, 
party strife tends to exaggerate them But what 
happens where there is no control, and where the 
press IS not free ^ 

Parliament often includes many members of 
mediocre ability, many weaklings and corrupt 
persons , but there are ^ways men of honour and 
energy, ready to prevent corruption and expose 
the most serious scandals And it is thanks to 
these resolute and honourable men that many 
faults and errors are avoided 
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Where there is a dictatorship Parliament does 
not function freely , there are also finanaal abuses 
Great financiers, and especially those of Wall 
Street, do not conceal their sympathies with 
European dictatorships They incline towards 
reaction and think that any reactionary movement, 
even the worst, is to be preferred to the great 
democratic currents of thought They are domg 
an evil deed, and they are even doing a bad strobe 
of busmess, which, for financiers, is worse They 
should be prepared for surprises 

The finances of European countries under dic- 
tatorship ate a mystery probably they arc on the 
toad to bankruptcy, in spite of appearances 
In Spam there are no longer any genuine budgets, 
and the figures published are not correct I have 
ascertamed that even the figures concermng arma- 
ments furmshed to the League of Nations for the 
Military Year Book are falsified The expenditure 
for the Moroccan campaign is given as 279 million 
pesetas for 1924-25 That is ndiculous The 
lowest cost of a soldier m the field is from 1 5 pesetas 
a day upwards, and there is in addition the cost 
of war material, transport, etc Latterly Spam has 
always had from 150,000 to 200,000 soldiers in 
Morocco Even if we reckon an inclusive cost 
of 25 pesetas for each soldier, that amounts to 
50 milli ons a day, or nearly two milliards per year 
And the figure was given as 279 millions 1 

According to information which I have pro- 
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cured, Spanish Treasury issues from October 15, 
192J, to February 4, 1916, amounted to 5,537 
million pesetas Tliat is the road to bankruptcy 1 
The true Spamsh budget for this jear shows a 
Icit of 845 millions, and the cost of the Moroccan 
w ar has still to be liquidated But if one takes the 
official figures for 1914-23, one finds 2,777 millions 
of receipts against barely 2,370 millions in expen 
diturc And the total for Morocco is calculated at 
279 millions 1 

MiUtary dictatorship makes a praaicc of false 
hood 

In Ital) Fasasm profits b) the taxation which 
Giohtu and I imposed But according to a decree 
the surplus is allocated almost entirely to extra 
ordinary mibtary expenditure By this means it 
is made to appear that ordinarj military expendi 
tutc has been reduced and that there is a budgetary 
surplus Another decree compels manufacturers 
to pay into the Treasury all money which they 
receive in undepreciated currency Thus loans 
to the manufacturers do not serve to buy raw 
materials , they arc destined for the Treasury 
It is impossible to discuss the finance of countries 
under dictatorship There is always mystery In 
free countries crises arc foreseen and discussed, 
and remedies are sought with the co operation of 
the public In countries under dictatorship crises 
are shrouded in mystery, and when they actually 
come they always plunge the nation in disaster 
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The great finanaal development of modern 
nations is a direct result of the liberal s> stem 
Without Parliaments and v^ithout the freedom 
of the Press there can be no progress, no honest 
finance, no stable economic development With 
out the freedom of the Press and the parliamentary 
platform no progress is possible in the ethics of 
public life 

There arc doubtless forms of oppositiQn ^shicli 
paralyse and others which are a burden, but ii 
IS none the less true that without opposition and 
freedom, in other words without Parliament and 
without a free Press, nothing great can be accom- 
plished in modern society 

No reasonable man can fail to see the faults and 
errors of Parliaments But none of the cntics oi 
Parliaments has suggested anything to take then 
place the despotic rule of bygone monarchies " 
The system which existed m Germany and in 
Austria Hungary ^ 'fhe White dictatorship of 
Fascism or the Red dictatorship of Bolshcv ism "> 
We must not forget one fundamental truth 
when absolute power was held by Divine right 
est potestas mst a D/o), it commanded respect 
because men, or at least the majority of them, 
honestly believed that the sovereign was entrusted 
by God with the duties of government But in 
modern nations, where the people no longer 
acknowledge a religious foundation for political 
power, where all havx lost that reverence which 
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uas the true basis of absolute monarch}, force 
alone can ensure the permanence of despotic rule — 
force, uhich lacks moral and religious sanction, 
and consequently is not itself permanent 

Parhamentar) rule, on the contrary, can assure 
free institutions, and those institutions can assure 
the normal development of civilised life for the 
nations 

We often encounter, in speech or print, vague 
aspirations for a return to the forces of the past 
But even if it ^cre possible to reestablish mon» 
^rchy, and if there were men capable of accom- 
pbshing such a task, would a despotic government 
be possible^ Faced \vith the structure of great 
European States, where would men like Louis XIV, 
Frederick of Prussia, or Napoleon be? Apart 
from the fact that they would be a powerful cause 
of disorder, they would lead their country, sooner 
or later, to disaster 

Further, it should be remembered that the 
immense growth of modem States in population, 
wealth, and organised industnes, and the develop 
ment of commerce and of the Press, rule out 
individual action of an extensive and enduring 
charaaet 

Consider the France of Louis XIV at the height 
of her magnificence She had no more than a 
third of her present population, and in 1648 the 
State budget did not exceed 184 millions The 
men under arms were the merest fraction of her 
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present armies. There were no great public enter- 
prises, no great collective activities, no great com- 
mercial orgamsations, no powerful trade unions. 

Mankmd loves to mainmm the same prejudices 
and commit the same errors. Prejudices seem toi 
dissolve as readily as clouds, but they reappear In 
different forms. Errors are tenacious of life and 
die by inches. They are remembered even when 
the causes which produced them are dissipated. 

What would the return to authoritarian, mon- 
archical forms imply ? 

Until the European war, or, more accurately, 
until the peace, there were three great despotic 
monarchies in Europe : the three vast and power- 
ful continenul empires — ^Russia, Germany, and 
Austria-Hungary. There were three different types 
of authoritarian State. They must correspond 
pretty neatly to the ideal of many nationalists and 
of most of the reactionary classes. Therefore 
those who attnbute responsibility for the war — 
for the nun of all Europe — to Ger man y and her 
allies want, accordmg to their own declarations, 
to revert to the systems which produced that 
disaster. According to the official definition, 
Russia under Nicholas 11 was a constitutional mon- 
archy under an autocratic Tsar. All power was con- 
centrated in the Emperor's hands, in the hands 
of a mystic without intelligence or vigour. In 
rcahty, effective poTi'cr lay in the hands of a small 
number of debauched Grand Dukes, dishonest 
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polittaans (wuh a few cxccpuons), and counicrs 
of whom It IS hard to say whether they were more 
infatuated or incompetent Those who are un- 
acquainted with the Russian Court need only read 
ambassadors' memoirs and the writings of officials 
in order to learn how absolutism may pertert the 
political and moral code The Russian Court was 
dominated by every type of pettiness, corrupuon, 
sensuality, bigotry, military despotism, and so on 
Such examples of degeneracy as Rasputin would 
not be possible in a republic or a democracy, 
even at their worst and most corrupt The two 
great disasters which visited autocratic Russia — 
the Japanese War (thoughtlessly undertaken) and 
the European War, unconsciously desired and 
declared, perhaps, without the consent of the 
Tsar — these arc proof of the havoc which a 
despotic Government, corrupted and corrupting, 
may work 

According to the Constituuon of April i6, 1871, 
Setmany was a federal constitutional State under 
:he supreme direction of the Emperor, m whom 
were vested the executive power and the tight 
of naaking treaties and declaring war Actually, 
in spite of the Bundesrat and the Reichstag — in 
ipitc of Parliament that is— the Emperor directed 
n person the foreign policy of the Empire His 
Chancellors lived a largely extra parliamentary life 
Ihe German people, who had attained a high 
itandard of culture and wealth, were m fact con 
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trolled in their political activities by a handful of 
men in the Emperor’s confidence Is there an^ne 
ready to praise the boonsh outbursts of William II, 
or to declare that the actions of his advisers were 
beneficial to Germany "> 

Likewise in Austria Hungary the Dual Mon 
archy concentrated most of the power in the hands 
of the Emperor Francis Joseph reigned longer 
than any other modern sovereign in Continental 
Europe He was a shrewd, crafty, and cynical 
bigot During his long reign he succeeded only 
in stimulatmg, by his blind tyranny, the strife and 
rivalry between nationalities, and m daily lessening 
the power of his empire I knew many of those 
who enjoyed the Emperor’s confidence , governing 
a great country which comprised eleven different 
nationalities, they should have been enlightened 
and cultivated men With a few exceptions I 
found among them only courtiers, more or less 
refined serving men, unscrupulous cynics, brainless 
reactionaries Among those whose responsibility 
for the war was greatest must be reckoned the 
Prime Minister, Count Leopold Berchtold, Baron 
von Ungarschitz, Prating, and Putlitz What was 
he but a cynical scoffer ^ 

Is It to such a monarchy that the detractors of 
Parliament would return And if not this, what * 
then do they desire ^ 

Can anyone still seriously admire and wish for 
the kind of elective empire of Napoleon III ^ 
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E%en if uc ignore all the unjust accusations 
made against Napoleon III v.c cannot but rccog* 
ruse that his short reign, ^bich began as a dictator- 
ship, ended, and uas bound to end, in the national 
hsastet of the uac of 1870 The empire of 
Napoleon III, born of an intrigue and a coup d'etat, 
was bound to nourish reaction at home and engage 
in an ad\cnturous foreign policj in order to survnc 
Nobody on wish for Trance a repetition of this 
gloomy page m her history 
And if ncitner legal not extra legal monarchy is 
possible, can we rely on bourgeois or military 
iceatorships ? Can such Aictiwxships be any help 
tn overcoming post war difficulties under present 
conditions ? 

There ate three examples of dictatorship m 
Europe Russia, Spam, and Italy, not reckoning 
countries of less importance 
Nobody m the Conservative parties thinks to day 
of imitating Russia Those who decry Parliaments 
ha\c no desire to replace them with Soviets 
On the example of Spam and Italy be follow'cd ? 

I wish to discuss the question calmly 
Unhappily, instead of calm discussion we find 
m the papers with the widest circulation only 
perpetual ffisparagement of healthy vital forces and 
‘'continuai praise of the methods of violence 

I have frequently stressed the harm done by an 
influential section of the Press in modern democ- 
raacs, not only by spreading inaccurate news, but 
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by stimulating passions -whose prevalence must 
involve danger. Bad relations between the peoples, 
mistakes m foreign pohcy, the embitterment of 
dom^tic stnfe — all these are largely the -work of the 
Press, or a section of it. 

Pohoaans can seldom act mdcpendently of the 
Press, or at least mdcpendently of that section 
which supports their acaons, and they are often 
compelled to act, not as their conscience and 
judgment dictate, but according to the demands 
of the Press. But the modem Press is a com- 
meraal enterpnse before it is a platform of ideas, 
and It has adopted the methods of commerce, 
estabbshing syndicates and concluding understand' 
mgs and agreements. The same mdinduals and 
industrialists control a number of organs, often 
espressmg various shades of opinion. There axe 
democratic countnes where a large part of the 
Press belongs to the same person or persons, so 
that all independent judgment is lost. 

The war created vast and sudden fortunes ; 
th*re is a class cj a ar prof.fctrs sbo rose to the surjece 
almost at a moment's rctice. This fungus rooted in 
the new European avihsation is poisonous, as 
others are. 

All domination, even that of wealth, presupposes 
education and tradition, and the new rich are as a 
rule without tradition and without education ; and 
they make bad enough use of their wealth- They 
are inclined to glorify reaction, warlike adventures. 
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m certain countries to lower the tone of the Press 
and destroy its dignity of character, and this state 
of affairs has hampered the expression of healthy 
ipublic opinion, which is an essential condition of 
free democratic government 

It IS diflicult to develop this argument without 
pomtii g to individuals and falling foul of powerful 
interests But I know countries where the most 
influential and widely arculatcd journals are dis- 
tributed among groups belonging to a few bankers 
and industrialists Papers whose political views 
appear to differ draw their capital from the same 
source, and support the same errors and the same 
interests 

It 18 true that in every country, even those which 
.arc most corrupted by a pernicious Press, there 
Ate independent journals, honourable in all their 
dealings But they ate not the majority, nor have 
they the widest circulation 

One of the most influential of the causes which 
brought about the war and, what is more important, 
which now keep alive bad feeling between the 
peoples, 18 the poisonous Press, which makes 
rapprochement difficult and encourages bitterness 
and suspicion 

It IS a difficult problem to solve, but it is also 
one which democracies must face, if they wish to 
place freedom and peace on a firm foundation (and 
freedom will not long endure without peace) 



XIII 


The growth of the middle classes ard resistance to 
e\tremist terdenaes 

We no'w stand at a point where modem demo- 
cracies must choose their path, take stock of their 
position, and give serious thought to the imminent 
dangers which threaten them In consequence of 
the war the idea of freedom is in danger of bemg 
ousted by the idea of force Force in the semce 
of an idea is an clement of progress Regarded 
as a means of domination, as the self assertion of 
groups or castes or inditiduals, it is nothing but 
a reversion to medix\al ideas, and can only 
ha> e the elfect of evoking a counter display 
of force — in other words, of establishing some- 
thing hke a permanent state of re\olution and 
war 

If w e rule out the idea of reverting to absolute, 
authoritarian monarch), wrhich nobody would 
venture to suggest senously , if w e rule out 
the idea of electi\e monarchies, which are apt 
to be hare brained ad\ entures , then it only 
remams to inquire whether civihsed States can 
aim at a type of reactionary dictatorship, as in 
Spain and Italy, or of Red dictatorship, as in 
Russia 
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I have said what 1 think on the subject. But 
perhaps it may be useful to consider once again 
these examples of dictatorship 

The Spanish dictatorship is of little interest, 
. Instoncally or xsihctically It will not survive 
long. General Primo dc Rivera is not a new 
type ; he is one of the many generals of the Central 
American Republics. Indeed, no political principle, 
still less any ethical idea, guided the insignificant 
Spanish crisis in which constitutional rule was 
overthrown with the connivance of the King 
himself. 

Though General Piimo dc Rivera has sur- 
rounded himself with men of the type of General 
Anido, there is nothing of the classical tyrant 
about him. lie has not caused his political 
opponents’ houses to be broken into, he has had 
no Opposition deputy beaten, or attacked, or 
assassinated. 

The King of Spam wanted a little military coup 
({‘(tat, It IS very likely that another military 
coup d'dat will shortly restore at least a certain 
measure of order and freedom. 

Spain has rich natural resources and a proud 
people, and she will recover after a fresh crisis. 
As to whether the monarchy will survive or fai), 
tint IS a question of quite minor importance. 
But this much can be said with certainty, the 
dictatorship has done no service to the monarchy 
—It has allowed insane military enterprises which 
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are exhausting the resources of Spain, and it has 
violated the Constitution 

There are otilj tuo types of dictatorship which 
are of interest to Europe and the a\ihsed world — 
Fascism and Bolshevism — and they are different 
forms of the same system of government, they 
are of great importance 

For some time Russian Bolshevism had great 
attractions for the working masses Now it has 
lost Its fascination almost entirely The dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, bke all dictatorships, has 
been cruel It was dn\ en to destroy not only all 
freedom, but all individual security A dictator- 
ship, if It IS to resist its opponents, must place 
self-defence before ail other considerations, and 
since there is nothing to hamper it, u devotes most 
of Its energies to this task of self-defence, which 
amounts in practice to the suppression of its 
opponents 

Bolshevism is a purely Russian phenomenon’ 
only a people emergmg from centuries of tyranny 
such as Tsardom could abandon themsdves to so 
violent a revolution, to so complete a repudiation 
of the past 

The measure of a people’s resistance to revolu- 
tionary penis, and of its power in peace and vrar, 
IS the size and culture of its middle class But 
there was, and still is, m Russia a vast illiterate 
population of peasants, who were no more than 
serfs hut yesterday , and tmder Tsaust rule there 
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was only a small privileged class, which controlled 
the administrative services and the army Cor- 
ruption and intrigue were the basis of soaal 
relations in governmental circles, as happens in 
s. varying degrees under all absolute monarchies 
But the cultivated and intelligent middle class was 
small, and the mote aaivc workers were the 
victims of suspiaon and persecution 
When I speak of the middle class I do not mean 
what the Socialists often mean — ^namely, a class 
possessing capital I mean the great class which 
does not live by manual labour, which directs 
industry and agriculture and commerce, ot is 
engaged in public or private adnumstrativc w'ork, 
or in one of the liberal professions The mote 
nufftwons and cukuttd this middle class is, ihe 
surer ate the foundations of social life 
Russia had no middle class, or, more accurately, 
the middle class was small in number and at the 
earliest stage of its development This is the sole 
reason why the nation was unable to form staffs 
of officers during the war and to resist the forces 
of dissolution after the war Russia was vic- 
torious neither in war nor in peace Just as she 
could not replace the officers she had lost for the 
lack of trained men, so she could not stand against 
the wave of revolution because she had no middle 
class of any account 

Because they had a strong and cultured middle 
class, great democratic countries like Britain and 
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the Umted States of Amenca ^ ere able to improvise 
large armies tihen v.21 came, although they had 
no real armies at first , and all progrcssi'v e, lughly 
aMlised nauons v:cre m a position to resist re^oIu- 
tionary lendenaes after the \iar 

Thus BolshcMsm is a purelv Russian pheno- 
menon , in spite of Communist propaganda 
efforts It has not the faintest chance of finding 
imitators 

Russia ne^e^ had freedom, neither to-day nor 
in the past She has often adopted the methods 
of the past m establishing Communist rule. 

Nesertheless, v.hate\et the errors of Bolsbe\'i«m 
may be, the present svstem snll benefit the Russian 
people mote than the tyranny of at irbenle like 
Nicholas n, whose miserable end cannot make us 
forget altogether his errors and shortcomings 
By gisnng the land to the peasants Bolshevism is 
building up a rural democracy of culnvating 
owners on the ruins of the great landed estates 
of the past. The Grand Dukes — assasstrs and 
reacuonanes like the Grand Duke Nicholas, or 
unscrupulous debauchees like many of the others 
— are but pitiable ghosts from the pa«;t w hen they 
claim the rights of to)alty For the people all 
the errors of Bolshevism are preferable to the 
horrors of Tsardom, 

^.Ioteo^e^, the Commiunst rulers are making 
fresh concessions daily to the productive forces 
of Capitahsm, and the problem of setting Russia 
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on her feet and exploiting her immense natural 
resources is one which concerns all nations to-day 
It IS to the interest of all that Russia should emerge 
from the rule of violence 

V At any rate, the Russian regime, about which 
the labouring masses continued for some time to 
cherish illusions, is losing much of its prestige 
If there arc bolshevik agents, if, as the Tress 
declares, Moscow seeks, or has sought m recent 
years, to sow the seeds of revolution everywhere, 
the result IS so modest that u may be regarded as 
negligible If there were not so much insecurity, 
so much unemployment m Fngland and Germany, 
such great finanaal difTicultJCs in other Continental 
countries, if everybody were not thinking of the 
possibility of fresh wars, Russian Bolshevism 
would lose all significance abroad and the Com- 
munist patties all prospect of growth 

If Russian Bolshevism has not the possibility 
of spreading in Europe, through the agitation of 
revolutionary groups, neither, I think, can Italian 
Fascism, which is based on the same principles but 
pursues contrary aims, spread through the agitation 
of reactionaries They sympathise with Fascism 
and support it wholeheartedly, regarding it as 
a manifestation of reaction , but they cannot 
provide it with the conditions necessary for its 
development 

Fascism has used force to crush all opposition 
in Parliament, m the Press, m local activities It 
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IS already passing through a severe crisis Opposi 
tion, prohibited la the country, raises its head 
within the part) and undermines it 

Fascism has conquered the State by force and 
must now hold it by force , consequently it must 
resort to threats The highest posts ate given to 
men of mediocre ability and education, not on 
account of their menls but because they can use 
force 

At the same time, as I ha\ c already said, there 
are two tendencies, trio minds, m Fascism The 
leader of the party, Mussobni, and his closest 
collaborators, who had been revolutionaries all 
their lives, not only retain their old mentality, but 
perhaps also a common hope of a return to the 
people The nationalists, on the contrary, mciine 
towards reacuon 

The Fasast chief has been able to meld such 
great power partly by reason of his personal 
quahties, but also because his knowledge of labour 
influences and re\ olutionaiy circles has enabled 
him to act effectivel) Reaction everywhere and 
always comes more easily when it is the work of 
men of revolutionary ongin, who apply in a 
contrary direction the methods of demagogy that 
they have always used 

Thus Italian Fascism remains an isolated phe 
nomenon We may prophesy that it, too, will find 
no mutators and cannot endure 
v'lVTreru rt persists ra its present metAoa^ of 
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violence It IS bound to provoke a reaction, of 
which the limits cannot be foreseen , or clsc' — but 
this is less likely— It will shed us present methods 
little by little, and will return to constitutional 
\/ays At any rate, Fasasm is rather the outcome 
of individual notions than a policy , it is rather 
an echo from the methods of the past than a pro ^ 
phccy of future systems It 15 conquest, not' 
government It is the exercise of power, not* 
lawful authority 

-^Its worship of force* its scorn for the higher 
forms of intelligence, us hatred of freedom, its 
intolerance of any sign of opposition — all these 
must tender us power transient, and any imitation 
of It absurd 

Freedom and democracy were too new m Italy 
not to be exposed to danger Italy presents the 
historical paradox of one of the most ancient 
civilisations, together with a State too young 
to possess traditions This contrast explains the 
course of events 

The Italian State has had a short history as yet, 
and Italy attained her unity but recently Until i860 
she was divided into a number of States, almost all 
under despotic rule Lombardy was under Austrian 
rule until i860, and Venctia until 1866 The 
largest Icingdom, that of the two Sicilies, was long 
under Spanish control, and m the Spanish Bourbons 
It had a vulgar and degraded Royal House There 
were tyrants in other States in the peninsula, and 
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many were nndet the control of Austria Hungar) 

In Rome the Papacy held suay till 1870 

For centuries England has had free parliamen 
taty government France overthrew her despotic 
Government in Even Germany had lon^ 

had her centre of gravity m a great umted State, 
Prussia Belgium and Holland suffered much for 
the sake of independence, but they, too, long ago 
secured their freedom on an enduring basis 

It IS the Piedmont Constitution of 1848, extended 
after i860 and again m 1870 to the other States 
in the peninsula, which holds good to day, or 
rather which no longer holds good since the 
advent of Fasasm, because, as Dante said, it 
remains only to cause uaste of paper It is only when 
we remember that the youngest of the nations, 
the United States of America, has long enjoyed*^ 
umty and so has a long ttadiuon of government, 
and that her Constitution dates from 1787, that we 
can explain the sharp paradox in Itahan national 
life an intelligent, hard working, and active people 
tevettmg for a time to the pohtical systems of 
the past 

But what IS possible in Italy is not possible else 
where, in countries where there is a large middle 
class and where the working classes are resolv ed 
to fight sooner than be deprived of their rights ^ 

There are countries where democracy is firmly 
established, and where a Fascist rising w ould not 
only have no chance of success, but would be 


THE MIDDLE CLASSES 185 

crushed by universal scorn before it could raise 
Jts head the Scandinavian countries, Holland, 
Switzerland 

The three countries which cj^ercise the greatest 
iflucnce on the life of Europe — Britain, France, 
and Germany — have, it is true, reactionary move- 
ments, but none of them could now adopt the 
methods and ways of Fascism without encountering 
the universal hostility of public opimon None of 
the attempts that have been made have succeeded 
Even m France nationalist opinion holds aloof 
from Fascism In Belgium a Utile Fascist effort 
roused such hostility and opposition among the 
Catholic and Socialist workers that the imtiatois 
sf the movement lost all desire to carry it on It 
would be absurd to speak of Fascist tendencies m 
die United States of America the most distm 
guished men m the United States judge Italian 
Fascism so severely, as an example of perversion, 
that nobody could dream of importing into America 
this decadent movement, inspired by the methods 
of an inferior civilisation 
I am convinced that Russian Bolshevism, which 
can be accounted for by economic and social 
conditions peculiar to Russia, and Italian Fascism, 
which can be accounted for by Italy’s particular 
tradition and situation, arc isolated phenomena, 
and cannot possibly reappear in other nations, 
where the conditions which produced them are 
absent 
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Mankind must go astray in order to learn that 
It IS straying A profound thinker has said that 
the path of humanity is never straight; it is a 
\nnding mountain path Sometimes advance 
involves retrogression Mankind advances 
climbing painfully up the side of a steep mountain 
After all these vrandctings, vre must inevitably 
return to freedom and the Liberal system. 



XIV 


The need oj reform tn parltamentary procedure 
and industrial policy 

Whatever wc may say, there is an element of 
irrefutable truth m ermasms of pathamentary 
activities and the discontent prevalent in countries 
under parliamentary rule , and democracy must 
submit to reform. 

The instability of executive authority in certain 
countries has become serious , Ministries change 
50 rapidly that occasionally they have not even 
:ime to grasp the difficulties which it is their task 
:o overcome In many countries there have been 
Ministerial crises lasting for months. There arc, 
:oo, fluctuating majorities which paralyse every . 
ittcmpt to act. When one considers how easily 
i rich and powerful country like France might 
aavc solved her financial problems, and then 
.vatches the long continued uncertainty of the 
neasurcs taken by Parliament, one must acknow- 
edge that many criticisms arc well founded But 
t IS one thing to criticise, another to solve the 
iroblem 

In 1830 France had a budget of 1,095 million 
rancs, and in i860 z,o84 million. In Great 
Jntain State expenditure amounted in 1809 to 
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millioos sterling , in 1S65-66 to £ 6 ^ miUiocs 
sterling, and at the end of the nineteenth century 
to £'33 trillions sterling 

\Vlnt are these figures compared with present 
day budgets ^ They are far less than the interest 
on the national debt since the war ' 

E\ erywhere the State has developed its functions , 
It conducts large indusmes and enterprises, it 
enters upon fresh undertakings every dav 
The cradle of Parliaments, Great Bntain, had 
only a small population when the parliamentary 
system reached its aemth England and Wales 
had only five million inhabitants in 16SS, 
milhon m 1740, rather under nine million in 1801 
But even after the treaties of 3919, which parcelled 
out Europe, there remains one European country 
with a population of more than 150 millions-— 
Russia , one with a population of more than 
60 millions— Germany , three with more than 
40 millions apiece — Great Bntain, France, and 
Italy 

But even in small countnes the complexity of 
economic relations, the growth of pubhc espendi 
ture, the emension of pubhc 'services, have acquired 
such importance that we can no longer regard the 
resulting situatioa in the light of Ae old demo- 
cratic ideas The Government is too heavily 
burdened with responsibihties, with industrial 
enterpnses, with technical services, to be able to 
undergo continuaf changes, or to confide adminis 
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trativc ofTiccs to incompetent Ministers— -fairly 
incompetent it Icist 

No spectacle IS saiUlct m the Furopean Patlia-^ 
mems of to diy tlian men of poor ability controlling 
great services, of whose nature and scope they arc 
Ignorant , and nothing docs mote harm than the 
spectacle of these men changing and succeeding 
one another with startling rapidity by the vicissi- 
tudes of political life 

Party considerations, too, often override the test 
of competence Too often Ministers not only lack 
technical knowledge, but ate even unfitted for 
administrative duties Tlus causes a slackness m 
public services and perpetual waste, to say nothing 
of other bad cfTccts Thus parliamentary govern 
ment often becomes too costly 

It 18 too slow in Its movements as well Large 
joint stock companies have, m addition to the 
shareholders’ meeting and Board of Directors, 
special committees which can act rapidly without 
wasting too much time and money But no joint 
stock company, liowcvcr important, is so great and 
important as the State, and there dilatory and 
disorderly methods cause greater damage 
• What IS most disastrous is instability Ministers 
arc too often obliged to live m a perpetual attitude 
of self defence, and to devote their energies far 
more to defending their own position than to 
the work of administration Too often Parliament 
becomes an oratorical tournament, where quickness 
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of tongue, ingenuity, and sometimes less ss'oniT 
qiuUoes, count for more than real talent and 
ability. 

The United States of Amenca have adopted the 
presidenoai system, and all the other American* 
States have foUotred their example- The President 
is elected for four years, and be xnelds sovereign 
executive potrer. Ministers are m reahty only 
secretanes to the President, and they can n ot be 
members cither of Congress (that is, the I.ou’er 
House) or of the Senate. They arc chosen by 
the President almost cntircly on account of their 
abUity and because they inspire confidence. Thus 
the ttro Chambers perform their legislative functions 
without troubling about the Ministry. The Presi- 
dent’s powers, though very wide, are limited by 
the CoasatuGoa and by custom, especially in 
matters of foreign pohey, where the Senate exer- 
cises very cficcuve controL Real secret diplomacy 
is almost impossible in the United States of America, 
where it is the nght of the Senate to know of 
every act which may lay the State under any 
obligaGon. Even the appomtment of ambassadors 
and m ini s ters abroad and of consuls must be 
confirmed by the Senate. 

No doubt the presidential system also has many 
drawbacks, but it guarantees stabihty for the 
labours of the Government for the relatively 
lengday penod of four years. 

In Great Britain die existence of the great 
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traditional patties, the Conservatives and Liberals 
— or at present Conservatives and Labour— confers 
a certain measure of stability on the Government, 
and relative independence on the Ministers 
But hardly anywhere on the Continent of Europe, 
m countries with free institutions, has a system 
yet been found which at once guarantees genuine 
parliamentary control and also allows more effective 
power to the Executive, and ensures, with effective 
power, rapidity of action 
Yet, with all their faults. Parliaments are a 
permanent necessity Without a system of direct 
representation we cannot imagine a government 
as the sincere expression of the popular wiii, 
enjoying the country’s confidence But how to 
organise Parhament, and how to make government 
stable and efficient, is the great problem of modern 
democracy We must spare no effort to solve that 
problem if we do not want the parliamentary 
system to degenerate, and in degenerating to 
compromise the very existence of free institutions 
Another problem which touches the very exist- 
ence of freedom and is vital to democracy is that 
of the growing participauon of the workers m 
social struggles and pohtical activities In other 
words. It remains to be seen whether freedom, 
after centuries of struggle agamst despotism, will 
have to struggle again against the power arising 
from new forms of united labour with socialistic 
tendencies 



19S BOLSHEVISM, FASQSM, AND DEMOCRAO' 

It casiQot be denied tbat in almost all coufltoes 
the Ijbcra] party long shoved deplorable indifici* 
ence concertung labour problems, and that popular 
movements and the nsc of Soaahsm ■were needed ^ 
to change its policy. Even oov Conservative and^ 
Liberal parues often have a merely negative sodal 
policy. 

To-day they 00 longer stand isolated against 
isolated svorhers ; immense agglomerations of 
capital face immense umons of labour ; the prin- 
aples of social sohdaaty have penetrated the 
tndividuahsm of former dap ; and nov it is no 
longer possible to stand aside. 

X^ere there is a large middle class, numerous 
and highly educated, the coalition of Liberal and 
democratic parties tnth Labour paraes js far 
easier than in backward countries. In counttres'^ 
where there is a numerous peasantry, owning and 
cultivating the sod, and where the middle classes 
in industrj' and commerce and the liberal pro- 
fessions represent vast and strongly organised 
interests, there the forces of soaal conservation 
are so strong that freedom has nothing to fear. 

There is no ultimate contradiction between the 
pnndple of liberty and the fundamental principle 
of labour policy, as expressed in the great trade ^ 
unions. Labour, regarded as a moral principle 
xadier than an economic agent, aspires to greater 
influence, and there is nothing m aspiration 
contrary to tbe ptmaplcs of hberty. 
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Is It possible that the middle classes, the great 
working bourgeoisie, and the labouring classes 
organised in trade umons will pursue an agreed 
policy and establish powerful and enduring 
democracies^ 

That IS what would certainly have happened 
already but for the war, and that is what will 
happen if the menace of war disappears A 
policy of power on the part of the State is always 
incompatible with a policy of evolution The 
peril of Wat not only tends towards unified control, 
but subordinates all aamttcs to the one aim 

The mstabditf which pretaih st present is a 
direct contradiction of the stability of free msti 
tutions and democracy Political freedom means 
that all citizens have the same political rights, that 
executive authority emanates from the wiU of the 
majority, and that it is subject to the control of 
independent assemblies and organs of democracy 
Regarded m this light, Bolshevism and Fascism 
are a total negation of freedom Democracy does 
not mean simply a system of government which 
rules out all privileges of birth and all acquired 
advantages Democracy means a system of govern-’ 
ment under which all amens may share m the 
national life, freely according to their capacityj 
Regarded in this light, too, Bolshevism and Fasasni 
are a total negation of democracy 
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Tht decadrnce of Europe due to the spirit of tiderce'^ 
and th* abserce of peace and freedom The if 
ei It able reinal of the Liberal regw e 

Dimded as Europe now is, and passing through 
a series of economic and political crimes, sbe 
cannot reco\er prospeiit) and peace unless sbe 
reverts to the pnnaples of democracy and free- 
dom Instabibty reigns supreme m international 
relations As v.e ha>e shown, an unstable 
go\emment always predisposes men^s mmds to 
violence Freedom calls for a tranquil life, and 
democraaes cannot be health} and industrious 
In the midst of threats of trar, revolution, and 
reaction. 

If I repeat my insistence on the ill-effects of a 
perniaous Press, espeaally that maintained by 
■^’ar profiteers (tv ho in Italy are desenbed by the 
expressive term “ sharks ’*), it is because between 
the nations words instil hatred more deeply than 
deeds Nor, indeed, is it ever possible to dis- 
tinguish clearly betw een words and deeds Nothing 
IS more likely than words to instigate deeds We 
often end by beheving what we fancy and doing 
what we believe 

In the lives of mdividuah as of nations words 
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and ftimiulca of mind itc as important as deeds 
they arc the cujsc of actions 

I here arc chsiics of interest and losses tUdeh 
can he fr>r>i)ttcn , u is f\r more dilhculi to for^jet 
\ insults to oor ihjnity If my ncifhhouc -xiul I 
invc \ dispute (Ut a mittcr ol nuteriil interest, and 
if our dispviic Iculs us into \ lon^ ind costly l-iw- 
suit, we cm forf ct u all uul he reconciled, hut 
if I olFcnd inj net; hhour 5 honour, liin di> niiy, hU 
fcchnf,s, tile I lienee wiU never he frir; otten 
Wijcn we ^o on ihej the wir sayjnp tint the 
Germans \rc nuidctn Huns, IW/et, enemies of 
civiiisiuon, and th« the Klunc is ilii, frontier of 
civilisUion, we may bt sure lint tlic'c insults will 
not be for^ otten even when our bclnviour cinn^ cs 
Ncvcftlicicss, the (icfimii IVtss, especially (he 
mooinllst Press, oficn replies with even frcatcc 
ind more rej rett tblc violence 
In peace, words precede deeds and sentiments 
precede words I have never oserstressed the 
importance <tf the I ricarno airecincms, particularly 
since they were followed by a senes of lamentable 
hlutulcrs ill the i c »/ uc of N itlons— Idunders wliicli 
did nil tint could be done to weahen tbclr ciTccl 
But It Is not tbc outward fict of tbc aj,recmcnls 
tint mailers moat, it is nihct the sentiment 
which / ivc them blrili, and even more the clnnpc 
of lan| ua^ c which they brouf ht about and wlilch 
Ins been noticeable fot some time past 

Jlic fict that the victor nations in Furopc arc 
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still disputing amidst theit manj dilficulties is due 
less to ■war losses than to the losses caused by a 
disturbed equihbnum and the lack of sobdanty 
amongst the peoples of Europe It is not enough 
to produce , we must have commercial exchange 
that is to say, others must produce too Just as 
each nationalist mo\ ement <^s forth nval nation 
alist movements, so Protection m any one country 
causes fresh protectiomst measures elsewhere 

Not only has Europe as a whole become a debtor 
continent, but manj behe\e that nothmg but 
American intenention can now help to re-estabhsh 
Europe Such a confession of weakness is really 
hunidiatmg History records no collapse m Europe 
on so vast a scale as that which followed the war 
of 1914-18 

Has America an interest in the re-cstabhshment 
of Europe ^ I think we may ans'w er this question 
m the affirmame (but with many resert ations, 
perhaps) , yet America has an even greater mtetest 
in keepmg out of European affairs until peace is 
firmly cstabhsbed There are pohtical interests 
which at a distance override economic mterests 
and for those same economic mterests there is 
no security so long as peace rests on so fragile 
a basis 

Europe is, and will long remam, America’s 
greatest market, now that illusions about expansion 
m the Pacific are largely dissipated, it is, there 
fore, altogether to America’s interest to stimulate 
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the European market Asian markets, of which 
we have heard sudi exaggerated accounts, are 
proving tnorc and more to be unreliable and weak 
in purchasing power Little Holland alone con 
sumcs more American goods than China and India 
togethcr—morc, that is, than a population greatly 
exceeding the whole of Europe It is, then, to 
America’s interest that Europe should be restored 
to health, and she must greet with sympathy any 
thing calculated to help m creating a great European 
mar! ct an end of wars, domestic disorders, and 
Fascist adventures, the formation of customs 
unions and vast commercial combines, and so on 

But America’s interests arc essentially economic, 
by which I mean that, though America joined m 
the war foe the defence of certain principles, she 
could never assoaatc herself with the interests and 
policy of one European group against other groups 
or nations in Europe Indeed, America regards 
with justifiable suspiaon everything which prolongs 
the present state of confusion in Europe revolu 
tions and domestic reactionary movements and the 
moral, if not yet material, preparation for fresh wars 

The word "credit'* is derived from a word 
meaning "belief” or “faith” in the present 
phase of European pohtics America has no faith 
in Europe 

It is the greatest mistake to speak of America as 
something alien to Europe America is ths New 
Europe 
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When v:c speak of Asia and Africa, of the two 
most anaent conunents, in whidi the earliest and 
greatest avibsanons fiounshed, ■we speak of other 
peoples, different races, civihsations of andent 
and distant origin. But America is a recent 
growth, the creation of the peoples of Europe: 
It was European emigrants who built up America. 
There is no American arihsation, but only a 
transatlantic European ci\ahsauon ; except in certain 
economic characteristics, this civihsation is nowise 
different from our own The New Europe 
has reached a far higher standard of wealth and 
power, she has no occasion to thml. of war, and 
IS able, therefore, to devote much greater energies 
to the task of production ; for this reason she 
IS advanang every day towards the position of 
world hegemony once held by the Old Europe ; 
and the Old Europe, toil-wom and tom by dis- 
sension, ca nn ot renew her vigour, restore her 
fortunes, and recover her credit and her power, 
unless she returns to the paths of peace. The 
problems of freedom and of peace are akin ; either 
we shall have a permanent state of revolution, 
reaction, and war, resulting in the downfall of 
Europe, or we shall return to democracy, freedom, 
and peace. 

But this cannot come about unless a mighty 
intellectual and emotional movement arises, and 
in all countries, ■victors and "vanquished alike, a 
love of the new order even more than a behef in 
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It inspires the middle classes — the working hour 
gcoisic — and the labouring masses 
Only peace, freedom, and federalism can pave the 
way for new economic and political orgamsations 
And instead of this we sec to day forces making 
for war, for White and Red reaction, for national 
ism, which IS the very antithesis of any kind of 
federal system Where has federalism actually 
developed farthest ? Is it not in the country where 
each social group, differing from the rest m race, 
religion, or speech can develop its faculties freely 
and without opposition? In Switzerland, besides 
deep religious differences, seventy per cent of the 
population IS German, twenty per cent French, 
and about ten per cent Italian or Romansch The 
war and the peace have proved the quality of 
Swiss national staying power This national con 
sciousncss has grown up under free and federal 
rule 

For many of the peoples of Gmtral Europe 
there 13 no salvation but m federalism The Poles 
resisted a prolonged effort to destroy their nation 
ality on the part of powerful and expanding nations 
like the Russians and the Germans , can they so 
fat delude themselves as to believe that they m 
turn can destroy the nationality of a German 
population of fat higher culture and a Russian 
populatiorl with a far higher birth rate ? 

In a number of European countries the domestic 
problems of freedom cannot be finally solved, 
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unless at the same time problems of peace and 
mtcmatioml organisation arc soh cd 

Present'day outbreaks of reaction are onlp tran- 
sitory phenomena All that is happening is that 
the past is repeatmg it'^elf, and it is a great mistake 
to confuse the past unth the future. Europe can 
be sa\ed only by a policy of peace, of freedom, 
and of federahsm, in nations competed of a vanety 
of races , and by freedom I mean the vrhole life 
of the free State . political freedom, economic 
freedom, freedom in every sphere of activity and 
soaai hfc. 

Co mmuni sm has been tested m Russia, and none 
but fanatics and those trho harbour delusions 
beheve that it results m the increase of ivealth 
Soaalist organisation itself is tending everywhere 
to change, more or less sloxi Ij, into a union for 
the defence of labour. There are many services 
which It can yet perform in rhi'? sphere. The 
tendency to establish personal and reacooaary .rule 
IS merely the outcome of paihamcntaip confusion 
and international disturbances. Reaction, which is ' 
a reversion to the past, and Socialism, which is 
an extreme form of democrat^, are not unforeseen 
. developments ; they are simply two great move- 

j meats representing endurmgimptjiscs of the human 

1 “>1 ‘'ley glow stronger in the periods o£ 

1 distress and disorder Tvhich follow wars; when 
health returns they lose force. Active Socialist 
and reactionaty movements are often a histonml 
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necessity But it is their function rather to stimulate 
and correct certain tendenaes 
The Liberal regime, m its various aspects, is alone 
the permanent and ultimate form of all civilised 
^societies which are raising their standards of life 
It, too, IS the only conservative form, in the noblest 
sense of the word, for it gives an outlet to all new 
energies and guarantees the free development of 
all activities 

I am convinced, therefore, that the Red and 
White reactionary Governments which have made 
their appearance in recent years are merely tran- 
sitoiy phenomena, that they are simply consequences 
of the war, and have no chance of permanence 
In countries where there is a firmly established 
and mature middle class, freedom and democracy 
have nothing to fear Post-war diseases will 
vanish slowly, but they will vanish The Mcditet 
ranean fever which has scattered individual dic- 
tatorships in Southern Europe will abate, and then 
It, too, will vanish Liberal and democratic insti 
tutions will emerge victorious and rcinvigorated 
from their struggle against revolution, which is 
the secular miracle of ignorant minds, and against 
reaction, which is a return to barbarism 

Freedom and democracy are not of the past, 

, they are of the future and the present crisis will 
lender their triumph more certain and more 
irrevocable 
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Part of this study vas published w Itily, ^th the ctle 
Lfl L/Jfr'J , but the publisher, Picio Gobetn (another vicnta 
of the Fasasts), sras prevented from puhhshing it bv an 
injvmcaoQ of the Italian censorship, and it ’sus punted 
afterscatds by the firm of Carlo Aram* at Turin, 

On July 18, 192J, at the mntaaon of the Btinsh Institute 
of Foreign Affiurs, I gave an address in Ixindoa on the 
subject of peace Lord Merton tvas in the chair, and the 
discussion ■which followed my address gave me an oppo' 
turuty of touching briefly on a nnml^ of questions of 
intemataoaal pohacal interest On July jist, at the invita- 
oofl of the Liberal Summer School, I delivered an address 
on freedom at Cambridge. Mr John Maynard Kernes, 
of King's College, presided. The discussion which followed 
was very interesting 1 have always held that the problems 
of freedom and of peace are inenncably That is 

why I feel called upon to umte, in tln<s lictl* booh, the 
essential points of the two addresses 


DEDICATION 

The Sacred P h ala ni was a secret soaety fonn-d by 
Mazzini for the defence of freedom m i86o — Trz«L-‘-rV 


For hro caitancs ficrfom has btea the subicts of ss 
much ^cussioa. and the problems ansmg from it bsrs 
* occasion of so much controversy, that a bihLo 
graphy would include ptacacaUy all pohncal liteiaturt 
ere is ^ excellent bibliographical summary in Guido d^ 
Qggieto s book, Sfma del Ubtrehsr-o Earc^io (Ban, x9tj)- 
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II 

I have discussed the Peace Treaties and the means of 
restoring European equiiibnum at some length In my four 
books UHiirepi sanj Patx* (1921), La Dicadena de t’ Europe > 
V(* 9 *})» Iragidit ill I'Europei (1924), La Paix (1925) 
The sole merit of these booka, which have had mote than 
seventy translations in Europe, America, and Asia, is that 
they destroyed those prejudices which are most Inimical 
to peace 


/// 

Whichever nations beat the responaibilicy, or the chief 
responsibility, foe the war (Germany, Russia, Austria* 
Hungary, etc), it musr be stated that the most deep seated 
cause was to be found m alliances, m secret diplomacy, and 
In the actions of a small handful of men 

Even if the war was rncvitablc (m view of the system of 
alliances, and tlie fact that the three great continental empires 
were in Ji/Terenr groups, and that Russia, after iier defeat 
In the Japanese War, was obliged to make war to escape 
Internal dissolution), It was due to a mere handful of men 
that it was precipitated 

It is strange to what an extent foreign policy m all 
European countries has always been in the hands of a few 
men, and lias been concealed, not merely from the public, 
but almost always from Parliament, and sometimes even 
from the Ministry 

In Italy treaties of alliance. Including the rtipJe Alliance, 
were never known to Ministers of the Crown, not sub- 
mitted to them for approval The dcasion to declare war 
In Libya In ipii, and to take part In the European Wat In 
191 j, was made without any consultation of the Cabinet 


« Peaceleie Europe (Cassell, las } 

* 'I he Decadence of l^ope (Dcnn, los) 

3 Tiry Make a Insert (Dent, 61 ) 



jy 

Tlic two preat architect* of Italian unity, Ma27lni and 
Cavour, and the preateat loldler of Italian independence, 
'’latibaldi, alwayi reparded freedom nf)t merely ai the 
iiprcmc need, hut aa a /int qriJ non of true national exigence 
All Italian-! arc actjualfticd with ( avyuV^rldcaij, which arc 
those of Mill and the I'njlhh n(»ciSIy<cliooT/ 

In a fatuous letter li> p C,fan(I(?/ie, Ma77lnl wfotc as 
car!/ as Wcccmltcr j8ja •• / hive ffwhn\, perftape I Mve 
it even better than my country" -'A 
Garibaldi said that freedom h more fscred than all else, 
and tint he preferred a free and poor failicrhnd (o one 
rich and cnilavcd ** I would rather see it free and its 
palaces in ruins tiian cowcrin) l>cneaili ili^ /od of a 
iiifliarlan " 

I he absence of freedom, and still more Indifference to 
free Instltutloni, arc sipns of Irrevocable decadence In a 
civilised people A nation which renounces freedom 
renounce* its own preatness at titc same time A nation 
of serfs U never preat 


y 

Itierc is no such thinp ss a nationalise creed, there arc 
only nationalist uiicrancca and nailon'tllsc policies As a 
rule they arc like tlic old type of Prussian Junkerdom 
'I he Ideas proclaimed to day hy nationalists, especially in 
Italy, ate closely akin to those ofprc*wnr German militarism 
One rccopnisei the same lanpuapc, the same icnilmcnti, and 
In particular the same pose* 

Ihc writinps of tlic I^rench nationalists— Parrds, Hourpct, 
and chlclly Maurtas, Daudet, and othcri— which arc copied 
by the nationalists of otltct countries, particularly Italy, arc 
very intcrcsllnp from s literary point of view Hut copied, 
often unskilfully, In other Unpuapes, they lose *U artistic 
beauty and display a humlllatlnp poverty of Intellect, 
especially In the ease of the Italian nationalists 
* o 
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But the cnuasnit of the French nationalists^ pun£ed o*’ 
esaggeraooa, contain observatiocs sro'thj’ of notice and 
considenaon 

The most authoritative Belpan Cathobes have declared 
against nationabst teachings trhich destroy the verr fo-ndi 
tions of tehgious morality and seek to use tehgioa as aj^ 
means of pobncal dominanoa A book of* essays by the 
most eminent Cathobes, collected and published under the 
tide Cb MearfAf, rt d. h Jnr-ejje c^b Lsv*, is of interest 
as an indication of the trend of thought. 

1 have never read inv pubhataoa vrhsch exposes the 
errors of nanonabsm more eaccnvely than these Belgian 
Cathohes It IS char>ctensac of Belgium that macr pro-, 
fessed Liberals, /w.-ur a r • /ure-a, srho have neither a faitl/ 
nor a philosophv, esance a cerram sympathy fo*- cationabsral 
and even fot Fascism vchilst the Cathobes and Sooalisj 
alsrays show themselves ousmistAJ. It is the opinion / 
many distinguished Belgian pubbosts that nationalism (ati 
consequently Fasasm to a soil greater extent) corns fort^ 
as a decoder of the Church solely for pobti^ reasons. V 
From a doctnnal point of view, aceoiding to a disnn\ 
gmshed Cathobc wnter, the ptinaples of nationalism are 
aim to those of General Ludendorff, and are even more 
pagan , they give rise to amoral pobncal ideas, and eserase 
a disastrous influence over the young \ young nauonabst, 
vrrote an eminent professor in a Catht^c University, is 
‘ angular, sharp, bitmsr peremptory ’ Wherever they gam 
an entry the tuDonahsts bicah up Oithobc organisanons 
In practice “ we may put the quesuoa in thi< Will 
the Churdi or will she cot agree when the leaders 
FrssjS^t on the one hand and the opponents of Christianity 
on the other identify, or aflea to identify, VAt*" • Frss sut 
with the Churti’ If the answer is ‘yes,* t h e n the cai.S“ 
of Chnsnanity is lost among oar peoples ’ ^ 

I have never read a more dle ct i ve defence of Parlumect 
or a truer criticism of the errors of absolutism than Ha 
essay by P Ponlle^ a former Pfime Mmistet of Belgium, m 
the same volume. 
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He writes — 

“ Instead of devoting themselves to an intense propaganda 
effort in order to lead public opinion and the electorate to 
understand better what is the common good, and so securing 
he more efficient working of the parliamentary system, our 
young people prefer to condemn the parliamentary system 
Itself 

“ Have they a better system to put in its place ^ They 
do not say, and as a rule they do not know 

“ When our young men wish to show us the ideal at 
which they aim, they never tcU us what they mean to do in 
order to substitute the system of which they dream for that 
under which we live at present To think of appealing to 
force for such a purpose would be to nourish the most 
insane delusion But if they reject sudden force, do they 
not see that their expressions of disapproval are destined to 
remain ineffective, and that their words of condemnation are 
likely to be futile ? 

“ The French Cathobes have not bettered their position 
ay standing aloof from the Republic , they will not succeed 
n bettering it by boycotting parliamentary institutions 

“ Moreover, these young men seem to me to misread the 
ilainest iesjons of hittoty 

“ No human institution has cvet worked without certain 
lefects, certain errors, some wastage How could imperfect 
nan create perfect institutions, working without fault ? 

“,I ask these young men to cast their minds back rapidly 
)vcr the history of out country Will they find, since 
he earliest Middle Ages, a single period when these pro- 
vinces were blessed with an ideal Government, workmg 
ricproachably ? 

“ Did the limited franduse which obtained in Belgium 
rom iS^o to 1854 ensure public order, good will amongst 
he people, domestic peace, and economic prosperity, better 
han universal suffrage? Would it be better to return to 
he Consutution of WiUiam I, whose reign led up to the 
evolution of i8jo ? And the era of the Consulate and the 
Jmpue when absoluusm, so de« to the heart of youth. 



112 BOLSHEVISM. FASaSM. AND DEMOCRACY 

shone in all its splendout — did that ensure the happis»s 
and prosperity of the peoples^ Was the otd regime la 
Austria and Spam more perfect in idea and m operatioa t-an 
the present regime ^ Did everything u-ork out for the bes* 
under Philip II, Chadcs V. or Ruhp the Good ^ 

“ Who 'Tould dare to raake such » claim But la that ^ 
case we must acknowledge that there arc not and never will 
be perfect tnsDtuUons, functioning perfectly 

‘ Our young people dream of strong authority excrcastd 
by a more or less absolute Monarch or a Dictator But 
what assurance have they that this Monarch or th,s Dictator 
uiil be perfect ^ Yet they cwmot shut their eyes to the 
fact that the play of intrigue and the mSueocc of digues 
arc no less nfe under absolute Monaichs and pictato's than 
under parliamentary lostituaons, and as a rule there is an 
absence of pubhaty , and that docs at least prevent some 
abuses " 

Pope. Fm N.I has consec^u.cn'dy condcaocd cioosahat 
doctrine in the most solemn manner (as being opposed to 
religion), and the movemeai fcoown as UArlit* Prefu^st 


The only hope of salvation for Poland, Czcchosloralia, 
Humania, and ^ ugoslavia lies m a federal system. But that 
cannot be brought about so long as nationalist tcodcnacs 
bold sway Yet in countries of raaal compleslty, national- 
ism is even more dangerous than in those which are raaaJij- 
uniform or have at least large racial groupings of populatioa- 
Frcodi or Italian nanonahsm js less dangerous than 
Polish, Czech, or Rumaniaa tuuoaalmn. 

In countries cmbratsng various tacial and political groups 
naQonalism provokes and embitters pohacal guarrcls ab*'oad, 
but also domestic pohtitaJ quatr^ 


vm-ix 

It has been my desire to speak of Fascism as a pohneal 
fact, abstaining altogether from deaunoatioa and hatred. 





For myself, my attitude towards Fascism is one of aloof- 
ness I have always recognised it as a de facto Government, 
never as a dejure Government Aftci the coming of Fascism 
I never wished to enter the Chamber of Deputies, or to be 
r e elected as a deputy, or to play any part in Itaban political 
, life From the moment when Fascism proclaimed its right 
to govern by force and not by consep" from the moment 
when It swept away all the guarantceC f freedom contained 
m the Itaban Constitution , from the moment when all 
freedom and even all security (or the opponents of the 
regime ceased to exist in Italy, it became impossible to 
accept Fascism except as an existing fact No democrat, 
no Liberal, can recognise Fascism as a lawful Goveinment 

It IS a mistahc to think that any understanding with 
Fascism is possible If Fascism lost its character as a 
tyranny it would have no furthcc reason to exist If it 
consented to free eonsultauon of the electors, and thereby 
admitted the right of the majority to choose their own 
destiny, it would deny the very reason for the cjustence of 
an armed minoricy 

One may accept Faseism, therefore, as one may accept a 
despotic government based on force, or as-oner-accepts 
Russian Ihalihcvism but it cannot honestly be believed 
that the Italian Constitution aull counts for anything, still 
less that Fascism accepts the principles of freedom and 
democracy Such acceptance would amount to [enuncution 
of its essential character, and that is the end 


Abroad, Fascism is described as a simple reactionary 
movement 

In reality, until jt took the reins of goveinment in Italy, 
Fascism was a movement which united those who were 
discontented as a result of the war, and it had a definitely 
jcvoluuonaty character 

In putting forward the Fascist programme Mussohm 
wrote some years ago — 
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*' The opcniflg hutoncsl era nught be dcEncd as that 
of mass poliucs and overgrouQ democracy, ve cannot 
cross this moremcflt ” 

Thus It ■vi.'as that the Fascist pa^T atosc tn Match 19x9 
as an expression of otergrouo democracy,” and Mussolini 
himself drcti up its programme, which is srortii rcproduciflg A j 
in full 

This was tthat the Fascists of Italy proposed — 
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8 Maximum social sirvttt:, imprmment cj puhhe hiallh, all 
kinds of public assistance, tte 

9 Dusolutm of joint stock companies and of financial com 
bines, the prohibition of all speculation hj> the hanks and on the 
/•"wj; Eitablisbrnent of a national organisation, inith provincial 

ranches, for the allocation of credit 
ro A census of individual fortunes with a vw to their dmmu 
don Confiscation of unproductive walth Kepaymeni by the 
utU io-do of tht public debt mtiuTti under she old reffme 

1 1 prohibition of child labour below the agt of sixteen A 
legal eight hour day The banishment of parasites who do not 
make thtmstivis useful to the community 

Jz Reorganisation of production on a baas of the direct part! 
iipation of all workers in the profits The land to be restored ft 
the peasants tn order that it may be cultivated by peasant assoaa 
tiont The administration of industry, transport, and public sir 
vices to be entrusted to unions of technical experts and workers 
Suppression of eveiy kind of ind vtdual speculation and the estab 
hshment of the social prisapU of the common national well beii^ 

1 j Abolition of secret diploma^ 

14 An international p^tcy opcAj inspired by the solidarity 
if the peoples and their independence within a Confederation of 
tic 

As Mussolini said, he believed in 1919 that Europe was 
moving towards ovezgtown democracy He flung himself 
Leftwards, into a movement which is at once nationalist, 
Soaalist, and revolutionary 

After 19U, however, he became convinced of the pre 
vailing influence of reaction He flung himself to the Right 
with even greatet rapidity 

Ideas are of no im|x>mnce whatever to him or rather 
ideas arc modified to suit the moment and his personal 
pioapetts . ^ ^ 

The programme whidi Mussobm drew up for the fascists 
in 1019, which enabled many progressives to jom him, is 
an absolute negation of evcrytbmg that Italian Fascism did 
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finiftcial measutci were often in]utiou9, and were udonted 
for the benefit of the moneyed classe* After abolishing the 
tax on wine and increasing that on sugar, the Fascists even 
went so far as to abolish death duties 

/ Italy is the only country in the world which has taken' 
this step, and she has done it because the party in power ( 
wants to win the moneyed ebsses. ^ 


A' 

Dcnedeiio Ctocc's study cntulcd " 1 ihctalismo,” in the 
issue of La Critica for March t 9 »t» contains very true reilec- 
uons on this subject VSIulst Libenlism, he says, has a 
future, every act of autocracy bcifs the mtek of m (itMtiOf) 
personal eliaracter A Liberal cannot be convetted to the 
belief in autocracy or to the Communist ideal, because he 
already accepts them in so fat as they ate permissible 
He is ccjually opposed to the supptcstiofi of the State, 
which is Involved »n the former, and to the worship of 
the State, which the lattet implies On the other hand, the 
gradual convctilon of Communists and authoritarians to 
Liberalism is altogcthet tiatural, as cupcnencc and rcUcction 
penetrate their minds and gain the upper hand 
If we could read men’s minds to thclt depths, how many 
of the aiithots of the new authoritarian Ideal, who go about 
announcing the death of Liberty, would appear troubled and 
perplexed I 


XI 

One of the chief reasons fot the Mliaciion stdl exercised 
by Bolshevism ovet the mass of the people, in spite of its 
rconomic failure, is that there ate those who detect A every- 
where No pcopiganib benefits Bolshevism mote than 
that of the most reactionary English newspapers, which 
jtfribute everythin^ to it These arc the same papers 
which praise Fascism 



cjpecuUjr children, by Eurr^n cipiialisw who represent 
Chrmun civiluaiion 

Where ju/Terin/' is great and unrest goes deep the preachers 
of rebellion find fertile soil 7inovicf, the representative 
the Soviets, says truly « Out propaganda in China has 
ocen helped ^y exceptional circumstances , wc should never 
have dared to hope for to much*’ These “exceptional 
circumstances” were created by the greediest and most 
dishonest Capitalism known to history 

Much has already been written about the blunders com 
muted in Morocco by clerical Spain, and the action of the 
Spanish militarist Government In addressing the Popc~- 
who IS far too wise to have been pleased — Alphonso XIII 
spoke, in short, of a I loty War, and of forcing the Cross on 
Mohammedan believers No better argument could have 
been used in favour of Abd el Krirn and his Islamic prO' 
paganda King Aiphonso’s address, attribuced to Father 
forres, was disttiiiutcd throughout Islam The Spanish 
clerical watchword of “ Wat I Wat on the Moroccan 
Ifl/idcls ( ” sums up all the meducval vulgamy of Spanish 
clericalism 

Kill 

Dantc'a words arc quoted from Canto XXII of the 
ParaJue (prose translation by 11 P Tozer) St Benedict 
IS speaking, and refers to the disregarded rules of his 
monastic order — Trafiilalor" s No* 


A number of o/Ticial documents prove the diminution of 
European wealth, and consequently of European power, 
/olJowmg the war 

The International Labour Office of the League of Nations 
hM nubluktd an inquiiy into Emopean piodoclion, in 
atven laipe volomea, alwwmg that it ii etcatlp icdnccd both 
in aprlcu^tutc and industry , , i s 

kta cJmc amily I am coanacei that the diaunioo and 
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dislcosiQn brought aboat by tha trat have conuibatcd &: 
mote than the ttar itself to European depression, and that 
destroyed, sre must recotistnict. 

po'mml and economic 
tiriZi'a e *"'1 "> prepare the stay for 

op’^uaort'^ " ™ UNrrro Srarrs 

F^^t'?:,)''^' ’ ‘’'"““"’•'•I >''^==pb m my bool. La 
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